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Cinclufion of the Account of the new Edition of the Divine Legation 
of Mofes. See the Review for laft Month. 


AVING, in our laft number; given an account of the 
moft confiderable additions to the fourth arid fifth books 
of the Divine Legation, we now proceed to the remaining part 
of the work. In a pretty long appendix to thé fifth book, his 
Lordfhip confiders what Lord Bolingbroke has advanced in re- 
gard to the omiffion of the Doétrine of a future flate of rewards and 
punifhments, and the adminiftration of an extraordinary providence, 
inthe Mofaic difpenfation. It is not worth while, however, to 
detain our Readers with a particular account of what is con- 
tained in this appendix, as the noble author’s inconfiftencies 
and contradictions are too palpable to efcape the notice of any 
but the moft fuperficial reader. Our Author points out thefe 
inconfiftencies in a fpirited and agreeable manner, and fhews 
himfelf greatly fuperior to his antagonift in critical fagacity, 
learning, and knowlege of his fubjeé&t. This fuperiority to Lord 
Bolingbroke, and, indeed, to moft other writers, is readily ac- 
knowleged ; but it is difgraced by that illiberal, that haughty, 
that infolent manner, in which he treats almoft all thofe who 
differ from him; and of which the Reader will have a ftriking in- 
ftance before we conclude this Article. In this refpect, indeed, 
the noble Author is by no means inferior to him; but though 
arrogance arid abufe refle&t the greateft difhonour upon ever 
gentleman, and every fcholar, yet we cannot but think that they 
ate more inexcufable in tlie Author of the Divine Legation, than 
in his philofophic Lordfhip, as the former is a profefled and ftre- 
Mous advocate for a religion which moft efpecially recommends 
meckne/s and humility ; of which there are no traces in any of his 
Writings. Little does he feem to confider, that the man, who’ 
, Morns his charaéter with the amiable virtues which Chriftianity fo 
Vor. XXXII. N ftrongly 
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ftrongly recommends, will do his religion infinitely more fervice, 
than he, who, without thefe virtues, fhould write an hundred. 
volumes in its defence. 

In the fixth fe&tion of the fixth book, we find the following 
adddition in regard to that prophecy, wherein our Saviour, to 
ufe his Lordfhip’s own words, hath embroidered into one piece 
the intermediate judgment of the Jews, and the final judgmeng 
of mankind. 

¢ If St. Paul exhorted his: followers not to be /haken in mind 
on this account; his fellow-labourer, St. Peter, when he had 
in Jike manner reproved the /coffers, who faid, where is the Pro- 
mife of his coming ? went ftill further, and,. to fhew his follow- 
ers that the Church was to be of long continuance here on earth, 
explains to them the nature of that evidence which future times — 
were to have of the truth of the Gofpel; an evidence even fu- 
perior to that which the primitive times enjayed of miracles * ; 
We have alfo a more [ure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light which fhineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day-fiar arife in your hearts}. ‘Yhis evi- 
dence of prophecy is juftly qualied a miore fure wordt, when 
compared to miracles, whofe demonftrative evidence is confined 
to that age in which the power of them was beftowed upon the 
Church: whereas the prophecies here meant, namely, thofe of 
St. Paul and St. John |], concerning the great apoftacy,. were 
always fulfilling even to the laft confummation of all things; 
and fo, affording this demonftrative evidence to the men. of alk 


generations §. 
The 


* 2 Ep. Peter chap, i. ver. 17. t+ Ver. 19. 

t BrSasiregor, more firm, conitant, and durable. 

\| See Sir Ifaac Newton on the Prophecies, c.i. of his Obferwations 
spon the Apocalypfe of St. John, 

§ Mr. Markland has dilcovered a new fenfe inthis paffage of St. Peter 
(concerning the more fare word of prophecy) with which his brother-critic 
is fo enamoured, that he fays, he may frophecy there will be no more dif- 
putes about it. Mr. Markland’s difcovery is very fimple,—* it is only 
placing a colon at the end of the 18th verfe, that the beginning of the’ 
19th may: conneét with it; and fo lead to the true and obvious fenfe of 
a paflage, which of Jate has in vain exercifed the pens of many learned 
Writers, viz. This voice, faying, this :s my beloved Son in whom Lam 
well pl.afed, {taken from Haiah xlii,.1.} we beard in the mount, and we 
reel that means (prophecy or) the words of the Prophet more fully com 

This interpretation fuppofes that Peter is here {peaking of the fr> 
coming of the Meffiah, and that the word of prophecy refers to a Prophecy: 
already accomplifhed. Now, if it can be fhewn, that he is {peaking of 
the fecond coming of Jefus, and that the word of prophecy refers to ‘oa 

faeries 








The Bp. of GLoucesTer’s Divine Legation of Mofes. 17% 


The fixth book concludes With along recapitulation, confift- 
ing of about fifty pages, wherein his Lordthip takes a retrofpec- 
tive 


feries of prédiQions to be fulfilled in order, there is a fair end of this 
new interpretation. | 

Firft, then, it is to be obferved, that the epiftle; in whieh the paf- 
fage in queftion is found, is a fare-well epiftle to the Churches; St. 
Peter (as he tells them, chap, i. ver. 14.) Anowing that /Lortly he muff 

ut of this bis Tabernacle:—Now the great topic of confolation urged, 

y thefe departing Saints, to their widowed Churches, was the /econd 
coming of theit Mafter. And of this wary. be is that St Peter fpeaks, 
in the words of the text—For we have not followed cunningly devifed fa- 
bles when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Fefus Chrift. He f{ubjoins the reafon of his confidence in this fecond 
coming, that he and the reft of the Difciples were eye-uitnefes of the ma- 
jofy of the firf; ver. 165 | 

That the fecond coming is the fubject of the difcourfe, appears further 
from the recapitulation in the concluding part of the Epiftle, where he 
reproves thole /coffers of the laft days, who would fay, where is the prom 
mife of his coming ? for fince the Fathers fell afleep all a continue as 
they were, &¢. (chap. iil. ver. 35 4.] The primitive Chriftians, as we 
have feen, had entertained an opinion that the /econd coming of their 
Matter was at hand. And the caufe and occafion of their miftake has 
been explained. Thefe Scoffers the Apoftle confutes at large from ver. 
sth, to the 13th, And recurring again, at ver. 15, to that more fure 
word of prophecy, mentioned chap. i. ver. 19. he refers evidently to thofe 
parts of St, Paul’s writings, where the Prophecies in the Revelations 
concerning Antichrift are fummarily abridged, of which writings he 
gives this charaéter—As alfo in all his Epifiles, Jpeaking in them of thefe 
things, in which are fome things hard to be underftood, which they that al, 
are unlearned and unftable aureft, as they do alf the other Scriptures, unto Jo 
their own defiruGion. |ver. 164] In which words, we have the truef 
picture of thofe indifcreet Interpreters who fet up for Prophets in pre» 
difting the events of unfulfilled Prophecies, inftead of confining them- 
felves to the explanation of thofe already accomplifhed. 

But not only the general fubject of the Epiftle, but the very expref 
fion ufed in the text in queftion, fhews that this poqver and coming of our 
Lord Fefus Chriff is his fecond coming.—-For we have not followed (tays he) 
cunningly devifed Fables [oscogedvois uvbors] when we made kncown un- 
t0 you the power and coming of our Lord Fe/us Chrift, Now, an atteftas 
tion of a voice from Heaven at his firft coming, tho’ it had been a fig- 
ment of the Relater, could with no propriety be called a cunningly deo 
vifed Fable. But fuppofe the Apoftle to {peak of Chrilt’s /econd coming, 
when according to the promife, there was to be a new Heaven and a new 
Earth, wherein was to dwell righteoufne/s, after the old had been burnt up 
and deflroyed by fervent heat [chap. iii. ver. 12, 13.] if this awful fcene 
were an invention, it was truly charaéterifed by a cunningly d.vifed Fae 
ble, fach as thofe in which Paganifm abounded, where, in their mytho- 
gic relations, they fpeak of the Regions of departed Heroes, &c, 
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tive view of his whole argument. Part of the introduction te 
this recapitulation is as follows : 


¢ As 


— Locos latos & amoena vireta 
Fortunatorum nemorum, fedefque beatas. 
Largior hic Campos ether & lumine vellit 
Purpureo: Sclemque fuum, Jua fdera norunt. 


And, to afcertain his meaning, the Apoftle ufes a phrafe by which only 
the mythologic fables of Pagan Theology can be ‘defigned by yag 
ciroPioptvorg MYOOIE tLaxorovbvcarreg—mnot following or imitating the cune 
ningly devifed fables of the Greek Sophifts and Mythologifts. . 

Secondly, it fhall be now fhewn, that, by the more /ure word of pro- 
plecy, the Apoftle does not mean, as Mr. Markland’s interpretation fu 
pofes, a Prophecy fulfilied, but a long feries of Prophecies to. be fulfilied 
in order, and in the courfe of many ages. We may obferve then, that 
concerning this more fure word of prophecy, the Churches are told, shey 
do well to tate heed, as unto a light that fhineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn and the day-ftar arife in their hearts. [chap. i. ver. 19.] ‘Now, 
from Prophecy thus circumftaneed, it plainly appears, that it could not 
be a complete Prophecy of any event fulfilled, fuch as that of Haiah, 
‘chap, xlii. ver. 1, which Mr. Markland fuppofes is the Prophecy here 
fpoken of, becaufe it was not a /ight fhining in a dark place until the day 
dann; fince, with regard to the Prophecy in queliion, the day was not 
only dawned, but advanced ; yet the Apoftle fuppofes the darknefs to 
exift, and the day dawn to be far diftant.' Neither, on the other hand, 
could it be a Prophecy totally unfulfilled, for fuch are totally dark and 
unintelligible ; but this, here fpoken of, is a /igh¢ fhining, though ina 
dark place, 

ina word, the character given of the more /ure word of Prophecy, as 
being @ light that fhineth in a dark place, can agree with nothing but 
the Prophecies of St. Paul and St. John: and-with thefe, it agrees ad- 
mirably. ‘Ihefe Predictions relating to one great event, the future for’ 
sune of the Church, under the ufarpation of the Man of Sin, are emphati- 
cally called the word of prophecy. They began fulfilling even before 
St. Peter wrote this Epiftle ; for St. Paul, ipeaking of the Man of Sim, 
to the Theffalonians, fays, the mvflery of iniquity doth already ‘work. 
{2d Ep. chap. ii. ver. 7.] This Prophecy therefore, is, with the greateft 
elegance and trath, defcribed as a /ight fhining in a dark place. Juit fo 
much of the commencing completion was feen as to-excite Men’s atten- 
tion; but this glimmering was ftill furrounded with thick darknefs+ 





Andias the eager curiofity of man tempts him to plunge even*intoobé - 


{curity in purfuit of a light juft beginning to emerge trom it, he fubs 
joins a very neceflary cantion.— Knowing thi: firft that no prophecy of the 
Scripture is of any private interpretation, {ver.20.} As much as to fay; ° 


I exhort you to give all attention to this more fure word of prophecy,’ but’. 
previoufly to guard yourfelves with this important trath, that the Inter- ~ 


preter of Prophecy is not Man but God, and the fall completion of it, 
its only true interpretation. He fupports this obfervation by.a fah— 
For the Prophecy came not in old time by the will of Man, but holy Men of 
God /pake as they were moved by the Hely G hoft, (ver. 214] i, ¢, the very - 
. Pros 
a 
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¢ As the Argument is indeed drawn out to an uncommon 
Jencth; raifed upon a great variety of fupports; and fought 
out from every quarter of antiquity, and fometimes out of cor- 
ners the moft remote and dark, it was the lefs to be admired if 
every inattentive Reader did not fee their force and various pur- 
pofe ; or if every attentive Reader could not combine them into 
the body of a compleated Syllogifm ; and ftill lefs if the envi- 
ous and the prejudiced fhould concur to reprefent thefe Vo- 
lumes as an indigefted and inconneéted heap of difcourfes, 
thrown out upon one another, to difburthen a common-place. 
For the fatisfaction therefore, of the more candid, who acknow- 
ledge the fairnefs of the attempt, who faw fomething of the 
progrefs of the argument, but, mifled by the notice of a re-. 
maining Part, neglected to purfue the proof to the conclufion here 
deduced, I fhallendeavour to lay open, in one plain and fimple 
view, the whole conduét of thefe myfterious Volumes. 

Nor fhall I neglect the other fort of Readers, tho’ it be odds, 
we part again as diflatisfied with one another, as the Toyman’ 
of Bath and his Cuftomer. Of whom the ftory goes, that a 
grave well-dreffed man coming into the fhop of this ingenious 
inventor, and reliever of the diftrefles of thofe who are too dull 
to know what they want, and too rich to be at eafe with what 
they have, demanded to fee fome of his beft reading-glafles ; 
which when he had tried to no purpofe, he returned. The 
Toyman furprifed at fo ftrange a phenomenon, gravely afked 
him, whether ever he had learnt ‘to read? to which the other 
as gravely replied, that if he had been fo happy he fhould have 
had no need of his affiftance.. Now, before I bring the diftant 
parts of my argument to’converge, for the ufe of thefe dim. 
fighted gentlemen, may I afk them, without ‘offence, a fimilar 
queftion ? “Fhey have anfwered; without afking; but not with 
the fame ingenuity.’ ; 

His Lordfhip concludes his recapitulation with an account of 
what is to be contained in the remaining part of his work, and 
introduces another tale, to ridicule the complaint againft him, for 
not having performed his convention with the public. 

‘ To this, fays he, a great deal might be faid, and perhaps to 
little purpofe. The following tale will put it in the faireft light. 
In'a folemn treaty lately concluded between the governor of one 
of our American provinces and the neighbouring favages, it had, 


Prophets themfelves, under the old Law, often underftood not the true 
parport-of what they predited, being only the organs of God's Holy 
Spirit ; much lefs are we to fuppofe the common minifters of the ‘word’ 
qualified for the office ‘of Interpreters of unfulfilled prophecies. And 
in the 3d chapter ver. 16, as has been obferved above, he {peaks of the 
mufchiefs attending this prefumption. 
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it feems, been ftipulated, that the fettlement fhould fupply thofe 
warrior-tribes with a certain number of good and ferviceable 
mufkets. Which engagement was fo ill performed, that at their 
next general meeting, the chiefs of the barbarians complained 
that, though indeed the colony had fent them the number of 
mufkets agreed upon, yet, on examination, they were all found 
to be without locks. ‘This mifchance (occafioned by the mufkets ’ 
and the locks being put into two different Sargoes) the gover. 
nor promifed fhould be redreffed. It was redrefled accordingly ; 
and the locks fought out, and fent. He now flattered himfelf 
that all caufe of umbrage was effectually removed ; when, at 
their next meeting, he was entertained with a frefh complaint, 
that the colony had fraudulently fent them Jacks without mufkets. 
‘Thetruth was, this brave people, of unimpeached morals, were 
only defective in their military logic ; they hag not the dexterity, 
till they were firft fhewn the way, to put the major of the muf- 
ket and the minor of the mufket-lock together ; and from thence 
to draw the concluding trigger. 

« But then it will be faid, ‘¢ If, as is here pretended, the pre- 
miffes have been indeed proved, in thefe two volumes, with all 
the detail which their importance required, and with all the 
evidence which a moral fubje& can fupply; and the conclufion 
therefore, eftablifhed with all the conviction which the laws 
logic are able to enforce ; Why was another volume promifed ? 
For no other end, as would feem, than to miflead a well-mean- 
ing reader, in the vain purfuit of an Argument already ended.” 

‘ It was promifed for a better purpofe—To remove all conceive 
able objedtions againft the conclufion, and to throw in every collate- 
ral light upon the premifles. For it is one thing to fatisfy truth, 
and another, to filence her pretended friends. He who defends 
Revelation has many prejudices to encounter ; but he who de- 
fends it by reafon only, “+ many more. 

‘ The third and laft volume, therefore, is deftined to /up- 
port what hath been already proved: not, as has been abfurdly 
fuggefted, to continue and conclude an unfinifhed Argument. 

‘ It confifts of three books, like each of the preceding vo- 
lumes. : 

‘ x. The feventh book therefore is employed in fupporting 
the major and the munor propofitions of the firft fyllogifm: ina 
continued hiftory of the rekgious opinions of the Jews, from the 
time of the earlier prophets, who firft gave fome dark intimations 
of a different difpenfation, to the time of the A4accabees, when 
the doctrine of a future ftate of rewards and punifhments was 
become n3tional. 

‘ 2. The eighth bock is employed in fupporting the major 
and minor ptopofitions of the fecond fyllogifm, in which is con- 
fidered the perfonal charaéter of Mofes and the genius of the law, 
as 
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4s far as it concerns or has a relation to the character of the 
Lawgiver. Under this latter head, is contained a full and fa- 
tisfactory anfwer to thofe who may object ‘* That a revealed 
religion hee ra {tate of rewards and punifhments is un- 
worthy the divine Author to whom it is afcribed.” 

¢ 2, The ninth and laft book, explains at large the nature 
and genius of the Chriftian di/penfation: For having towards the 
end of the eighth book, examined the pretended reafons (offer- 
ed both by believers and unbelievers to evade my conclufion): 
for omitting the doctrine of a future ftate of rewards and punifh- 
ments in the Mofaic difpenfation, I was naturally and necefla- 
rily led to inquire into the true. For now, it might be finally 
objected, «* That tho’, under an extraordinary providence there 
might be xo occafion for the doctrine of a future ftate, in fuppore 
of religion, or for the ends of government; yet as that doc- 
trine is a truth, and confequently, under every regimen of Pro- 
vidence, ufeful, it feems hard to conceive, that the religious, 
leader of the Jews, becaufe as a Lawgiver he could do without 
it, that therefore, as a divine, he would omit it.” The objec- 
tion is of weight in itfelf, and receives additional moment from 
what hath been obferved in the fifth book, concerning the reafom 


of the law of punifbing children for the crimes of their parents. Lheld. 


it therefore infufficient barely to reply, ‘* Adofes omitted it, that 
his law might thereby fland, throughout all ages, an invincible monu- 
ment of the truth of bis pretences :” but proceeded to explain the 
great and principal reafon of the omiffion. And now,—ventum ad 
verum ¢/f, 

« The whole concludes with one general but diftin& view of 
the entire courfe of Gods univerfal GEconomy from Adam to. 
Chrift. In which it is fhewn, that if Mofes were, in truth,, 
fent from God, he could not teach a future ftate ; that doétrine. 
being out of his commiffion, and referved for him who was at, 
the head of another difpenfation, by which ife and immortality 
was to be brought to light. 

‘ This difcourfe, befides the immediate purpofe of fupporting: 
and illuftrating the argument here compleated, ferves another end,. 
which I had in view, as to the general difpofition of the whole work : 
which was to explain and difcriminate the diftin@ and various 


natures of the Pagan, the Fewifh and the Chriftian religions :, 


the Pagan having been confidered in the firft volume, and the 


jewifh in the fecond; the Chriftian is referved for the third and 
laft, Let me conclude therefore, in an addrefs te my reverend: 


brethren, with the words of an ancient apologift. Quid no- 
bis invidemus, fi veritas divinitatis, noftri temporis ztate matu- 
ruit? Fruamur bono noftro, et. recti fententiam, temperemus : 
cohibeatur fuper/litio, impietas expietur, vera religio refervetur.’ 


To the fixth book is. added an appendix concerning the book 
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of Job, wherein his Lordfhip fteps out of his way, in order tg 
fall upon one of the beft writers, and one of the beft men this coun. 
try has to boaft of —But our Readers fhall judge for themfelves, 

The author of 4 Free and Candid Examination of Bifhop Sher 
lock's Principles, €¥c. having afked this queftion, Where was ido- 
latry ever punifhed by the magiftrate, but under the Fewifh oeconamy ? 
Dr. Lowth, in the fecond edition of his Preleétions, concerning 
the facred Poetry of the Hebrews, anfwers thus:——‘ Ad queftio- 
nem refpondetur: fub ceconomia Patriarcharum ; in familiis, et 
fub dominatu Abrahami, Melchizedechi, Jobi, czterorumque, 
Ingruente idololatria divinitusevocabatur ex Chaldaza Abrahamus; 
eum in finem, ut fieret pater gentis, qua ab aliis omnibus divifa, 
verum Deum coleret, publicum proponeret exemplum pure re- 
gionis, contraque cultum vanorum numinum teftimonium per- 
hiberet. Nonne erat igitur Abrahami in fua familia principay 
tum exercentis proprium officium et munus in idololatriam ani- 
madvertere? Nonne Melchizedechi, Jobi, omniumgque tunc 
temporis in fuis tribubus principum, qui veri Dei cognitionem 
et cultum in communi fere gentium circumvicinarum defedtione 
adhuc retinebant, cavere, ne fui deficerent; coercere delinquen- 
tes ; obftinatos et rebelles, et {celeris contagionem propagantes, 
fupplicio afficere ? Supplementum ad primam prelectionum 
editionem : Addit. Editionis fecundz, p. 312.’ 

‘ This is fo pleafant an anfwer, fays his Lordfhip, and fo 
httle needing the mafterly hand of the Examiner to correct, that 
a few ftrictures, in a curfory note, wil] be more than fufficient 
to do the bufinefs. | 

‘ y. The examiner, to prove, I fuppofe, that the book of Job 
was a dramatic work, written long after the time of the Patri- 
arch, afks, Where was idolatry ever punifhed by the magiftrate, but 
under the ‘fewifh ceconomy ? The profeffor anfwers, Jt was tunifhed 
under the Jobean-ceconomy. And he advances nothing without 
proof. Does not Job himfelf fay, that Idolatry was am iniquity 
to be punifbed by the Fudge? The Examiner replies, that the Joh 
who fays this, is an airy fantom, raifed for other purpofes than 
to lay down the law for the Patriarchal times. The Profefor 
maintains that they are all affes, with ears as long as Father 
Harduin’s, who cannot fee that this is the true and genuine old 
Job.—In good time. Swb judice lis eff: And while it is fo, I 
am afraid-the learned Profefor begs the queftion; when, ta 
prove that idolatry was punifhed by the magiftrate, out of the 
Jand of Judea, he affirms that ding “fob punifhed it, If he fay, 
he does not reft his affertion on this paflage of the book of Job 
alone, but on the facred records, from whence he concludes that 
thofe civil magifrates, Abraham and Melchifedec, punifhed ido- 
Jatry 5 } fhall own he acts fairly, in putting them all i the, 
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fame footing ; and on what ground that ftands,) we fhall now 
sa 2. The Examiner lays, Where was idolatry ever punifbed by 
the magifirate, but under the “fewi/h ceconomy ? A queftion equiva= 
lent to this, —‘*‘ Where was idolatry punifhed by the civil ma- 

‘trate on the eftablifhed laws of the ftate, but in Judea?” To, 
which, the Profeffar replies, '‘* It was punifhed by all the Patri- 
archal monarchs, by king Job, king Abraham, and King Mel- 


chifedec.”’ ; 
Of a noble race was Shenkin. 


But here not one, fave the laft, had fo muchas a nominal titleto civil 
magiftracy : And this laftdrops as it were, from theclouds, with- 
out lineage or parentage; fo that, tho’ of ame, yet certainly 
not a monarch of the true ftamp, by hereditary right. ‘The crix 
tic therefore fails in »his firft point, which is, finding out civib 
magiftrates to do his hierarchical drudgery. 

‘ 3, But-let us admit our Profefor’s right of inveftiture, to 
eonfer this high office, and then fee how he proves, that thefe: 
his lieges punifhed the crime of idolatry by civil punifhment.; 
Abraham, and the Patriarchs his.defcendants, come firft under. 
confideration. © What! (f{ays.he) was not:Abraham, exercifing’ 
the fovereignty in his own family, to punifh idolatry? Hobbesy:is: 
I believe, the only one (fave our Profeflor) who holds that 
‘* Abraham had a right to prefcribe to his. family what religion’ 
they. fhould be of, to tell them what was the word of God, and; 
to punifh thofe who countenanced any doétrine which he had» 
forbidden.” Leviath. chap. 40.—But God fpeaking of Abraham, 
fays, | know that he will command his children and his houfbald afters 
him, and they fhall keep the way of the Lord, &c. Gen. xviii. 19. 
And Hobbes and our Prefeffor, 1 fuppofe, regard this declaraw. 
tion as a clear proof of the divine doétrine of re/fraint in matters: 
of religion ; efpecially when interpreted by their darling text of: 
~—force them to enter in. On-the. contrary, thofe who have been: 
bred up in the principles of toleration, hold it to be a mere tef=: 
timony (a glorious one indeed) of Abraham’s pious and parental» 
care to inflrud? his family in the law of God. And it is well, it 
can go for no more, or I fhould fear the learned Profeflor would 
have brought in Ifaac as a backflider to idolatry ; and his Fas! 
ther’s laying him on the facrifical pile, as a kind of Auto de fe.” 

We cannot help obferving here, that his Lordfhip joins’ 
Hobbes and Dr. Lowth together, with much the fame propriety: 
as Lord Bolingbroke does atheifts and divines.. This is not the: 
only inftance, however, wherein he expofes:himfelf. by intro-- 
ducing Hobbes, who feems to be a favourite author with him, 
-Mr. Pope, in his epologue to the Satires, fays, 


Let modeft Fofer, if he will, excell 
Ten Metropolitans in preaching well. 


* This 
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¢ 'Fhis confirms an obfervation, fays the annotator, which 

Mr. Hobbes made long ago, that there be very few bifhops that ae 

a fermon fowell, as divers prefbyterians and fanatic preachers can do, 
ift. of Civ. Wars.’ 

Now, in the name of candor and common fenfe, how could 
the amiable Fofer’s excelling ten Metropolitans in preaching 
well, confirm this objervation of Hobbes? Is aéting a fermon the 
fame thing with preaching well? What would Mr. Pope have 
faid to fuch a note; the abfurdity of which is nearly equal to its 
malignity? Had Fofter, though a poor diflenting teacher, written 
in defence of the Divine Legation, and paid his court to the Aus 
thor in the fame ftrains of adulation that Dr. Brown, and fome 
other worfhippers have done, his many virtues would. then have 
been not only allowed, but moft amply difplayed. But having 
no fuch claim to favour, and having befides the misfortune of 
being a diflenter, the Annotator could not bear to fee fucha 
«compliment paid him by fo celebrated a poet ; and has therefore 
#ieanly endeavoured, without any manner of provocation, to re- 
prefent him as a fanatic, who had no other merit but that of 
atting a fermen well, The only effe&, however, which this, 
feeble, this malevolent attempt has produced, is to expofe the 
annotator to the cenfure of every candid reader : Fo/fer’s repu- 
tation refts on too folid a foundation to be fhaken by. the foul 
blafts of fuch envious,. narrow-minded critics, and Pope’s com 
pliment to him remains in full force.—We now return to what 
ur Author fays.of Dr. Lowth. | 

© Medtchifedec's ftory is a fhort one ; he is juft brought into 
the fcene to d/e/s Abraham in his: return from conqueft. This 
promifes but i. Had this King and Prief of Salem been brought 
ancurfing, it had had a better appearance: for, I think, punith- 
ment foropinions, which generally ends in a fagot, always be- 
gins with a curfe. But we may be mifled by a wrong tranfla- 
tion. The Hebrew word to Jiefs, fignifies likewife to curfey 
and, under the management of an intolerant prieft, good things 
eafily run into their contraries. What follows, is his taking: 
tythes from Abraham, Nor will this ferve our parpofe, unlefs 
we interpret thefe tythes into fines for non-conformity; and theny 
by: the b/éfing, we can eafily underftand ab/olution. We have 
feen much f{tranger things done with the Hebrew verity. If this 


be not allowed, I do not fee how we can elicite fire and:fagot — 


from this adventure; for I think there is no infeparatle connec- 
tion between tythes and perfecution, but in the ideas of a Quaker, 
—And fo much for king Melchifedec. ; : 

¢ But the learned Profefor, who-has been hardily brought up im 
the keen atmofphere of wholefome feverities, and' early taught te 
diftinguifh between de facto and de jure, thought it needlefs to 
enquire into fads, when he was fecure of the right. And, 

ow therefore, 
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therefore, only flightly and fupercilioufly afks, ‘*.What? was 
got Abraham, by his very princely office, to punifh idolatry ? Were 
pot Melchifedec and Job, and all the heads of tribes to do the 
fame?” Why, no: and it is well for religion that’ they were 
got. It is for its honour that fuch a fet of perfecuting patriarchs 
js no where to be found, but in a poctical Preleétion,’ 

Though we are almoft ftrangers to Dr. Lowth’e perfon, yet 
from what we have heard from many of his intimate. acquaint- 
ance, we are fully perfuaded that no man has a: more hearty ab- 
hortence of intolerant principles than he has ; his Lordfhip’s en- 
deavour, therefore, to make him appear as an enemy to tolera- 
tion, is, to fay nothing of its malice, truly ridiculous. But it ig 
really pleafant to hear this haughty Diiator in the republic of 
Jetters. talk of perfecution and intolerant principles.. If pouring 
contempt * upon the moft refpectable writers, when they pre- 
fume to differ from him in matters of ever fo {mall importance, 
and imputing principles to them which their hearts abhor, be 
not perfecution, we know not what is. He is himfelf therefore, 
in this refpect, one of the greateft perfecutors now living, and. 
by the terrors, not of his learning, but of his illiberal.fpirit, pre- 
vents many modeft perfons from writing upon thofe fubjects 
which he has difcuffed with fo decifive and magifterial an: air. 
Matters indeed are come to that pafs, that it is incumbent on every. 
generous friend to letters and free enquiry to repel the infults. of 
this haughty Prelate, not in order to teach him humility, for 
this, we are fenfible, furpafles all human power ; but to reduce 
him, if poffible, to fome degree of decency and good manners: 


“© When Truth or Virtue an affront endures, 
** Th’ affront is mine, nry friend, and fhould be yours.” 


Since writing the above, looking, by mere accident, into the’ 
View of Lord Bolingbroke’s Philofophy, we find that the appendix, 
to the fifth book, in the new edition of the Divine Legation, is: 
tranfcribed, almoft verbatim, from the faid View, Lett. IV. 


* Another inftance of his contemptuous manner of {peaking of even’ 
the moft refpetable perfonages in the republic of letters, may be feen in. 
his sth Vol, (p. 152) now before us: where, having occafion to mention, 
the truly worthy and very learned Dr. Leland, res 9 of fome excellent 
defences of the Chrittian religion, againft the Deifts) he fays, * — In 
this, rhe Diffenter, Leland, as I remember, in fome of his shings, feems 
much to triumph—.’ Were the Difenter, Leland, capable of returning’ 
foch language, and fhould fay *€ the Pre/ate, Warburton, in /ome of 
bis ag fhould we not be apt to think that the Diffenter exprefied 
pimfel in very ungentleman-like terms ? ra 
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Conclufion of Dr. Whyti’s Obfervatiens on the Nature, Caufes, and 


Cure of thofe Diforders which are commonly called Nervous, Hypo. 
chondriac, or Hyfteric. See the Review for laft Month, 


HE feventh chapter, which treats of the, general cure of 

thefe difeafes, extends to above a hundred pages; and ip- 

deed could not well be reduced into a fmaller compafs, by a Wri. 
ter who had confidered them in all their variety of fymptoms, 
in different fubjects and citcumftances, and. annexed ‘Many 
ufeful and illuftrating cafes on the occafion. It muft certainly 
have coft our Author much attention, and have exercifed his 
judgement not a little, to make all the pra¢tical and neceflary di. 
ftinctions it contains. As he generally directs much the fame 
remedies, and varies the regimen of different conftitution’, and 
under different fymptoms, in nearly the fame manner which the 
beft medical writers and phyficians have done, we fhall not give 
a regular, however abftraéted, detail of this excellent chapter; 
but rather fele& a few fuch obfervations and refle€tions from it, 
as appeared the neweit to us, and moft engaged our attention, 
Having ‘obferved that the intentions in the cure of nervous 
diforders may be reduced, 1. to the leflening or removing the 
predifpofing caufes; and 2. to the removing or correCting the 
general and’particular occafional caufes, fpecified in the re 
fourth, and fifth chapters,—he proceeds to particularize his own 
practice in fulfilling thefe intentions, in along fucceffion of pages,, 
with feveral notes ; and fome cafes are included both in thee and: 
in the text. -His modeft fuppofition, p. 344, 345, that chaly- 
beate medicines.in a flate of diflolution do not feem to entet’ into 
the blood (which he fupports by an experiment and a confequent 
diflection of Dr. Wright’s) may appear new to many ; though 
from this experiment, and its event, he very. rationally infers 
Pp. 345—— * If fal martis and other preparations, of iron do not 
enter the blcod, it is obvious, they muft produce their effects, 
folely by the firengthening the ftomach and inteftines : whence 
not only the digeftion of the aliment will be better performed, 
but by means of that remarkable fympathy which fubfifts between. 





the alimentary canal and the whole fyftem, a greater degree of 


vigour will be communicated to every part of the. body : for there; 
is nothing more certain, than that we feel ourfelves: either vi- 
gorous and healthful, or feeble and fickly, as the nerves of the’ 
ftomach and bowels are in a found, or an infirm ftate.’ vi 

. For the efficacy of the cold bath in many fubjeéts of thefe dif-, 


eafes, he refers in general to Sir John Floyer’s treatife on cold: 
pate: which efficacy he has found confirmed in feveral Jax* 


fem@M@ patients of hisown. Under the article of Exercife, he 


give 





‘ 
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tes fome inftances of the good effects of Sailing, in thofe dif~ 
orders, which practice Dr. Gilchrift has endeavoured to revive. 
Dr. W. is confiderably, but very judicioufly, diffufe on the ufe 
of opium, not only as a palliative, but even fometimes as a cure 
‘a certain circumftances of thefe difeafes. He makes fome-very 
neceflary practical diftinctions in directing it ; and with regard 
to its fucceeding, by a very gradual exhibition of it, in fuch as 
were thought incapable of bearing it (which was true in a com 
‘mon dofe) he ufefully aflures us, p..362. as follows. ‘ Nay, 
this way, thofe who fuffer moft from opium may be brought at 
lencth to bear it-eafily ; a remarkable inftance of which I lately 
had in a lady, whom four or five drops of laudanum taken by 
the mouth, affeéted with a violent pain and cramp in her fto- 
mach; and: fixteen drops in a clyfter, though it did not occafion 
- thefe complaints, made her delirious for twelve hours; for this 
lady, having afterwards begun with one drop of Laudanum, gra- 
dually rofe to twenty-five; nay, fhe has fometimes taken that 
quantity thrice a day, without feeling any of its former bad 
effects. In cafes of great ficknefs, accompanied with a pain in 
the ftomach and frequent vomiting, when the patient could not 
bear Laudanum inwardly, I have ordered three or four tea-fpoon- 
fuls of it to be rubbed into the ftomach’ and belly, afterwards 
applying to thefe parts a piece of flannel moiftened with hungary 
water made hot. The effect was, that all the patients com- 
plaints began to abate in lefs than an hour after the application 
of the Jaudanum, which I ordered to be repeated at the diftance 
of fix or eight hours, if it was neceffary.’ 

In cafes where opium difagreed, from the coftivenefs generall 
attending it, Dr. W. has experienced very good effeéts from 
the extract of Henbane, given from one grain and a half to three 
or four at bed-time, and repeated in a fmaller quantity in the 
morning, After fome practical remarks on camphire, caftor, 
mufk and a/a fetida in thefe difeafes, he gives a very remarkable 
caley p. 374 to 377. 0f an hypochondriac patient affifed with 
aviolent head-ach, and a bad ftate of the ftomach for three 
years, which were at laft removed by opium, beginning with 
half a grain every night at bed-time, and gradually increafing 
itto 1 gr. and , and fometimes to two grains in a day. The 
cure however was very gradual, for though he was fenfibly better 
within a month after beginning it, and ineight or ten months 


free from all his. moft troublefome complaints, fo that he then. 


began to leficn the dofe, or take it only every other night, yet 
we find it was not until the third year after his beginning it, that 
he wis fo well as not to need above three dofes of it in’ a'twelve- 
Month, : ) : 

. rt. W. thinks a ftrong infufion ef tanfy may be available in 
* 24 | | fuck 
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fuch hypochondriacal and nervous fymptoms, as depend of g 
wandering unfettled gout ; as it has been found very beneficigt 
jn a manifeft one: t h he confefles he has had no patient who 
has given it a fair trial. Indeed we have perfonally known 
fome interefting inftances of many hypochondriacal and neryoyg 
dymptoms manifeftly owing to a gouty caufe.. Our Author very 
honeftly confefles, p. 391. that he never fucceeded in curing one 
of thofe hypochondriacal patients, whofe blood was fcorbutic, 
which appeared from their fpungy gums, laffitude and other 
fymptoms. But he diftinguifhes this kind of connate {curvy, a 
perhaps it may be called, from that contracted at fea, or from 
marfhy fituation, by the fymptoms which attended it. Some 
efficacious and elegant prefcriptions are interfperfed throughout 
this valuable chapter. 

Dr. W. fuppofes lime-water might be available in diffolyi 
that tough phlegm in the ftomach, which is one caufe of 
diftempers, by obferving that it diffolved ifing-glafs, and other 
glutinous fubitances, of which he gives two experiments. With 
this intention he dire&s an Englifh pint of it to be taken ey 
morning on an empty ftomach, fafting two hours after it; takin 
alfo half a pint av houranda half before dinner, and before fupper. 
He is very judiciouffy farticular on the article of aliment in 
thefe diforders; but afterwards acknowleges, that, upon the 
whole, no conftant rule can be given, as tothe kinds of food, 


from the great diverfity of agreements or difagreements, which 


different foods have with many perfons. In treating of indo- 
lent obftrutions or fcirrhofities of the bowels, as one caufe of 
thefe difeafes, after mentioning many medicines, and greatly 
recommending gentle friétions and emollient fomentations, he | 
mentions the extract of hemlock as follows, which we cite the 
more exprefly, as it may be thought a medical defideratum to af- 
certain the real power of this modern and highly predicated me- 
dicine. 

* Of late the extra&.of the cicuta has been much extolled a 
a deobftruent ; but although I have tried it, as well as the powder 
of hemlock, in feveral hard fwellings, fome of which were exe 
ternal, and others fituated within the abdomen, I have only feen 
it do fervice in two cafes, one of which was a large fcirrhous 
{welling in the left breaft, and the other a hardened gland in the 
neck. The latter was removed by the extraét of the cicuta in 
eight months : and the former, by the continued ufe, either of 
this medicine, or of the powder of hemlock, has not only been 
kept from increafing for thefe four years paft, but is now fe 
duced to one third of the bulk it once had.’—In the article of 
Exercife he juftly prefers riding, which Sydenham ‘did, near 4 
eentury ago. He carefully enjoins the firicteft regulation -of the 


pafhions, 
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sons, and clofes this chapter by the following honeft acknow- 
ent: | 

Glomeee or hyfteric affeGtions, from a concealed or dif- 
appointed paffion, are better cured by the fruition of the ob- 
ject; or, if this cannot be obtained, by proper diet, anvufe- 
ments, and by opiates, efpecially at bed-time, for compofing the 
mind, and procuring fleep, than by the whole clafs of neryons 
medicines.’ 

The eighth and laft chapter treats of the cure, or of the pal 
Jiation, of the moft remarkable nervous, hypochondriacal, or 
hyfteric fymptoms ; and through the courfe of it the Author 
frequently refers, as might be expected, to the immediately 
preceding chapter. Convulfive motiens, or fixed f{pafms, of 
the mufcles are firft mentioned: and after obferving, that, as 
they may arife from different caufes, their radical cure muft cone 
fit in the removal of fuch caufes ; and having fpecified the pro~ 
perties of fuch medicines as are adapted to their palliative or 
temporary cure, he infifts more particularly on the great advan- 
tage of fomentations of warm water, and itill more of bathings 
of the legs, in this fymptom, of which he gives feven fuccefsful 
cafes; after which he fays, p. 458.—* Inftead of adding more 
cafes, I fhall only obferve, that I have faved more patients: wha 
appeared to be in great danger, in the-delirious ftate of a fever, 
by the fomentations, and efpecially by the warm pediluvium, 
than by any other remedy : and even in thofe.cafes, where thefe 
applications were infufficient to compleat the cure, they, almoft 
always, gave fome prefent relief, by making the patients fome- 
what quieter, and difpofing them to fleep.’ 

r A curious cafe is related of the efficacy of fear, in removing 
avery remarkable convulfive, though regular and alternate mo- 
tion of the maffeter and temporal mufcles, from no affignable 
caufe, Foron the girl’s refufing to.take a bolus of rhubarb 
and calomel, directed by our Author, from a fuppofition of its. 
arifing from worms, the convulfion immediately ceafed, on-her 
father’s going for a horfewhip to punifh her. The common cure 
of the cramp by grafping .a roll of brimftone in the hand Dr. 
W. affirms he has often known to fucceed ; though he does not 
fuppofe, with others, the {napping of the brimf{tone 'to proceed: 
from the difcharge of a great quantity of electrical fluid from. 
the patient’s body, to which they afcribe the.cure, Heshinks 
the heat of the hand may ‘be fometimes fufficient 'to ‘occafion. 
this fnapping, which any heat a little exceeding that of the hu-. 
man _ will effect ; and he afcribes the cure to the attention 
and the faith of the patient ; though-rather to the furprize occa 
fioned by. the {napping : adding, in confirmation of this opi-, 
nion, ‘he-has known fome in.the cramp to mils of a cure, after 

y weresdatbrrned the {napping of the brimftone was owing. 
' te 


SR os 


sau SBAaQcragadwaEes 


“ 6 eS eS SS oS aOR 


. se Ff OS 


See ee eS  _ le!lUhrlLSS.lClClUh 
























48400 “Way's Olfervations on Nervous Disorders; 


tothe heat ofthe hand. This articlé concludes with obfery} 

that, when this fymptom arifes from fharp humours ‘in ‘the #iq. 
mach or inteftines, the expulfion or correction of them is ‘hes 
ceflary to any durable relief. : 

For the removal or palliation of hyfteric faintings with con; 
vulfions, he dire&ts fome of the anti-hyfteric ‘foetids,: but’ dex 
clares he-never found: any thing fo effectual as the pediluvium 
by which, after the vain exhibition of various medicines, he 
has feen the patients reftored; as it were inftantaneoufly, to their 
fenfes. 

If violent pain with a cramp in the flomach be attended with 
an inclination to vomit, he promotes it with warm water, and 
then directs a glyfter of fix ounces of the fame, with Jauda- 
num, from fifty to eighty drops; giving alfo two fpoonfuls of 4 
mixture of mufk, with fome ftomachic: and carminative watet 
every four hours. When this fymptom is owing to the true 
gout, blifters-to the ancles are added. | 
- An indigeftion, with vomiting and pain in the ftomach, is to 
be treated ‘varioufly according to its particular caufe: When 
owing to fcirrhous obftructions in the alimentary canal, pallia- 
tion‘ only can be expected. “I'wo cafes are given here of Jadies 
cured chiefly or folely by /audanum, after the failure of many 
ether medicines. In flatulent hyfteric colics,- with a coftive 
body, laxative clyfters, with a drachm or two of a/a fetida, are 
recommended. - In violent vomitings, draughts of falt of worm- 
wood with lemon juice are ordered to be taken in the aé& of ef- 
fervefcence. But Dr. W. avers, he has always fucceeded in fuch 
cafes, by directing a clyfter of warm water, with fifty, fixty, or 
even eighty drops of /audanum in it; giving, in cafe of coftive- 
nefs, fome pills of aloes with calomel, whofe operation enfued 
after that of the opium had terminated. In flatulence of the 
ftomach, he advifes the /piritus athereus with laudanum ; giving 
an inftance of a lady about 45, who, in an extraordinary fla 
tulent diftenfion of the ftomach, found nothing relieve: her fo 
immediately, as a tea-{poonful of this f{pirit, in two table-fpoon- 
fuls of water, which always brought up a deal of wind. 

‘Under the article of a nervous afthma, which he obferves té 
vary confiderably in different perfons, and to require a various 
treatment, he gives a fingular cafe exacily defcribed, in which 
he found the moft confiderable relief, and even a temporary cure, 
from the bark. -For palpitations of the heart he direéts a various’ 
treatment, according to their different caufes, thofe arifing from 
polypi in the heart, or its great blood-veffels, or from offification 
of its valves, being capable only of palliation. Among other 
remédies in an immoderate flux of pale urine, fuch as bark 
with fome cinamon, alum, &c. he recommends a tight broad 
belt about the patients loins, or a ftrengthening plafter, giving 
- one 
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trie inftance of the fuccefs of the firit, and two of the latter 
application: He has known a violent periodical head-ach, in a 
meafure prevented by a dtaught compofed of 45 drops of 
danum; 45 of tinéture of ipecacuahtia, half ah ounce of fpi- 
rit indererus, an ounce of rofe-water, atid two drachms of 
Bt Sven an hour before the ufual approach of the paroxyfm, 
which generally excites a plentiful fweat, while it lefferis the 
pain. Many other remedies are directed here, according to the 
diferent caufes of this afflicting fymptom; the cure of whicli, 
when violent, he thinks, is always to be commenced with pe» 
diluvium, &c. Low-fpirits, the laft article in this chapters. are 
confidered as refulting from four different caufes, the fpecific 


treatment of each being added; though the Author very inges - 


nuoufly concludes his work, . with refpect to this fymptom, from 
the fourth caufe, in the following terms. When low fpirits 
or melancholy have been owing to jong continued grief; anxious 
thoughts, or other diftrefs of the mind, nothing has done riore 
fervice than agreeable company, daily exereife, and a variety of 
amufements.’ ; 

Thus have we given as full, and as connected an abridgment 
of this ufeful and ingenious work, as our plan admits of. The 
Author’s frequent and modeft acknowlegements of his infuffi- 
ciency to account clearly for all the phenomena of this multi- 
form difeafe, wholly to eradicate its various caufés, many of 
which are inherent in the original fabric of feveral conftitutions, 
or always to remove their effeéts ; thefe confiderations, we fay, 
muft abundantly preclude every ingenuous Reader, from mak- 
ing any fuch objections to his work, as are manifeftly founded 
in the great limitation of the human capacity. It was impof- 
fible for us not to obferve, from this furvey of the treatife, that 
few medical works of the fame length have been conduéted with 
a fpixit more directly oppofite to that of empiricifm, or mean 
felfifhnefs; the Author, having, we fuppofe, publifhed full as 
many inftances of his failure as of his fuccefs; whence it is 
plain the love of truth muft have operated in him with a great 
. and very amiable influence. Where he differs, either from the 
particular opinions of other eminent medical writers, or from 
the generally received do@rines and practice in thefe difeafes, 
which are not very feldom the cafe, it has not the air of differ~ 
ing for the fake of contention or through the love of novelty : 
fince generally fome very probable, and often indeed ftrong 
reafons are produced to countenance, or to confirm his difference 
of judgment. He feems, without the leaft referve; to have 
faithfally communicated whatever was remarkable, and fell 
within his own experience, in the cure or mitigation of this clafs 
of difeafes, for which the republic of medicine are the more ob- 
liged to him from their natural abftrufenefs, which he bas con- 
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tributed fomewhat to leflon. At the fame time by difcounte. 
nancing fome very fanciful inveftigations of their caufes, and 
advancing others-that feem more fimple and intelligible,: he has 
evinced that ftrong affinity, which Hippocrates affirms between 
very good common and medical underftanding. K | 
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Sermons on the relative Duties. Preached at Queen-flreet Chappel, 
and St. Paul's Covent-Garden. By the Rev. Thomas Franck- 
lin, M.A. Vicar of Ware in Hertfordfhire. 8vo. 4s, 
bound. Dodfley, &c. 


THAT we ufually term the Relative Duties are generally 
ranked under the fix following heads,---the duty of 
children to parents, and of parents to children, of fervants: to 
mafters, and of mafters to fervants; of wivesto hufbands, and 
of hufbands to wives. On each of thefe we have here a fepa- 
rate difcourfe, together with an introdu@tory fermon, on domeftic 
happinefs. ‘The ingenious Author avoids entering into thofe 
minuter paris of each duty which depend on the various ranks, 
circumftances, and conditions of human life; he only fketches 
the outlines, he fays, which mutt be filled up and finifhed by 
the Reader’s own fenfe and obfervation. 

As the feveral fubjects of Mr. Francklin’s difcourfes have been 
frequently treated by fome of the ableft of our moral Writers, 
the difeerning Reader will not expect any thing new upon them, 
nor to fee them treated in a more flriking and interefting ‘man- 
ner than they have already been ; efpecially as the Author con- 
fines himfelf to general views, which, however ufeful or agree- 
able they may be to a certain clafs of Readers, are, perhaps, 
not the beft adapted to imprefs the minds of the generality. 

Thefe fermons, however, are much fuperior to the common 
preductions of this kind, and are diftinguifhed by a liberal turn 
of thought, an eafy and elegant flow of language, which muft 
be acceptable to every Reader of tafte. We fhall give a fpeci- 
men of his manner, from his fermon on the Duty of hufbands to 
wives.— ‘The words he difcourfes from are, Let every one of you 
live his wife even as himfelf. Ephef. v. 33.-—The general term 
love, he tells us, comprehends regard and affection, conflancy 
and fidelity, tendernefs and delicacy, prudence and difcretion, 
good-nature and indulgence, care and protection, induftry and 
fobriety, . piety and virtue. : 

‘ Infidelity, fayshe,.on the part of the hufband is indeed 
grown fo univerfal, that its oppofite virtue is almoft out of coun- 
tcnance ; it Is treatcd as venial by one fex, and fubmitted to as 
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tinavoidable by the other; the world is fo complaifant as to ftile 
{t gallantry, and becaufe it is known to be fafhionable, it is not 
condemned as unlawful: thus vice is palliated with the name of 
érror, and that which is in reality the higheft difgrace to, our 
nature, is confidered as ah ornament of it. Cuftom hath, I 
know not how, given a kind of fanétion to it on one fide, and 
at the fame time condemned it on the other ; as if God had, 
like man, made his laws with partiality and injuftice, and that 
the feventh commandment were enjoined only againft the weaker 
yeflel ; but let thofe who thus miferably deceive themfelves re- 
member, that the fame folemn contract hath engaged both: 
that if they neglect the obligation, and fpurn at the command, 
it is not the injured wife alone who will refent the infringement 
of it: good men will confider it as an outrage againft virtue 
here ; and God will affluredly punifh it as fuch hereafter. 

‘ But to affection and fidelity, the good hufband muft alfo 
add tendernefs and delicacy. It is the good-nature and com- 
placency of the hoft, which makes the pleafure of the conqueft ; 
and in the manner of conferring a favour, there is almoft as 
much merit as in the beftowing it. The hufband, therefore, 
is to confider not how much, but to whom he gives; not what 
he fpeaks only, but to whom it is fpoken: in his behaviour to 
his wife, the heart muft feem to follow the hand, and the mind - 
to direct the tongue; he fhould fuit that delicacy which he 
would oblige, and imitate that elegance which he would pleafe. 
To a wife, mere civility is coldnefs, and, mete complaifance is 
indifference ; to her a more expteffive kindnefs fhould add a 
grace to every word, anda peculiar tendernefs diffufe itfelf over 
every action. It is, indeed, this behaviour alone, which can 
foften and temper the rudenefs of mafculine feverity, and give 
a polifh to the rougher manners of one half of mankind; it is. 
this tender commerce, and this delicate conneétion, which throws 
a luftre over the converfation of the civilized world, and con- 
ftitutes in a great meafure, the moft elegant and refined pleafureg 
of human life, 

© But further : 

‘ To love, fidelity and tendernefs, the hufband muft likewife 
add, prudet..e and difcretion. 

‘Half the miferies and difquietudes, half the interruptions 
of conjugal peace and domeftic felicity arife from defires too 
ardent, and hopes too fanguine; both parties, at their firft en- 
trance into the nuptial ftate, efpecially in youth, are apt to form 
to themfelves ideas, very inadequate and difproportioned to the 
condition of human Jife; to entertain delufive notions of a ro- 
mantic and vifionary paradife, where the earth is cloathed with 
perpetual verdure, the flowers never fade, and the fruits are 
immortal ; but when, inftead of this, they begin, perhaps in a 
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fhort time, to feel the thorns fpringing up under their feet, 
when they perceive the fruits to wither, and the verdure to de- 
cay, they are filled with unreafonable wonder and aftonifhment ; 
they had accuftomed themfelves to look for nothing lefs than 
uninterrupted health, conftant fuccefs, invariable harmony and 
affection: they fuffer, therefore, not fo much from the evil 
which, they have as from the want of that which they have not. 
At the beginning of the voyage, the fky is generally clear, the 
waters calm and unruffled ; but, to conclude from thence, that 
we are to fail through life, without form or tempeft, is, to the 
Jaft degree, abfurd and unreafonable. It is the duty and the 
intereft of both therefore, and efpecially of him who fits at the 
helm, to prepare againft the worft, to fteer the vefle! with all 
poflible care and diligence, and condu& it fafely into the har- 
Bour of’ peace and felicity. . 

‘ Proceed we then to another meceflary branch of. the huf- 
band’s duty, good-nature and indulgence. In a world fo full 
of miferies and misfortunes, errors and inadvertencies, paffions 
and follies, differences both in opimion and practice muft arife, 
where the connection is clofe and intimate; mutual compla- 
cency and forbearance, therefore, are abfolutely and indifpen- 
fably neceflary in the married ftate ; power is never fo amiable, 
as when cleathed with meeknefs and humility ; and the fupe- 
riority of our own underitanding will be always moft cvident, 
when it condefcends to forgive or to relieve the weaknefs of 
another, When women offend, therefore, they are to be can- 
fidered as women ; as beings whofe power and faculties are not 
fo extenfive, whofe judgment and reafonare not fo ftrong and folid, 
as ourown; whole experience is confined within a much nar- 
rower circle; whofe underflandings are limited and enfeebled 
by education ; who are liable therefore, with the greater eafe, 
to be feduced or impofed on ; not fufficiently aware of arts which. 
they are themfelves ignorant of; nor upon their guard againft. 
that guilt, which,they never practice. : 

‘ Vanity and extravagance are the ftale and trite excufes for, 
cruelty, inconftancy, and inhumanity in the worft of hufbands ; 
and yet, certain itis, that he whois the caufe ought not to 
murmur atthe effeéL; and he who makes his own mifery, hath 
ng right to complain of it: what fhall we fay, if the weeds, 
which thus overrun the garden, are planted there and cultivated, 
too by. our own hands? Flattery, too lavifhly beftowed, will 
naturally produce that pride which is thus condemned ; and that, 
pride enflamed and encouraged will as naturally beget. luxury 
and extravagance; is it not moft abfurd then to be furprifed, 


‘that the idol expeéts worfhip, when men have taken fo much; 


pains to raife it; or that when they have been at fuch expence 
te 








- 





Weston’s Specimens of Abbreviated Nambers. 1%9 


to feed a vice, they fhould be aftonifhed at the fize and the in- 
creafe of it? 

 ¢ Tf the hufband is already pofleffed of love, fidelity, ten- 
dernefs, prudence, and good-nature, he will always remember 
that moft eflential part of his duty to his wife, which confifts 
in the care and protection of her, in providing for and main- 
taining her, as well as his fituation, rank, and circumftances in 
life will permit. 

¢ The fuperior ftrength, power, and capacities of one fex, 
as I have before obferved ‘to you, were originally defigned to 

rotect and preferve the other: woman is left by nature, weak 
and defencelefs, unable to ftruggle with the troubles and diffi- 
culties, or contend with the fraud and malice of an ill-natured 
and defigning world: on man, who is more able, fhe muft rely 
for aid and fupport; this aid and fupport, this neceflary care and 
affiftance, the hufband is bound conftantly to afford her: he 
receives her, for the moft part, from the hands of thofe, under 
whofe wing fhe had till that time been fafe and happy; from 
thofe whofe goodnefs he promifeth tofupply, and whofe indulgence 
he hath fworn to imitate : he fnatches her from the bofom of pa- 
sental tendernefs to feed and cherifh her in his own: as he hath 
takén her therefore from one protection, it is incumbent on him 
to provide her with another: to give her, without felfifhnefs or 
reluctance, as her indifputable right, a fhare of all that he hath, 
of all the good things which God hath pleafed to beftow upon 
him; fhe hath an undoubted claim to all his joys and pleafures, 
and he hath no right to withhold any thing from her, but his 
forrows and misfortunes.’ | . 

The foregoing extract may fuffice for a fpecimenof Mr. ° - 
Francklin’s manner, in regard to pulpit-compofitions; thofe 
who are defirous of becoming acquainted with his performances 
in different branches of literature, are referred to our accounts 
of his Poem on Tranflation ; of his Sophocles ; and of his Dif- 
fertation on ancient Tragedy : for all which, See the * GENERAL 
InpeEx to our firft twenty-four volumes, 


* To be had of T. Becket ; in two parts. G. 





Specimens of abbreviated Numbers, or, an Introduction to an En- 
tire New Species of Arithmetic: Calculated in a more efpecial 
Manner for the Counting-houfe and Public Offices, particularly the 
Cuftoms, Exchequer, and Excife: The-Principle being founded on @ 
new Method of finding the Decimal for any Coin, Weight; or Time, 
&c. &Fc. By one fingle Multiplication only, without the Ufe of a 
Vulgar Fraétion. And alfo (on a Method hitherto undifcovered) 
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4 finding the Intereft of any Sum, at any Rate, qnd for any Times 
y one fingle Multiplication, not excceding three Figures, without 
the Affifiance of Statings, or Reference to Tables : reducing. the 
whole Body of Arithmetic, (fo far as it relates to General Calcy- 
lations) to a Synopfts confined to the four firft Rules of Arithmetic, 
The whole founded on a principle hitherto unattempted, and now 
firft offered to the Public. By William Wefton. 8vo. 4s, 
bound, Marfh, &c. r° 


N the preface to this little treatife, the Author has given us 

to underftand, that the piece before us is nothing more than 
a fpecimen of what he intends hereafter (on proper encourage- 
ment) to produce on the fame fubject ; that the work is replete 
with novelty; and that this difcovery will tend to render the 
do&trine of vulgar and decimal fractions rather curious than 
ufeful. He adds that he does not at prefent think proper to in- 
form the world, by what method this fpecies of figures was firft 
difcovered ; that being referved for his future work. 

This mew method, as our Author calls it, is performed by 
the multiplication of certain factors, or numbers, a {pecimen 
of which he has giyen us in the following table. | ; 

A TABLE 

© Of Factors, to be ufed as Multipliers, for the reducing 
any Coin, Weight, Meafure, Time, Sc. &c. &c. into a De- 
cimal Fraétion, by one fingle Operation only, viz. 

AvoirpuPOISE WEIGHT, the Integer an Hundred Weight. 


‘ TN Maltiply by 893 to find the Decimal of any Number of Pounds, 
seine ry 558 - - - = = = any Number of Ounces. 


349 - - + + 7 = any Number of Drams, 


Troy WeiGuT, the Integer a Pound. 

Multiply by 834 to find the Decimal of any Number of Ounces: 
417 - - - - - = any Numter of Pennywts, 
174 - - = = = = any Number of Grains. 


° 4 | Coin, the Integer a Pound Sterling. 


Multiply by 5 to find the Decimal of any Number of Shillings. 
417 - - - - = = any Number of Pence. 
1042 = ~ = = = = any Number of Farthingt, 


Time, confidered as a Calendar Year of 12 Months, 
Multiply by 275 to find the Decimal of any Numter of Days. 
B24 ee ee = = any Number of Months, 
193 - - - - - - any Number of Weeks. 


| © N.B. As this is intended but as a fpecimen, J have only in- 
troduced examples of the three moft ufcful cafes,. viz. Weight, 
ac Coin, 
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Coin, and’ Time; (until I fee what reception this irinovation in 
igures will meet with.) And for the working thereof, take the 


following 
GENERAL Rute. 


¢ Muttipcy the given Can, Weight, &c. &c. by the given 
Factor as in Whole Numbers, and the Product is the Decimal, 
placing your Point of Separation, and prefixing Cyphers where ne- 
ceffary. 
W's is the method delivered by the Author; and furely a 
difcovery that. will render the doétrine of vulgar and decimal 
fractions rather curious than ufeful, muft be of amazing import- 
ance to the world! No wonder therefore the Author has thought 
proper to keep the fecret to himfelf. But as every man has a 
right toenjoy his own opinion, and as we do not think fo high- 
ly of this difcovery (if indeed it be any difcovery at all) we will 
endeavour to fhew how thefe boafted factors may be found de 
novo. Nor will there be the leaft neceffity for our having re- 
courfe to any new or abftrufe procefs ; the old method of chang- 
ing vulgar fractions into decimals being abundantly fufficient for 
a rpofe: for they are in fact nothing more than the decimals 
of units exprefled in the denominations of the given integers. 
Thus the factor to find any number of pounds, averdupois 
weight, the integer being an hundred weight, is ,4;==.008928+-, 
The factor for ounces, 7745 ==. 000558-4-. 
The factor for drams, 33475 ==. 0000348-+-. 


Troy weight, the integer a pound. 


For ounces, +'; =.0833-+-. 

For penny weights, z'5 ==.0417—. 

For grains, +3'55 ==. 000173-+. 

Coin, the integer a pound Sterling, 

For fhillings, 46 =. 05. 

For pence, => =. 004164, 

For farthings, 5£5 ==. oo1041-++-. 
And in the very fame manner may fators be found for any 
other denomination. 

Behold! gentle Reader; the tenebrious veil is withdrawn ; 
the whole fecret is dif¢overed; the boafted fators and their 
origin are feen in open day ; and, what is ftill more, feveral of 
them appear to be inaccurate and defe&tive! Inaccurate, becaufe 
the laft figure is too great; and defective, becaufe the prefixed 
cyphers are omitted. Mr. Wefton indeed obferves that ‘ cyphers 
muft be prefixed. where neceffary ;? but has not told us how we 
are to know when they are, and when they are not neceflary 5 
whereas, had thofe cyphers been fuffered to have kept their ori- 


ginal places, the difficulty would never have exifted, 
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The difcovery of one fecret more will we. believe be abun. 
dantly fufficient to fhew the real merit of this. new fpecies of 
arithmetic. ‘The whole doétrine, with a table of factors, and 
the application to practice, may he feen in Mr./ard’s well known 
treatife entitled The Young Mathematician’s Guide, page 70. 
firft Edit. A book which ever fince its firft publication in. 
the year 1707, has been in the hands of almoft every ftudent 
in arithmetic. | | am 





In a word, the dogtrine of folying queftions by factors has: 


been known for ages, and particularly practifed in the art of 
gauging. Nor is there hardly a fchool boy fo ignorant as not 
to know, that, in folving a queftion in the golden rule, he may 
either multiply the fecond and third numbers together, and di- 
vide that produét by the firft number; or divide the fecond. 
number by the firft, and multiply the third number by that quo- 
tient. Now the above quotient is really a factor, and will in- 
deed often tend to fhorten the operation. But furely this is no 
new difcovery, unlefs what has been known ever fince the time 
of Euclid, at leaft, and probably long before, can be called by 


that name. 
B. 





An Effay on a Courfe of kiberal Education for civil and active Life. 
With Plans of Leéiures on 1. The Study of Hiftory and General 
Policy. Ul. The Hiftory of England. (11. The Conftitution and 
Laws of England. To which are added, Remarks on a Code of 
Education, propofed by Dr. Brown, in a late Treatife, intitled, 
Thoughts on Civil Liberty, Sc. By Jofeph Prieftley, L. L. D. 


Tutor in the Languages and Belles Letters in the Academy . 


at Warrington. 8vo, 3s. Qd. Boards. Henderfon, 


ie is a great defect, as Dr. Prieftley very juftly obferves, that 
in our prefent fyftem of public education, no peculiar courfe 
of ftudy is provided for young gentlemen defigned to fill the 
principal ftations in aéfive life; thefe being indifcriminately 
brought up in the fame manner as others intended for the learned 
profeffions. * We have hardly, fays he, any medium between 
an education for the coynting-houfe, confifting of writing, 
arithmetic, and merchants-accounts, and a method of inftitution 
in the abftract fciences ; fo that we have nothing liberal, that is 


worth the attention of gentlemen, whofe views neither of thefé. 


two oppofite plans may fuit, 

- © Formeyly, none but the clergy were thought to have any 

occafion for learning. It was natural; therefore, that the whole 

plan ef education, Pog the grammar-fchool, to the finifhing be 
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the univerfity fhould be calculated for their ufe. If a few other 
perfons, wha were not defigned for holy orders, offered them- 
jelves for education, it could not be expected that a courfe of 
fudies fhould be provided forthem onfy. And, indeed, as all 
thofe perfons who fuperintended the bufinefs of education were 
of the clerical order, and had themfelves been taught nothing 
but the rhetoric, lagic, and {chool-divinity which comprized the 
whole compafs. of human learning for feveral centuries; it could 
not be expected that they fhould entertain larger or more liberal 
views of education; and ftill lefs, that they fhould ftrike out a 
courte of ftudy for the ufe of men who were univerfally thought 
to have no need of ftudy; and, of whom, few were fo fenfible 
of their own wants as to defire any fuch advantage. 

~ ¢ Befides, in thofe days, the great ends of human fociety feem 
to have been but little underftood, Men of the greateft rank, 
fortune, and influence; and' who took the lead in all affairs of 
ftate, had no-idea of the great objects of wife and extenfive po- 
licy; and therefore never apprehended that any fund of know- 
lege was requifite for the moft eminent ftations in the commu- 
nity. Few perfons imagined what were the true fources of 
wealth, power, and happinefs in a nation. Commerce was little 
underftood, or even attended to; and fo flight was the connece 
tion of the different nations of Europe, that general politics were 
very contracted. And thys, men’s views being narrow, little 
previous furniture of mind was requifite to condu& them. A 
man who was capable of managing a private eftate, in the poor 
manner in which eftates were then managed, had underftanding 
enough to conduct the affairs of a nation. * 

‘ The confequence of all this was, that the advances whic 
were made to a more perfe& and improved ftate of fociety were 
very flow ; and the prefent happier ftate of things was brought 
about, rather by an accidental concurrence of circumftances, 
than by any efforts of human wifdom and forefight. We fee 
the hand of divine providence in thofe revolutions which have 
gradually given a happier turn to affairs, while men have been 
the paflive and blind inftruments of their own felicity. > 
‘ But the fituation of things at prefent is vaftly different from 

what it was two or three centuries ago. The objects of human 


attention are prodigioufly multiplied ; the connections of ftates - 


are extended ; a reflection upon our prefent advantages, and the 
lteps by which we have arrived to the degree of power and hap- 
pinefs we now enjoy, has fhewn us the true fources of them; and 
fothoroughly awakened are all the ftates of Europe to afenfe of their 
true interefts, that we are convinced, the fame fupine inattention 
with which affairs were formerly conduéted is no longer fafe ; 
and that, without fuperior degrees of wifdom and vigour in poli- 
lical meafyres, every thing we have hitherto gained will infal- 

ui | ) libly 
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libly be loft, and be quickly transferred to our more intelligeng 
and vigilant neighbours. In this critical pofture of affairs, more 
lights and fuperior induftry are requifite, both to minifters of 
{tate, and to all perfons who have any influence in fchemes of 
public and national advantage ; and confequently a different and 
a better furniture-of mind is requifite to be brought into the bu. 
finefs of life.’ ' : | 
To effeé& this defirable purpofe, and furnifh the minds‘of 
outh with the neceflary qualifications for a life of activity and 
Pafinels, is the laudable end of this eflay; the Author’s genera} 
defign being, as he himfelf fays, beautifully exprefled in the fol. 
lowing lines, of Mr. ‘Thomfon, defcribing the future happy ftate 
of Great Britain ; wd bo 





Inftead of barren heads, 
Barbarian pedants, wrangling fons of pride, 
And truth-perplexing metaphyfic wits, 
Men, patriots, chiefs and citizens are form’d. 


To prevent the Reader, however, from being led into any 
miftake by the title ofthis performance, it 1s not improper to 
apprize him, that he is not to expect from it, the entire method 


ef conducting the education ofa young gentleman defigned to 
fil any ftation in civil and active life, much Jefs the methods 


which are peculiarly adapted to each feparate department of 
fuch education. The Author’s intention. is confeffedly to 


point out one capital. defeét in the ufual method. of ‘educating: 
young gentlemen who are not defigned for any of the learned: 
profeffions ; and at the fame time, in fome meafure to fupply: 


that defe&t, by giving a delineation of a fet of leCtures equally 


ufeful for any department of active life; fuch as hath a nearer: 
connection with their conduét in it, and. therefore: may bid: 
fairer, both to engage their attention and be of real ufe to them,’ 


than any branch of learning to which they have hitherto been 
made to apply, after they have left the grammar-fchool. 

It would afford little entertainment or inftruétion to..our 
readers for us to trace the outlines here laid down; efpecially as 
they are indeed bare outlines; being little more than a mere fyl- 


labus or table of contents. It muft be confeffed at the fame’ 
time, however, that even thefe outlines form a well-grounded” 
prefumption that the ingenious Author is very capable of exe-: 


cuting what he hath fo well planned. 
With regard to his remarks on Dr. Brown’s propofed code of 
education, the manner of them is too bold and {pirited, and the 


matter of them too interefling, to be pafled lightly overs Dre’ 
Brown had advanced, ¢ That the firft and beft fecurity of civily 


liberty confilis,. in,imprefiing the infant mind with fuch. habits 
of thought and attion, as may correfpond with, and promote the 
appoints 
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gppointments of public law*.’ . Hence he inferred, the expe 
dience, and even necefiity, of a prefcribed code of education, or 
6a fyftem ‘of principles, religious, moral and political, whofe 
tendency may be the prefervation of the bleffings of fociety, as 
they are enjoyed in a free ftate, to be inftilled. effectually into 
the infant and growing minds of the community, for the great 
end of publick happinefs +.’ 

* ‘Thus Dr. Brown pleads for a plan.of education eftablithed by 
the legiflature, and maintained or kept up by the civil magiftrate, 
And this he affirms to be the only effectual method of prevent 
ing faction in the ftate, and fecuring the perpetuity of our excel - 
lent conftitution, ecclefiaftical and ciyil. 

Dr. Prieftley, on the other hand, objects to the interpofition, 
or, as he calls it, interference, of the legiflature, in. the bufinefs 
of education ; affrming fuch interpofition to be not only preju- 
dicial to the very end and defign of education, but,alfo to the 
reat ends of civil focieties with refpe& to their prefent utility. 
He maintains farther, that fuch interpofition hath a direct ten- 
dency to prevent all future improvenient in fociety ; and laftly, 
that it would be abfolutely inconfiftent with the true prin- 
ciples of the Englifh government, and could not be carried into 
aren to any purpofe, without the ruin of our prefent con- 

itution. 

Our Author confiders thefe four articles in diftin&.and fepa- 
rate fections. With regard to the firft, he doth by no means 
agree with Dr. Brown, that the proper defign, or only objeé, 
of education is the tranquillity of the ftate. The immediate énd 
of education, he obferves, is the forming of wife and virtuous 
men; which is ultimately an object. of the greateft importance 
in every ftate. If the conftitution, fays he, be a good one, 
‘fuch men will be the greateft bulwarks of it; if it be a bad 
one, they will be the maft able and ready to contribute to its re- 
formation; in either of which cafes they will render it the 
greateft fervice.” , 7 ew? 

‘ Education, continues he, is as much an art (founded, as all 
ats are, upon fcience) as hufbandry, as architecture, or as fhip- 
building. In all thefe cafes we have a practical problem pro- 
poled to us, which muft be performed by the help of data with 
which experience and obfervation furnifh us. The end of fhip- 
byilding is to make the beft fhips, of archite€ture the beft houfes, 
and of education, the beft men, Now, of all arts, thofe ftand 

* In his Thoughts on Civil Liberty, Licentioufnefs and Fation :—— 


Prout thoughts on which work, the Reader may turn to Vol. XXXII. 
© 161. | 


Ft In an appendix, relative toa propofed code of education, fub- 
jened to a fermon on the female charaéter and education. 
| the 
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the faireft chance of being brought to perfection, in which thee 
js opportunity of making the moft experiments and trials, and jy 
which there are the greateft number and variety of perfons em. 
ployed in making them. Hiftory and experience fhow, 
ceteris paribus, thofe arts have always, in fact, been brought the 
fooneft, or the neareft to perfection, which have been placed jj 
thofe favourable circumftances. The reafon is, that the opera. 
tions of the human mind are flow, a number of falfe hypothefes 
and conclufions always lead to the right one; and in every arr, 
manual or liberal, a number of awkward attempts are made, be: 
fore we are able to execute any thing which will bear to hy 
fhown as a mafter-piece in the art; fo that to-eftablifh the me. 
thods and procefles of any art, before it have arrived to a ftate of 
perfe€tion (of which no man can be a judge) is to fix it in its in. 
fancy, to perpetuate every thing that is inconvenient and awk. 
ward adhering to it, and to cut off its future growth and im. 
provement.’ : 
© To fhew this fcheme of an eftablifhed method of education in 

a clearer point of light, let us imagine, fays Dr. Prieftly, that 
what is now propofed had been carried into execution fome cen. 
turies ago. For no reafon can be affigned for fixing any mode 
of education at prefent, which might not have been made ufe of 
with the fame appearance of reafon, for fixing another approve 
method a thoufand years ago. Suppofe Alfred, when he founded 
the univerfity of Oxford, had made it impoffible, that the me- 
thod of inftruction ufed in his time could ever have been altered, 
Excellent as that method might have been, for the time in which 
it was inftituted, it would now have been the worft method that 
is practifed in the world, Suppofe the number of the arts and 
fciences, with the manner of teaching them, had been fixed in 
this kingdom, before the revival of letters and of the arts, itis 
plain they could never have arrived at their prefent advanced 
ftate among us. We fhould not have had the honour to lead 
the way in the moft noble difcoveries, in the mathematics, philo- 
fophy, aftronomy, and I may add divinity to. And for the fame 
reafon, were fuch an eftablifhment to take place in the prefent 
age, it would prevent all great improvements in futurity.’ 

~ With refpe& to the fecond point, our Author obferves, that 
the great obje& of civil sari? is the happinefs of the members 
of it, in the perfect and undifturbed enjoyment of the more im- 
portant of their natural rights ; for the fake of which, we volut- 
tarily give up others of lefs.confequence to us.‘ But, fays he, 
whatever be the bleffings of civil fociety, they may be bought 


too dear. It is certainly poffible to facrifice too much, at leat 


more than is neceflary to be facrificed for them, in order,to pi 
duce the greateft fum of happinefs in the community. Elfe why 


do we complain of tyrannical and oppreffive governments? Is ; 
#) 
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not the meaning of all complaints of this kind, that, in fuch go- 
vernments, the fubjects are deprived of their moft important na- 
tural rights, without an equivalent recompenfe; that all the va- 
luable ends of civil government might be effectually fecured, 
and the members of particular {tates be much happier upon the 
whole, if they did not lie under thofe reftrictions 
‘ Now, of all the fources of happinefs and enjoyment in hu- 
man life, the domeftic relations are the moft conftant and co- 
pious. With our wives and children we neceflarily pafs the 
tet part of our lives. The conneétions of friendfhip are 
fight in comparifon of this inttmate domeftic union, Views of 
intereft or ambition may divide the neareft friends, but our wives 
and children are, in general, infeparably conneéted with us, 
and attached to us: with them all our joys are doubled, and in 
their ‘affection and affiduity we find confolation under all the 
troubles and difquietudes of life. For the enjoyments which ree 
fult from this moft delightful intercourfe, all mankind, in alk 
ages, have been ready to facrifice every thing; and for the in~ 
terruption of this intercourfe no compenfation whatever can be 
made by man, What then can be more juftly alarming to a 
man who has a true tafte for happinefs, than, either that the 
choice of his wife, or the education of his children fhould be 
under the direction of perfons who had no particular knowlege 
of him, or particular affection for him, and whofe views and 
maxims he might utterly diflike? What profpeét of happinefs 


could a man have with fuch a wife, or fuch children ? 


‘It is poffible, indeed, that the prefervation of fome civil fo- 
cieties, fuch as that of Sparta, may require this facrifice; but 
that civil fociety muft be wretchedly conttituted to ftand in need 
of it, and had beiter be utterly diffolved.’ 

In difcuffing the third article, our Author joins with Dr. 
Brown, in his encomiums on the Britifh conftitution, when it 
is compared with that of any other in the world. But, though 
he thinks it the beft a€tual fcheme of civil polity, he conceives 
there are many imperfeCtions in it, and would be forry to fee 
them made perpetual. 

“Dr. Brown, fays he, will urge me with the authority of 
Plutarch, who largely extols the regulations of Egypt and of 
Sparta, and cenfures the Roman legiflators for adopting nothing 
imilar to them, But I beg leave to appeal from the authority 
of Plutarch, and of all the ancients, as by no means competent: 
judges in this cafe. Imperfeét as the fcience of government is 
a prefent, it is certainly much more perfeét than it was in their 
time; elfe, the world has grown fo much older to little pur- 
pofe. On the authority of the ancients, Dr. Brown might as 
well contend for another inftitution of the famed Egyptians; 
"2, their obliging all perfons to follow the occupations of their 
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fathers, and perhaps this might be no bad auxiliary to his pred 
fcribed mode of education, and prevent the fpringing up of fa: 
tion in a ftate. It would likewife favour another obje& which 
the Doctor has profefledly in view, viz. checking the growth of 
commerce. 

‘ Suppofing this wife fpftem of perpetuation had occurred 6 
our anceftors in the feudal times, and that an aflembly ‘of 
eld Englifh Barons, with their heads full of their feudal rights 
and fervices, had imitated the wife Spartans, and perpetuated 
the feveve feudal inftitutions ; what would England at this day 
have been (with the unrivalled reputation of uniformity and 
conftancy in its laws) but the moft barbarous, the weakelt, and 
moft diftra€ted ftate in Europe? It is plain frem fa&, that di- 
vine providence had greater things in view, in favour of ‘thefe 
kingdoms, and has been conducting them through a feries of 
gradual changes (arifing from internal and external caufes) 
which have brought us to our prefent happy condition, and 
which, if fuffered to go on, will probably carry us to a pitch of 
happinefs of which we can yet form no conception. 

‘ Had the religious fyftem of our oldeft forefathers been efta- 
blifhed on thefe wife and perpetual foundations, we had riow 
been pagans, and our priefts druids. Had our Saxon congqiierors 
been endowed with the fame wifdom and forefight, we had’been 
worfhipping Thor, and Woden ; and had our anceftors “three 
centuries ago catched this fpirit, we had been blind and prieft. 
ridden papifts.’ 

There are fome things in civil fociety, indeed, which our Author 
admits, require in their own nature to be eftablifhed, or’ fixed 
for a confiderable time ; but thefe fhould be rendered as few and 
fma!l as poffible: it being an univerfal maxim, that the more 
liberty is given to every thing which is in a ftate of growth, the 
more perfec it will become. Dr. Prieftley does not pretend to 
define what degree of eftablifhment is neceflary for religion; but 
thinks it very clear that education requires none. For our part, 
however, we conceive that the affair of religion is fo moment- 
ous, and fo intimately connected with the bufinefs of education, 
that our Author’fhould have been a little more explicit on this 
head. © For if education requires no eftablifhment at all, we do 
not conceive how religion can require any. Dr. Prieftley, in- 
deed, goes fo far, in another part of his work, as to aflert’pofi- 
tively, that though ¢ political principles may require penal fanc-' 
tions, religious and moral principles require none.’ How! Isit 
2 matter of indifference what immoral principles are propagated 
in fociety? It is true, we readily admit with him, that, in re 
gard to religious and {peculative principles, the connection 
gradation of opinions are fuch, that, if once we admit there are 
fome which ought to be guarded by civil penalties, it will . 
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ever impofible to diftinguifh, to general fatisfaction,; between 
thofe which may be tolerated, and thofe which may not. But 
we imagine, on the other hand, that with regard to moral prin- 
ciples in general, people of different fects and: perfuafions are 
pretty well agreed. We are no lefs zealous than Dr. Prieftley 
for freedom of thinking; but cannot help, at the fame time, 
making a wide diftinction between a liberty of fpeculation, and 
a liberty of reducing fpeculative principles to practical, Of 
what confequence would be the fyftems of faith, or the religious 
opinions of any man, to fociety, if they did not affeé& his moral 
fentiments or motives of action? And, whatever may be thought 
in general to.the contrary, the connection between religion and 
morals is by. no means fo clofe and intimate as is imagined. 
Common experience affords us inftances of individuals, and hif+ 
tory of whole nations, differing very widely in regard to the one, 
and agreeing very nearly with refpect to the other. This confi- 
deration fhould make a greater diftinction than is ufually made 
by political. writers, between religion and morals: it fhould alfo’ 
haveits weight with thofe who think it needful to lay a reftraint on 
) free enquiry. As to our Author, he confefles he thinks it would 
be ‘ far better policy to remove the difficulties which lie in the 
way of free-enquiry, than throw frefh ones into it.. * Infidels, 
fays he, would then be deprived of their moft fuccefsful method 
of attacking Chriftianity, namely, infinuation; and Chriftian di- 
vines might, with a more manly grace, engage with champions 
of deifm ; and, in fact, engage with more advantage, when they 
both fought on the fame equal ground. As things are at pre- 
fent, I fhould be afhamed to fight under the fhelter of the civil 
power, while I faw my adverfary expofed to all the feverity of 
it.” Itmuft be confefled, that all this has the appearance of cou- 
rage and generofity ; but is it not a kind of bravado, intimating 
that the champion is induced to fight more for his own honour 
than for the caufe he. efpoufes? ‘There is fome kind of incon- 
fiftency alfo in fuppofing that a perfon would be engaged to more 
advantage, if his hands were untied and at liberty, than if they 
were tied behind him. But .the truth is, all thefe pompous 
pretenfions of giving fair play. to the adverfary, are for the moft 
part mere parade. Dr. Brown and Bifhop Warburton have 
made equal offers of this kind; and have extolled the liberty of 
the prefs in fuch extravagant terms, that their opponents could 
hot poflibly forbear thinking themfelves laughed at.. Our Au- 
thor hath very juftly expofed thefe pretended advocates for the 
Privilege of thinking ; quoting a paflage or two from Dv. War- 
burton’s famous addrefs to the deifts ; on which he leaves Peter 
Annet (if he dare) to write.a comment. ‘ So far, fays Dr. 
Prieftley, are Deifts from having free liberty to publifh their fen- 
timents, that even many Chriftians cannot fpeak out with. 

fafety. 


tt Ce i al 


4 cor Qa? cv «2 ee ey + SY —! ~~ £0 _ . SSS as OY . OSE oO eee ee 


tt Oo wow 


3 





aa Oot oe 


sv 
-— 


















































400 Prisstity’s Zfay on o Courfe of diierel Education. 


athéidts and infidels: of all kinds in Spain and Italy, whore’ sell 
10n 


fafety, In prefent circumftances, a Chriftian divine is not af 
liberty to make ufe of thofe arguments which, he may think, 
would fupply the beft defence of Chriftianity.. What are with 
many the very foundations of our faith are if. a ruinous condis 
tion; and muft be repaired before it will be to any purpofe to 
beautify arid adorn the fuperftruéture ; but the man who fhould 
have the trie coutage and judgment to go near enough tofach _ 
fotten foundations would be thought to mean nothing lefs than 
to undermine therh, and entitely deftroy the whole fabric: His 
very brethren would ftand off from him, andthink him in] 
with their adverfaries ; and, by an ill-judging zeal, might cal} 
in the help of the ill-dire&ted civil power to ftop his hand, Iq 
confequence of which, notwithftanding his moft laudable -zeg} 
in favour of: our holy religion, he might ftand upon the” fame 
pillory, and be thrown_into the. fame prifon with poor and 
harmlefs infidels.’ Bit cs 

The harmle/; infidels, howevety are not the only fet of 
that feem to have recommended themfelves*to our Chriftian 
champion. In the following paffage he endeavours to do juttice 
to the:tolerating principles of a very refpeétable fe& of proteftant 
diffenters : 7 \¥ 

© To the honour of the Quakers be it fpoken, that they “are . 
the only body of Chriftians who have uniformly niaintained thé 
principles of Chriftian liberty, and toleration. Every oe 
of men have turned perfecutors' when they had power. Papifty _ 
have perfecuted the Proteftants, the Church of England has pet- 
fecuted the Diflenters;; ard the Diffenters, in lofing their name, 
loft that fpirit of Chriftian charity, which feemed to be effential 
to them: fhort was their fun-fhine of power, and thankful may 
Britain, and the prefent diflenters be; that it was fo. But the 
Quakers, though eftablifhed in Penfylvania, have perfecuted 
none,  Fhis glorious: ‘principle feems fo’ intimately connected | 
with the fundamental: maxims of their fect, that it may be fairly 
prefumed, the moderation they have hitherto fhown is not to 
be Afcribed to the fmallnefs of their party, or to their fear of re- 
prifals;. For.this.reafon, if } were to pray for the general preva- 
lence of any one fect of Chriftians (which I fhould not think it 
for the intereff ;df-Chriftianity to take place; even though I 
fhould fettle the- articles of it myfelf) it fhould be that of the 
Quakers ;-becaufe, different.as my opinions are from theirs, I 
have fo much confidence in their moderation; that I behieve:they 
would let-me live, write, and pablith what I pleafed: unmolefted 
among them. And> this I own, is more than I could promifé 
myfélf from any other body of Chriftians whatever; the Prefby- 


 terians, perhaps, leaft of all excepted,’ en 


Qur Author fays; it is unqueftionable, that there are 1f6t 
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gion is fo well guarded, than in England ; and we are perhaps 
principally indebted to the laws in favour of Chriftianity for 
what there is of deifm with us. A ftranger to Dr. Prieftley’s 
‘character might be apt to conclude, from the favourable epi- 
thets he beftows on infidels, and the warmth of his zeal for the 
free publication of deiftical writings, that he is an advocate for. 
their party; but as it appears that he only. wants to fet them 
upon fair ground, in order to drub them the more fhamefully, 
they may poflibly think themfelves little obliged to him. By the 
way, however, we would advife him, as friends, not.to be too 
fond of giving them any advantages: for, as they are not al- 
ways the faireft of combatants, he may fome time or other, fan- 
guine as he is, happen to find himfelf over-matched by them, 
even.on his own ground. 

After a number of fenfible and* fpirited obfervations on the 
fubject of free-enquiry, our Author ends his third, fection with 
the following paflage:- =), 2. bs 

‘ England hath hitherto taken the lead in almoft every thing 
great and good, and her.citizens ftand foremoft in the annals of 
fame, as having fhaken off the fetters which hung upon the human 
mind, and called it forth to the: exertion of its nobleft. powers. 
And her conftitution has been fo far from receiving any injury 
from the efforts of thefe her free-born enterprifing fons, that fhe 
is, in part, indebted'to them for’the’ unrivalled reputation fhe 
now enjoys, of having the beft’ fyftem of policy in Europe. 
After weathering fo many real ftorms, let us‘not quit the helm 
at the apprehenfion ‘of imaginary dangers, but fteadily hold on in 
what, | truft, is the:moft glorious courfe that a human govern- 
ment can be in, . Let‘all the friends of liberty and human na- 
ture join to free the minds of men from the fhackles of narrow 
and impolitic laws. Let us be free ourfelves, and leave the 
blefiings of freedom to our pofterity *.’ 

' 3 i 1s 


* There is fo great’a fimilarity of fentiment in what our Author hath 
advanced in this fection, with. the fubflance of the following fpir:ted lines 
*! an anonymous poet, that we cannot relfift the temptation of inferting 

em: 7 , 

In patriot policy, afraid 
To {poil thé prieft’s and Jawyer’s trade 
The fatefaan aiding the divine, 

Purfues with pow'r the fame defign ; 

To keep th’ inquifitive in awe, 

Smacking his long tajl’d whip, the Z.v ; 

Or thund’ring in the vulgar ear . 

Implicit faith and groundlefs fear ; 

The zoficums thefe of church and fate 

To make a nation good and great! 

_ & Rev. Sept. 876s. P Thas 
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In the fourth and laft feftion, Dr. Prieftley endeavours te 
fhew, that, fuppofing the propofed methods of education what 


Thus patriots forfeit the pretence 
They make, as men, to common Jenfe. 
Can ignorance be underftood 

So needful to the public good, 
That free-enquiry fuch decry, 

To truft their falutary lie? 

Or, are they here by abit led 
And innovation’s tumult dread ? 

So facred held the fated rules 

Of cuftom, lawgiver to fools ! 


Ah me! had cuftom never fail’d 
What barbarifm had ftill prevail’d! 
Deaf to the call of truth and grace, 
Denying Reformation place, 

What lengths ftill flubbern faith had ran, 
To end what madd’ning zeal begun ! 

Tn honour ftill of Moloch’s name 

Our children might have pafs’d the flame, 
Religious fires in Smithfield blaz’d, 

By perfecution’s faggot rais’d ; 

Or now, as in a Stuart’s reign, 

Been dy’d with blood Ierne’s plain ! 


But Cuftom ev’n. Caprice hath broke, 

And turn'd her ftatutes to-a joke ; 

. Nor boaft her laws, however old, 
Refiftance to the pow’r of gold. 
Shall Science, then, ftill drag her chain, 
And figh for Liberty in vain? 
Forbid it, Heav’n! that'thus the mind, 
By tyrant policy confin’d, 
Should bow, while falfhood bears the fay, 
And give the caufe of truth away. 
Is this, Lorenzo, to be free? 
Is this our boafted liberty ? 
‘Fhat glorious priv’lege yours and mine, 
In our own fties, like fenfual fwine, 
At will to grumble, eat and drink ; 
But ah! prohibited to think f 
Our nobler appetites denied 
Their proper food, and damn’d for pride ; 
Forbad our reafon to employ, 
Depriv'’d of ev’ry mental joy ; 
Robb’d of the privilege to know, 
Man’s chief prerogative belaw ! 


May Britons boaft, of all mankind, 
The nobler fortitude of mind ; . 


they 
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they will, they could not be eftablifhed and produce their full 
effect, without making at the fame time a confiderable altera- 
tion in the Englifh conftitution ; fo that the thing which would, 
in fact, be perpetuated, would not be-the prefent conftitution of 
England ; but fomething very different from it, and more def- 
potic. * The Englifh government, fays he, is a mixture of 
regal, ariftocratical, and democratical power ; and if the public 
education fhould be more favourable to any one of thefe than to 
another, or more than its prefent importance in the conflitution 
requires, the balance of the whole would neceflarily be loft. Too 
much weight would be thrown into fome of the fcales, and the 
conftitution be overturned. If the commons, reprefenting the 
body of the people, had the choice of thefe public inftructors, 
which is almoft impoffible, we fhould fee a republic rife out of 
the ruins of our prefent government; if the lords, which is 
highly improbable, we fhould, in the end, have an ariftocracy ; 
and if the court had this nomination, which it may be taken for 
op would be the cafe (as aj] the executive power of the 

ate is already lodged in the hands of the fovereign) it could not 
but occafion a very dangerous acceffion of power to the crown, 
and we might juftly expect a fyftem of education, principles, 
and manners favourable to defpotifm. Every man would be 
¢ducated with principles, which would Jead him to concur with 
the views of the court. All that oppofition from the country, 
which is fo falutary in this nation, and fo effential to the liber- 
ties of England, would be at an end. And when once the fpi- 
rit of defpotifm was thus eftablifhed, and had triumphed over all 
oppofition, we might foon expect to fee the forms of it eftablifhed 
too, and thereby the very doors fhut againft old Englifh liberty, 
and effectually guarded againft the -poffibility of its return, ex- 
cept by violence ; which would then be the only method of its 


re-entrance, 


To fet blind prejudice apart, 

To rend th’ old woman from the heart; 
To laugh at blind tradition’s rules, 

The mother and the nurfe of fools ? 

Have they with blood fo dearly bought 
Their darling /derty of thought, 

To throw, like {chool. boys tir’d with plays 
Their long-difputed prize away ? 


O, leave, ye patriots ! leave the mind 
In fearch of knowlege unconfin’d, 
Left ¢ruth your cunning should defpife 


yw . And leave you, for her native fkies ; 
" ' True policy to truth’s allied, 


Cf her the follower, not the guide. ” 
Er. Part. & Mor. 


P 2 ‘lt 


? 
ye eet ee oe 











204 PrrestLey’s Effay on a Courfe of Liberal Education, 


‘It is evident to common underftanding, that the true fpirit 
and maxims of a mixed government can no otherwife be conti- 
nued, than by every man’s educating his children in his own 
way ; and that if any one part provided for the education of the 
whole, that part would foon gain the afcendancy in the whole; 
and, if it w re capable cf it, would become the whole. -Were 
a ftate, for inftance, to confift of papifts and proteftants, and the 
papiils had the fole power of education, proteftantifm would ex. 
pire with that generation: whereas, if the papifts and proteftants 
educated each their own children, the fame proportion would 
continue to fubfift between them, and the balance of power 
would remain the fame. For the fame reafon the only method 
of preferving the balance, which at prefent fubfifts among the 
feveral political and religious parties in Great Britain, is for 
each party to provide for the education of their own children, 

‘In this way, there will be a fair profpect of things conti- 
nuing nearly upon their prefent footing, for a confiderable time; 
but fubject to thofe gradual alterations which, it may be hoped, 
will prove favourable to the beft interefts of the fociety upon 
the whole. Whereas, were the direction of the whole bufinefs 
of education thrown into the hands of the court, it would be 
fuch an acceffion of power to the regal part of our conftitution, 
as cou!d not fail to alarm all the friends of civil liberty; as all 
tie friends of religious liberty would be juftly alarmed, if it 
fhould devolve upon the eftablifhed clergy. And it were the 
ereateft injuftice to the good fenfe of free-born Britons, to fup- 
pofe the noble {pirit of religious liberty, and a zeal for the rights 
of free-enquiry, confined within the narrow circle of proteftant 
difienters.’ 

But we fhall here take leave of this fpirited and fenfible per- 
formance, in which, if our more cool and confiderate Readers 
fhould think the Author’s ardour has fometimes out-run his pru- 
dence, they muft at leaft. admit that his zeal is exerted in a good 
caufe; and that, altho’ his expreilicns may in fome paflages have 
been too fanguine and unguarded, they feem to be the genuine 
dictates of an ingenuous, honeft and liberal mind. 

We with we could pay the fame compliment to the /cholar as 
to the man; but we cannot help thinking our Author fomewhat 
inexcufabie, as Tutor in the Languages and Belles Lettres, for 
that negligence which is obfervable in the language of thefe re- 
marks; and ftill the more fo, as the writer he hath attacked |s 
diftinguifhed for a clofenefs and quaintnefs of ftyle, which hath 
pafled with many, for concifenefs, precifion and elegance. 
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Excerpta quedam e Newtoni Principiis Philofophia Naturalis, cum 
Notis Varicrum. gto. 10s. 6d. Nourfe. 


E are often ftruck with the refemblance between our un- 
dertaking, as reviewers, and that of a traveller; for, 
as he fometimes, in his paflage thro’ a difagreeable country and 
barren defarts, meets with beautiful profpects to chear his {pi- 
rits and reward his toil; fo we, in our literary tour, meet with 
works that give us real pleafyre, and tend to obliterate the un- 
eafy fenfutions occafioned by reading what we cannot approve. 
The treatife before us is of this kind, and fufficiently appears to 
be the.work of a very able matter, though he has thought pro- 
per to conceal his name. We however imagine that it will be 
no great difficulty to thofe who have feen fome late pieces by a 
famous profeflor, to guefs at the perfon to whom they are 
obliged for this performance. 

It is a comment on thofe parts of Sir Ifaac’s Principia, which 
more immediately relate to the fyftem of the world ; and begins 
with a procemium in which is fhewn the neceflity of having re- 
courfe to the doctrine of prime and ultimate ratios, in explain- 
ing the phzenomena of that fyftem. Here the ingenious Author 
has‘compared Sir Ifaac Newton’s method of inveftigating the 
prime and ultimate ratios of quantities, with that of exhauftion 
ufed by the ancients, and the method of indivifibles propofed by 
the moderns, and clearly fhewn that it excels the former in eafe 
and fimplicity, and the latter in the cériainty of its principles. 
We fhall add, that he has illuftrated this doétrine in a much 
clearer, and more fatisfactory manner, than we remember to 
have feen in any other writer. 

In the comment on the firft fection, the principles and rea- 
fonings of Sir [faac Newton are explained with much greater 
clearnefs and perfpicuity, than in the celebrated commentary of 
Facquier and Le Seur. The Reader will, we imagine, be iuffi- 
ciently convinced of this by comparing the explanations of the 
Lemmas, 1, 6 and 11, as given in this treatife, with thofe in- 
ferted in the above commentary. 

The Author, in the fecond and third fections, has happily 
made Sir Ifaac Newton a commentator on himfelf. It is well 
known that the two firft books of the Principia are purely ma- 
thematical, and in the third Sir ifaac has applied the reafonings 
in the former to the fyftem of the world. Our Commentator 
therefore has very judicioufly given fome parts of the third book, 
28 a comment on the firft. , 

The demonftration of the Scholium to Prop. 7, is new, ce- 
gant, and concife: and thofe of Cor, 2, to Prop. 9, and Cor. 1. 
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to Prop. 15, are undoubtedly the demonftrations which Sig 
Ifaac Newton himfelf would have given. 

The theorem marked (r) pag. 109, i$ curious, and the de. 
monftration iuch as might be expected from fo mafterly a hand, 
Nor muft we omit to mention the method of finding two mean 
proportionals, pag. 1§2, as it is performed with equal elegance 
and perfpicuity. 

In a word, the whole of this commentary is remarkably clear 
and inftruCiive; but the illuftrations of fome parts of the oth 
fe&tion, book 1. of the Principia, deferve to be diftinguithed. 

We could however wifh that the ingenious gentleman con- 
cerned in this work had confidered more minutely the lunar ine. 
Gualities; and we hope that, in the next edition, he will treat 
that fubject in a more copious manner. Y ig 

Bat a ftill more acceptable prefent to the republic of letters 
would, we imagine, be, @ commentary on the whole Principia, exes 
cuted by the fame mafterly hand ; being perfuaded, that the 
difficulties which now attend the reading of that celebrated work 
wou'd then, in a great meafure, be removed, and the Britith 
youth enabled to perufe the writings of their illuftrious country« 
man with eafe and fatisfaction, without having recourfe to the 


Jabours of any foreigner. 
y g B. 
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Maodels of Converfation for Perfens of Polite Education. Selected _ 


and tranflated from the French of M. l’Abbé de Bellegarde, 
8vo. 5s. Millar. 


HE French are doubtlefs the moft artificial and fyftematie 

people in Europe. They have a whole ftring of arts and 
fciences unknown to other nations. Their Arts de Vivre, in- 
deed, are not all of them admitted into the Encyclpedie; but 
there is no doubt we thall fee many of them in a future edition, 
or a fupplement. ‘Their refinements in the art culinary, in 
particuJar, have elevated /a benue chere into a fcience; while the 
mere knack of frying pancakes may not be improperly called a 
profound and fagacious improvement in meta-fritters. As they are 
not a whit lefs remarkable alfo for talking than eating, it is no 
wender they fhould attempt, in like manner, to inveftigate the 
theory of converfation, and affe& a fyftem in the art of difcourfe. 
It muft be allowed that thefe lively people appear to be perfectly 
well qualified for an inveftigation of the firft principles of collo- 
quial loquacity ; but we conceive it will te found, on impartial 
examination, that, although the French talk much in company, 
they converfelefs than fome other nations, ftigmatized for their taci- 


turnity. 
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turnity. Converfation is the reciprocal communication of our 
fentiments, for the improvement or entertainment of each other ;_ 
and this can be no better fupported where all are talking toge- 
ther, than where all are equally filent. “Fhe French nation, 
therefore, appears to be little ‘qualified for furnifhing the beft 
rules or models of converfation. Add to all this, that, as there_ 
are talents which cannot be communicated, fo there are modes 
of exerting them which cannot poffibly be taught. Of this 
kind, we apprehend, is the gift or talent of converfing. We 
aré certain, at leaft, if it be an art, it is to be acquired only by 
imitation and practice, and never {cientifically. he man who 
hath learhed to talk, like a parrot, only by rote, is undoubtedly 
a coxcomb in his difcourfe ; but he may frequently prove a more 
agreeable, and even initrudtive, companion, than the pedant 
who hath learned to talk only by book. 

Admitting, however, that a work of this nature might be of 
fome ufe to fome fort of readers, it is certainly not thofe, for whony 
the models before us are profefledly written, viz. perfons politely 
educated: every qualification that is to be acquired in this way, 
being effected only by a polite education. If this does not qualify 
us for converfation, we are apprehenfive no literary models will 
have fo defirable an effe&t. But, were the defign in general un- 
exceptionable, we fhould beftow but little applaufe on thefe fpe- 
cimens of the Abbé de Bellegarde’s performance ; notwithftand- 
ing the approbation it may have met with from many of his 
countrymen. We fhall do him the juftice, however, to let him 
{peak a few words in his own recommendation. 

‘ Converfation, fayshe, if put to its right ufe, contributes greatly 
to fweeten fociety,. and. render life more agreeable. ‘There is 
not perhaps a more exquifite pleafure, a fatisfaction more de- 
lightful, than what arifes from the acquaintance of men of fenfe: 
But the misfortune is, the world abounds with trifling people, 
tirefome, infipid, impertinent, and yet full of themfelves ; whc, 
troublefome as they are, affect to put on the man of confequence, 
and to be thought the foul of company. Such as thefe make fo- 
litude regreted : what they fay is low, trivial, and puerile ; bar- 
ren of any charm for one’s attention, vulgar, and uncouth, 
They are ever talking too, and yet one can diftinguihh little but 
found. Is it then any wonder that converfation generally tires? 

‘ What is ftill more incomprehenfible, is, that certain people, 
who do not want fenfe, knowlege of the world, nor yet good 
breeding, tire you as much as others, and their vifits are as 
wearifome if they happen to be too long. And either this is be- 
caufe they will not be at the trouble of keeping up a conver- 
fation, or elfe have not the addrefs to enter into the tafte and 
gctuus of the perfons they converfe with. 
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« The great art of pleafing in converfation is to proportion i¢ 
to the level of the company you are in, and to raife or lower 
one’s ftyle according to the meafure of their underftandings, and 
the occafions of the fubject you are upon. There is no reafon 
to get by heart what to fay ; for common converfation admits 
of nothing ftudicd or affected : chance, the times, and the dif. 
pofition of the company, fhould alone give it birth. And ac. 
cordingly, in thefe models of converfation, we have not fet 
people a talkinz for two hours together upon the fame fubjed, 
till they are quite out of breath: this would have been tirefome, 
But what we would infinuate herein, is, that morality, hiftory, 
politics, and the various events of life, are inexhauftible fources 
of polite converfation, for perfons who have any tafte for the 
belles lettres. 

« Though the pieces of hiftory hercin related are fufficiently 
detached from each other, yet care has been taken in fuch man. 
ner to adjuft and link them together, that they feem fo to fuc- 
ceed one another as to form a connected and coherent difcourfe ; 
infomuch, that one pafles infenfibly from one reficétion to ano- 
ther, without ever perceiving the difference of the fubje&. And 
this variety is- perhaps not unacceptable. It will not be un- 
pleafing to men of letters, to find in thefe converfations, as it 
were, an aflemblage that will put them in mind of what they 
have read. And others will here difcover what they did not 
know before ; and may hence too learn how to diftinguifh what 
is worth remarking in books, and how to convert paflages of 


‘hiftory and morality to their own benefit, by rendering them 


fubfervient to the civilizing their minds, and the regulation of 
their ovgn behaviour and moral condu€ in life. : 
Thus far our polifhed Abbe: It is after all, however, -very 
certain, that thefe difcourfes might contribute to all the pur- 
pofes the Author here fpecifies, without anfwering the profefled 
end and intention of them as models of converfation. In this 
light we conceive them to be extremely defective; being no- 
thing more than a dull repetition of hiitorical anecdotes, now, 
and then interm.xed with a few trite and common-place reflec- 
tions ; in which all parties fo far agree, as to give rife to no 
fpirit of altercation ; without which, all difcourfe, however re- 
fined, learned, or fentimental, is tedious and infipid. Arfennes, 
Ariftus and Timanthes, fucceffively recite all the feveral paffages 
they can recollect, from the Greek, Roman and French hiftories, 
relative to the topic of conyerfation ; and then their difcourle 
ends. At the ‘ame time, none of the iaterlocutors are invefted 
with any diftinguifhing chara&ter ; the one talking much in the 
fame ftrain as the other ; and juft in the fame fentiments, ex- 
gept where it is neceflary to introduce two different hiftorical ac- 
counts of the fame fact or perfonage. There are ie x 
moges 





models of converfation fuperior to the colloquies of Erafmue. 
Not indeed that they are fo polite as thofe of our Author; but 
then they are much lefs dull in proportion. 

We fhall not take the trouble to controvert any of this Author’s 
fentiments, or to criticife onthe various facts by which they are 
fupported ; let it {uffice to fay, that the former are frequently as 


abfurd, as the latter are improbable. ‘This work had, indeed, 


but one thing to recommend it, even in the original, and that 
was its ftyle. Unhappily the Tranflator has deprived it of even 
that merit, in his Englifh verfion, which is moft execrable*. 


* We conceive the T’ranflator muft be a foreigner, as we think no native 
would make ufe of the genitive cafe and the pronoun poffeffive at the fame 
time, as this Writer frequently does, ‘Thus he fays, ‘ Auguftus’s grand- 
fon, whofe murder was but a prelude to that of Germanicus’s.? And 
again, ‘ fhe fupported the Duke of Orleans’s interefts againft thofe of 
his brother’s,’—— What Englifhman alfo could be fo ignorant of the mean- 
ing of words, as to fay, * A good thepherd will theer the wool, but not 
fleece his fheep.’. What is fleecing, if it be not fheering off the wool ? 
Fleecing is not flaying, Mr. Tranfla or!=If you gre a Frenchman you are 
the more ex¢fable in this particular; but a man fhould underftand swe 
Janguages before he ventures to tranflate, 
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Supplement to the Treatife* on Ship-building, containing Extraéts 
tranflated from M. Bouguer’s Traité du Navire. Together with 
‘M. Duhamel’s Method of finding the Center of Gravity. With 
fome occafional Remarks. Alfo an Account of feveral Experiments, 
made to afcertain the Form of a Solid which will mve with the 
greateft Velocity through the Water. Likewife a Method to deter- 


mine the Thicknefs of the Plank, in the Direétion of the Planes of 


the Timbers. With the Proportions for Mafis, Yards, Caps, ce. 
By Mungo Murray. 4to. 5s. Millar. 


N the introdudtion to the work before us, Mr. Murray, after 
remarking that capacity and velocity are two effential pro- 
pertics of every fhip, very juftly concludes, that it will be 
abfolutely neceffary for all fhips to be longer than they are broad, 
and not only tapered at each end, but alfo from the extreme 
breadth down to the keel. The next enquiry, he obferves, 
* muft be, whether thefe vertical {cétions are to be limited with 
curves or ftrait lines, and how to afcertain their form. 
‘ The mathematicians, adds Mr. Murray, have endeavoured 
to inveftigate the form of that folid, which meets with leaft re- 
fftance in paffing through the water ; but they have not drawn 


* See Review, Vol, XI, p. 41. 
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any practical rules from thence, to determine the form of a 
fhip; and fhould they be fo lucky, after a tedious calculation," 
as to find out the particular form of fuch a folid, it would be of: 
little ufe in forming the body of a fhip: for it is fuppofed thar’ 
the folid is to continue in the fame pofition in the water, other. 
wife the immerged part will alter its form as often as it alters its 
polition, unlefs it be, as M. Bouguer would have it, formed by the 

‘Revolution of a curve round its axis. Hence we may conclude,’ 

that the particular form of a fhip cannot be determined by rules’ 

that will admit of a mathematical demonftration.’ 

Is it poffible that a perfon who has undertaken to abridge’ 
fo curious a treatife as that of M, Bouguer’s Traité du Navire, 
can be ignorant that the folid of leaft refiftance is formed by the 
revolution of a curve round its axis! But if he does not know 
this, he would do well to perufe the Scholium to the 34th Prop, 
Book If. of Sir If4ac Newton’s Principia; and the demonftra-. 
tion of that Scholium, inferted at the end of Motte’s tranflation. 

© The builders, continues our Author, finding they could: 
have very little affiftance from the mathematicians, have applied 
themfelves to experience ; and though they have not found any 
particular form which may be a ftandard for all fhips of the fame 

bur eigen defigned for the fame fervice, yet in fome points’ 
* “they feem to agree. Hence it is, that, in fhips of war of the 
fame rate, the principal dimenfions are nearly the fame ; and in” 
all fhips the midfhip frame is nearer the fore-part than the after- 
part. For finding, by repeated trials, that a maft, or tree, when: 
tapered, will tow fafter through the water with the butt-end 
foremoft, than with the fmall end, they conclude it will be fo 
in fhips ; though Mr. Bouguer thinks the only reafon for tow-— 
ing the but-end foremoft is, that the rope may not flip.’ 

{f Mr. Murray means a maft, whofe heel or but-end 1s cut 
tapering, in order to fit the ftep in the keelfon, the refult of the 
experiments. he mentions may pofiibly be juft: but if he means 
a maft nearly in the form of a fruftum of a cone, whofe bafes 
are at right angles to the axis, he muft be miftaken, in all pro- 
bability, from the experiments not having been made with 4 
fuflicient degree of accuracy. 

For let BC FG re- 
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againit the convex furface, as, ¥D* to on 
The whole refiftance therefore of the medium will be 
DF? sae? —— Confequently, if we fup- 


poe FD=0, the expreffton will become a ; 














and if we take CF=CO, we fhall have CO* for the force 
of the particles of water ftriking againft the maft or tree 
when towed with the but-end foremoft. Now it is very 
evident, that when it is towed with the other end fore- 


CO» 
moft, CO X apr 


will exprefs the force acting in that direction; 


but as CF will always be greater than CO, it follows, that 


2 
ae muft be lefs than unity ; whence it is evident, that CO* 
Or 

will always be greater than COX s and: as thefe expref- 
fions are refpectively as the forces of the water acting upon the 
tree or maft, it muft neceflarily follow, that when the but-end 
moves foremoft, the force of the water to oppofe that motion, 
wil] be greater than the force of the water to oppofe the motion 
of the moving body when towed in a contrary direction. Q. E.D, 

‘ Since capacity, proceeds our. Author, is an eflential quality, 
the immerged part muft be of fuch a form as to be able to fuftain 


the whole weight of the thip compleatly rigged, with guns, 


flores, &c. “The weight of all fhips of war, of every rate, is- 
now well known; fo that we may find, by calculation,- 


if the load-water line be properly-placed: but this is not all 
that is to be confidered ; great regard muft be had to the velo- 
city, ftability, property of fteering well, carrying fail, and 
many other neceffary and feemingly oppofite qualities. How to 


attain all thefe qualities has been attempted by feveral eminent : 


mathematicians and builders, who; inftead of determining any 
particular form, have produced as many different, and feemingly 
directly contrary rules, as there are different complections and 
flatures among the projectors. : 

‘ The mathematicians have given certain rules for finding the 
center of gravity, both of the fhip: when loaded, and alfo the 
center of gravity of the column of water fhe difplaces; M, Bou- 


guer likewife gives directions how to flow the goods, fo that’ 


the center of gravity may be properly placed with refpeét to the 
metacenter and. the center of gravity of; the column of difplaced 
water ; which laft cannot be altered after the fhip is built. - Te 
I$ on the proper fituation of thefe that the ftability of the fhip 
depends. As to velocity, they have given us rules for calcu- 
lating the refiftance of ss fluid on the fore part of the 24 
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but unlefs it can be proved that the velocities are always propor. 
tional to the refiftances, it feems we fhall gain little by this ; as 
there is no account taken of the after body, and in the calcula. 
tions they fuppofe the fhip to be upright, and failing in the dj. 
rection of the keel ; whereas a fhip often lays her fcuppers in 
the water, when clofe hauled on a wind, and fometimes makes 
two or three points lee way, feldom lefs than one ; and yet fome 
fhips in fmooth water will then fail within two or three knots as 
faft as when going large. We may venture to aflert, there wil] 
be no proportion betwixt the velocities and refiftances in thefe 
two cafes; for in the firft all the particles that ftrike the fore 
part loofe their power as foon as they pafs the midfhip frame; 
afterwards, according to his principles, they occafion no refift- 
ance ; whereas, in the fecond, every particle has its full force, 
ating on the whole length of the fide, and the area of the fec. 
tion, which in this laft cafe would receive the perpendicular 
fhock, would be almoft double that of the midfhip frame; add 
to all this that there is room to fufpect thefe rules of being de- 
duced from wrong principles, as was before obferved. But ad- 
mitting all this, and that the velocitics may be calculated, after 
the fhip is built, and found even by experience to be proportio- 
nate to the refiftances, what will that avail us, if we have no 
inft: uctions how to form the body, fo as to be capable of the 

reateft velocity, in all pofitions, confiftent with the requifite’ 
capacity, ftability, &c? There are other very material points to 
be confidered, fuch as the center of rotation, or the axis on’ 
which the fhip turns when fhe inclines to one fide, when fhe 
tacks or pitches ; thefe are continually fhifting, as is the point 
of fuftentation or fufpenfion. 

¢ In all branches of the mathematical fciences, there are cer- 
tain theorems demonftrated, from whence the praétical rules for’ 
the folution of various problems are deduced, in which there 
are always fome neceflary data given, by which the unknown 
things may be difcovered. | 
© It is to be wifhed we could proceed in the fame manner, and 

with the fame certainty, in fhip-building; but I do not find 
that any who have treated that fubje& have given us any invari- 
able rules for fettling thefe points ; and indeed, confidering the- 
infinite number of properties, and in fome cafes fo oppofite to 
‘one another, that if any of them be purfued to too great a de-’ 
gree, it will deftroy another very effential quality. . I fay con- 
fidering all thefe things, it will be a very difficult tafk, if not 
impoffible, to unite them all in one body ; ‘add to this ‘that the 
different feas, and different feryices in which they are to be em-" 
ployed, will require as different forms; fo that theory alone, 
without aCtual experiment, feems infufficient to reduce this 
complicated art to a regular fyftem. I fhall juft mention fome 
of the neceflary data. ! 
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¢ 1ft. The whole weight of the fhip compleatly rigged and 

arded. 

a This is generally given, both in fhips of war, and in thofe 
for the merchant fervice, being what is generally underftood by 
tuns; that is, builder’s tuns; but the true tunnage of moft 
fhips of war is now pretty well known, as the number and 
weight of the guns, provifions, &c. of each rate is eftablifhed. 

‘ od. The length of the gun deck. . 

‘ This in fhips of war may be nearly determined by the num- 
ber of guns. 

¢ ad, The breadth. 

‘ If the fection of the load-water line were a regular curve, 
the length would determine this, and its area might be calcu- 
lated ; and converting the whole length into cubick feet of.falt 
water, and dividing thofe by the area of the load-water line, we 
fhould have the depth or draught of water; that is, fuppofing 
the form of the body to be that of a bathing tub, which 
perhaps would be very proper for carrying goods in a canal, 
where it might be aragged by horfes ; but as fhips are to encoun- 
ter high feas, and fuftain the violence of ftorms of wind, it is 
plain they will require a quite different form. 

‘ 4th. The depth of the hold, and draught of the water fore 
and aft. 

‘ sth. The extreme breadth of three fections at right angles 
to the keel, and perpendicular to the plain of flotation; and 
likewife the extreme heights of thefe breadths, together with 
the breadths and heights of the top-timbers of thefe fections ; 
one of them to be near the middle, another at the after end of 
the keel, and the third at the beak head. 

‘ 6th. The rake of the poft and item. 

‘ 7th, The fituation and exact form of the midfhip frame and 
likewife of the two vertical fections ; and if to thefe three we 
add the other two which M. Duhamel calls the balance frames 
we may fafely fay the whole form of the fhip is determined. 

‘ The great difficulty will be to obtain thefe data. M. Bou- 
guer, and after him M. Duhamel, hath purfued this fubject as 
far as the nature of theory is capable; from whence they have 
deduced feveral ufeful practical inferences, but have dtl left 
thefe points undetermined, and at laft refer us to the general 
practice of the moft experienced builders. So that what im- 
provements have been hitherto made feem chiefly owing to ex- 
perience ; and fome think it highly probable that the form which 
comes neareft nature, fuch as that of the fwifteft fithes, will beft 
anfwer the purpofes of fhipping. But here we fhall find our- 
felves very much embarrafled ; for fifhes are wholly immerged, 
and the force that moves them is wholly in their own power, and 
they are in no danger of being drove out of their intended courfe 
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“by an external force, the author of nature having furnithed them 
with every thing that is neceflary, either for purfuing their prey 
in a direct courfe, or turning themfelves as occafton requites ; 
whereas in a fhip, it is quite otherwife, as fhe is entirely fubjedt 
to an external force, and governed by the helm; .and therefore 
her form muft be fuch as may be moft capable of receiving thefe 
—- and what nature has denied her, muft be fupplied 
y art.’ | 
We fhall not pretend to difpute the difficulty, or rather’ the 
impoffibility, that muft attend our obtaining all the above datg 
in a very accurate manner ; but we will venture to aflert, that 
an experienced fhip-builder, who is at the fame time an able 
mathematician, will bid much fairer for making improvements 
in the art he profefles, than another of the fame experience, 
who knows only the rudiments of mathematics. ‘ The-various 
pofitions, &c. of a fhip at fea, will doubtlefs for ever render it 
impoffible to form a veffel perfect in every refpect; but it will 
furely be granted, that mathematical reafoning, founded on ac- 
Curate experiments, is the only method that can be: purfued 
“with advantage, for carrying the art of fhip-building to the 
greateft degree of perfection it is capable of attaining. | 
Nor is this opinion founded on the mere dictates of the 
warm imagination of a theorift; no: it is founded on expe- 
rience. What amazing improvements have the Freach made 
in this ufeful art, during the interval of a few years! Bat‘by 
what methods have they done this ? By employing the moft able 
artifts and mathematicians their country could boaft of, who 
have united theory with practice, and drawn juft confequences 
from known data. ‘This is the fource from whence they have 
derived that knowlege, by which they have fo greatly improved 
the forms of fhips, and carried the neceflary art of thip-building 
to fo confiderable a degree of perfection. | 
It is furely a very ftrange method of reafoning to fay, that 
becaufe theory and experience in the art of fhip-building often 
difagree, the former can be of no ufe: for we fhould be glad to 
know in what branch of literature there is a perfe& coincidente 
between theory and practice ? When does the navigator, for in- 
ftance, find his dead-reckoning agree with celeftial obfervation? 
Is not he always obliged to correét the former whenever he ‘has 
an opportunity of making the latter? But is this any reafon that 
the theory of navigation fhould be laid ‘afide, and the feaman 
fufter himfelf to be guided entirely by praétice? It is alfo well 
known that the maximum of every machine, or engine, how- 
ever complicated, or however conftru@ed, can be found by cal- 
culation. But was there ever any machine or‘engine yet known, 
“whofe aftual performance exactly coincided with the maxmum 
found by theory? Surely no, But is there amy-redfon for ex 
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gloding the latter, becaufe it will always exceed ‘the former ? 
Does it not, on the contrary, direct how, and in what parts, 
we fhould alter the engine, in orderto carry it to the greateft de- 
gree of perfection it can poflibly attain ; and at the fame time 
ferve as a fure criterion to judge ‘whether the workmanfhip itfelf 
be well or ill executed ? 

But Mr. Murray fays that Meff. Bouguer and Duhamel have 
already purfued this fubjeé& as far as the nature of theory is capable. 
We mutt, however, beg leave to be of a different opinion; and 
will venture to fay, that many wfeful deductions may be made 
from their data, which they have omitted, and feveral ufeful 
properties inveftigated from the known laws of motion, which 

-they have paffed over in filence. But this is not a place to dif- 
cufs a topic of this kind, as Mr. Murray’s Abridgment, ‘not the 
works of Bouguer and Duhamel, is the fubject of this-article. 

Another remark may not be improper on the above extrac. 
Mr. Murray fays that ¢ till it can be proved, ‘that ‘the velocities 
are proportional to the refiftances, we fhall gain little by know- 
ing how to calculate the refiftance of a fluid on the forepart of 
the fhip.’ He adds, ‘ that fome thips, when clofe hauled upon 
a'wind, tho’ often laying their fewppers in the water, ‘and mak- 
‘ing two or three ‘points lee-way, will fail within two or three 
knots as faft, as-when going large ;’ ‘and hence ‘concludes, that 
‘ there is no proportion, in thefe cafes, between the velocities 

‘and the refiftances.’? But the writer fhould have remembered, that 
“the relative force of the wind is- very different in’ thefe cafes, 
“A thip when failing large, moves ‘nearly in the fame dire&tion 
with the wind, and confequently its velocity is leflened by near- 
ly the whole velocity of the fhip: ‘whereas in failing '‘clofe haul- 
ed, the wind ftrikes the fails with nearly its whole -abfolute velo- 
city. Now-as’aétion and te-aftion are always equal, or the re- 
fiftance of the fluid equal to the ‘force of the wind on the fails, 
it will follow, that fhips may fail almoft as faft'in the former di- 
rection, as in the-latter. Thefe cafes; therefore, are far from be- 
ing fufficient to prove that there is no proportion betwen the ve- 
‘Jocities and refiftances. We may alfo-obferve, that this is one of 
the principal reafons why a horizontal wind-mill can ‘never be 
made to do the fame quantity of work with a vertical wind-mill. 
—Mr. Murray adds, in the fame paragraph, ¢ that there is room 
‘to fufpe&, that thefe (Bouguer’s) rules, are deduced from wrong 
Principles,’ But-furely an infinuation of this kind is beneath 
¢ither a mathematician or a candid writer. He'fhould have de- 
Monftrated that thefe principles fare really falfe, inftead of con- 
tenting himfelf with faying,~ ‘there’ 4s' room: to fulpe& they are 
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if we are not greatly miftaken, the infinuation had then never 
appeared, 

Having finifhed his introduction, Mr. Murray proceeds -to 
make extracts from M. Bouguer’s Traité du Navire, and from 
comparing fome of them with the original, they appear, to be 
done with fufficient accuracy. His own remarks alfo which re. 
gard the practical part of fhip-building, are very proper, and 
tend to elucidate the fubject. We with we could fay the faige 
with regard to thofe made on the mathematical proceffes ; butin 
our opinion, the work would not have been. at. ali ther lef 
valuable, if thefe had been wholly omitted. . ‘Tvhus in pag. 4g, 
our author feems to blame Mr. Bouguer for introducing a fluxi- 
onary inveftigation of the fine of the angle of incidence; and in- 
ftead of the Frenchman’s procefs, has given another method of 
his own for finding it by the doctrine of right-angled triangles, 
But it may not be amifs to hint to our Author, that the fide Ee in 
his own figure, ‘is not aright-line, but a curve; and that it was 
for this very reafon that M. Bouguer had recourfe toa fluxion: 
procefs, We could therefore wifh, that Mr. Murray had con- 
_tented himfelf with giving the refult of thefe curious‘ inveftiga, | 
tions of his author. Had he purfued this method, we fhould.not 
. have feen the weak remarks he has made in the following. page, 
on the folution of one of the moft intricate and curious problems 
in mechanics... na 

It would extend this article too far, if we attempted to give the 
fubftance: of the work beforeus, which is only a concife abridg- 
ment of a much larger treatife ; we fhall therefore content our. 
felves with giving the fubftance of M. Bouguex’s conclufion, 
_ as tranflated by Mr. Murray. i 

* After having, to the utmoft of my power, fays our author, 
executed every part of the engagement I undertook, it will: be 
proper now to recapitulate the principal things I have explained, 

_efpecially fuch as relate to the figure of the fhip; and I fhall 
make no fcruple again to affirm, that, I believe, I have given 
infallible rules to the builders, to determine their choiée of the 
different plans that may be prefented to them of the fame fhip. 
We have, in the fecond book, explained all that concerns 
fhip while a-fleat or at reft: we may know if the whole weight 
be proportional to the folidity of the immerged part; if fhe has fla- 
bility or force to carry fail ; or if fhe carries her guns high enough 
out of the water :' and, in the third book, we have given proper 
rules to afflure us fhe will fail well; drive but little, when clofe 
hauled upon the wind, and readily anfwer all the.motions of the 
-helhm, All the .other. qualities.are fubmitted to’ the proof of 
calculation, which cofts but little labour: even fuch accidents 
_as feem to: depend on very irregular caufes are confidered ; fuch 
«as the duration of the vibrations occafioned by rowling, ee 
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thofe of pitching ; we may judge of them by examining the dif- 
tribution of the weights, and in what manner every particular 
weight is fupported in every different circumftance. 

¢ Geometricians think no labour too hard, and do not fatisfy 
themfelves with what knowledge they have acquired, but are con- 
tinually pufhing their refearches to the higheft pitch ; notwith- 
ftanding all this, we muft fometimes have recourfe to experi- 
ments on fhips already built, which may ferve as a term of com- 
parifon. a thefe experiments we may, in an inftant, . difcover 
things which could not be done any other way, without a great 
deal of labour; and, in formirig another fhip, it may fuffice to 
take notice of their different dimenfions, and the nardllest caules 
that may occafion fome alterations. 

¢ We have endeavoured, out of an infinite number of forms, 
to pick out the beft ; and where the difpofition of different parts 
contribute to carry a certain property to a higher degree, we have 
fearched the moft advantageous combination, to determine the 
maximum. We may, with certainty, make which property we 
pleafe predominate, and at the fame time know how far we may 
carry the others. 

fAWe have fhewn, that the extreme breadth fhould be five 
twelfths of the length, from the forepart, which is the poiition 
beft fuited to make the fhip anfwer the motions of the helm; but 
it muft be carried a little further forward, to make her tteer well 
by the affftance of the fails, though, by this means, the bow 
will become fuller, to the prejudice of her failing, and of that 
property which fhould make a fhip Iefs fubject of driving to the 
leeward. It will be impoflible to reconcile thefe four properties ; 
and, that we may not lofe too much of any one of them, we mu 
refolve to lofe a part of the.others; and the fureft way, in moit 
cafes, will be to embrace that which moft favours the aStion of 
the rudder. 

‘ We have, in the firft book, explained feveral methods of de- 
fcribing the midfhip frame, which may be improved by the re- 
marks in the fecond and third books. 

‘ Suppofe we cannot perfuade~ourfelves to abandon the com- 
mon practical rules, nor venture at once to go ta the utmoft point 
of perfeétion, yet it isto be wifhed, that the breadth and depth 
fhould bear but a very fmall proportion to the length ; it is amat- 
ter of great importance, and merits the utmoft attention of the 
builders. The fection of the’midthip frame fhould be a triangle 
inlight frigates, but a re@tangle in fhips built for burthen. ‘In 
thefe laft, the breadth is continued the fafne as in midfhips, fora 
confiderable {pace, nearly the fifth part of the whole length. 

he common rules are very ‘wel! adapted to the building of fuch 


thips, and want very little amendment, but are very deficient th. 


the frigates, which beginta.marrow both fore and aft, from the 
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very midfhip frame. The fhips of war, as it were, keep a me 
betwixt thefe two; they are fhips of burthen, but their great 
weight is fituated in a very inconvenient manner, their center of 
gravity being too near their metacenter ; they muft, on that ac. 
count, and on account of carrying their metal, be broader iy 
proportion than other fhips. 

+ The principal dimenfions being eftablifhed, we may form the 
ribbands, and fo the work will be compleated. We may ule the 
method of approximation, delivered in the XIth chapter of the 
firft feQion of the firft book ; or conform to the tables, which we 
have with great pains calculated, and inferted at the end of the 
laft feGtion, that the praCical part may receive all the benefit that 
may accrue to it from theory.’ 

Mr. Murray next proceeds to give an abridgment of what Du- 
hamel has faid in his fecond edition, on the center of gravity ; 
but as this part of the work cannot be underftood without'the 
figures that accompany it, we muft refer the reader to the work 
itfelf, which contains many ufeful obfervations on that important 
fubje&. Our Author has concluded this part with fome experi- 
ments, made, he tells us, by one of our own countrymen, whofe 
abilities are unexceptionable. They appear, indeed, to be made 
with great accuracy, and prove that we fhall gain confiderably 
by placing the midfhip frame before the middle, perhaps at near 
two thirds of the length trom the after end. We could howe- 
ver have wifhed, that the ingenious experimenter had inveftigat- 
ed the caufe of this, as his remarks on what he calls the fridtion 
of the, water, feem to indicate that he does not want abilities. 
Perhaps thefe experiments may induce fome of the mathemati- 
cians to undertake the tafk, as it would be doing important 
fervice to their couniry. 

The work is concluded with the method of bevelling the 
cant timbers by the diagonal ribbands, &c. and fome obfervations 
on the mafting of fhips ; with the. proportions ufed in England, 
and particularly“in the royal navy. B 

e 





— — 


Continuation of the decount of Dean Swift's Pofthumous Pieces: 
See our lait Month’s Review, p. 156. 


N our two former articles relating to thefe pofthumous wr- 
tings of the inimitable Dean, we have proceeded about half 
way through the collection; anid now we cometa, 1. A tract 
entitled * On the death of Mrs. Johnfon.’—Of this lady (the 
very excellent Stella) we ‘have frequently had-occafion.to make 
woniidcrabic mention in eur Reviews, In the account of Lord 
Orrerys 
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Orrey’s remarks:on the life and writings of Dean Swift * we ex- 
patiated pretty largely on the fuppofition of her being the (con- 
cealed) wife of our Author ; and alfo onthe report of her being 
his fifter; and in the Review of Dr. Delany’s obfervations on 
Lord Orrery’s Remarks}, we likewife gave our Readers an ab- 
ftra&t of what the obferver had offered, in endeavouring to ac- 
count for the Dean’s myfterious condudt, in regard toa woman of 
fuch tranfcendent merit —Farther, in our account of Mr. 
Dean Swift’s Efflav on the Life, Writings, and Character of 
Dr. Jonathan Swift, we inferted fome additional anecdotes + 
and ftri€tures on this curious fubject: to all which, we now re- 
fer our Readers, by way of introduction to the enfuing parti- 
culars concerning the charming but unfortunate Stella, written 
by the hand of—what fhall we call him—her friend, her bro- 
ther, her Jover, or her hufband ? 

* This day, being Sunday January 28th, 1727-8, about eight 
o'clock at night a fervant brought me a note, with an account 
of the death of the trueft, moft virtuous, and valuable friend, 
that I of perhaps any other perfon ever was blefled with. She 
expired about fix in the evening of this day; and, as foon as 
Jam left alone, which is about eleven at night, I refolve, for 
my own. fatistaQtion, to fay fomething of her life and cha- 
racter, a 

‘ She was born at Richmond in Surrey on the thirteenth day 
of March, in the year 1 — Her father was a younger brother 
of a good family in Nottinghamfhire, her mother of a lower 
degree ; and indeed fhe had little to boaft of her birth. I knew 
her from fix years old, and had fome fhare in her education, by 
dire@ing what books fhe fhouid read, and perpetually inftructing 
her in the principles of honour and virtue; from which fhe 
never fwerved in any one action or moment of her life. She 
was fickly from her childhood until about the age of fifteen : 
But then grew into perte&t health, and was looked upon as one 
of the moit beautiful, graceful, and agreeable young women in 
London, only alittle too fat. Her hair was blacker than a ra- 
ven, and every feature of her face in perfection. She lived ge- 
nerally in the country, with a family, where fhe contracted an 
intimate friendfhip with another lady of more advanced years. 
1 was then (to my mortification) fettled in Ireland ; and, about 
ayear after, going to vifit my friends in England, I found the 
was a little uneafy upon the death of a perfon on whom fhe had 
fome dependance. Her fortune, at that time, was in all not 
above fifteen hundred pounds, the intereft of which was but a 
{canty maintenance, in fo dear a country, for one of her fpirit. 


* See Review, Vol. V. p. 414. t Ibid. Vo!. XI. p. 62. 
jg Abid. Vol. XU. p. 244. 
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Upon this confideration, and indeed very much for my own fs 
tisfaction, who had few friends or acquaintance in Ireland, | 
revailed with her and her dear friend and companion, the other 
fady *, to draw what money they had into Ireland, a great part 
of their fortune being in annuities upon funds. Money was 
then at ten per cent. in Ireland befides the advantage of turni 
it, and all neceflaries of life at half the price. ‘They complied 
with my advice, and foon after came over ; but, I happening to 
continue fome time longer in England, they were much dif. 
couraged to live in Dublin, where they were wholly ftrangers, 
She was at that time about nineteen years old, and her perfon 
was foon diftinguifhed. But the adventure looked fo like a fro- 
lic, the cenfure held, for fome time as if there were a fecret 
hiftory in fuch a removal; which, however, foon blew off b 
her excellent conduét. She came over with her friend on the 
in the year 170--; and they both lived together until 
this day, when ceath removed her from us: For fome yeats 
paft, fhe had been vifited with continual ill-health ; and feveral 
times, within thefe two years her life was defpaired of. But 
for. this twelve-month paft, fhe never had a day’s health ; and pro- 
perly fpeaking, fhe hath been dying fix months, but kept alive, 
almoft againft nature, by the generous kindnefs of two. phyfi- 
cians, and the care of her friends. ‘Thus far I writ the fame 
night between eleven and twelve. | 
« Never was any of her fex born with better gifts of the mind, 
or more improved them by reading ard converfation. Yet her 
memory was not of the beft, and was impaired in the latter 
‘ears of her life. But I cannot call to mind that I ever once 
ns her make a wrong judgment of perfons, books, or affairs. 
Her advice was always the beft, and with the greateft freedom, 
mixed withthe greateft decency. She had a gracefulnefs fomes 
what more than human in every motion, word, and aétion, 
Wever was fo happy a conjunétion of civility, freedom, exfinels 
and fincerity. “There feemed to bea combination among all that 
knew her, to treat her with a dignity much beyond her rank: 
Yet people of all forts were never more eafy than in her com- 
pany. Mr. Addifon, when he was in Ireland, being introduced 
to her; immediately found her out ; andif he had not foon after 
Jeft the kingdom, affured me he would have ufed all endeavours 
to cultivate her friendfhip. A rude or conceited coxcomb pafled 
his time very ill, upon the leaft breach of refpe&; for in fucha 
cafe fhe bel no mercy, but was fure to expofe him to the con- 
tempt of the ftanders by ; yet in fuch a manner as he was a 
fhamed to compiain, and du:ft notrefent, All of us, who had 
the happine(s of her friendfhip, agreed unanimoufly, that, inan 
afternoon or evéning’s converfation, fhe never failed before we 
parted of delivering the beft thing that, was faid in the a 
ome, 
* Mrs, Dingley. 
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Some of us have written down feveral of her fayings, or what 
the French call Bon Mots, wherein fhe excelled almoft beyond 
belief. She never miftook the underftanding of others; nor 
ever faid a fevere word, but where a much feverer was de+ 
ferved. | 

‘ Her fervants loved and almoft adored her at the fame time, 
She would, upon occafions, treat them with freedom, yet her de- 
meanour was fo awful, that they durft not fail in the leaft point 
of refpect. She chid them feldom, but it was with feverity, 
which had an effect upon them for a long time after. 

¢ January 29th, My head achs, and I can write no more. 

¢ January 30th, Tuefday. : 

‘ This is the night of the funeral, which my ficknefs will 
not fuffer me to attend. It is now nine at night, and I am re- 
moved into another apartment, that I may not fee the light in 
the church, which is juft over againft the window of my bed- 
chamber. 

¢ With all the foftnefs of temper that becamea lady, fhe had 
the perfonal courage of a hero. She and her friend having re- 
moved their lodgings to a new houfe, which ftood folitary, a 
parcel of rogues, armed; attempted the houfe, where there 
was only one boy: She was then about four and twenty: and, 
having been warned to apprehend fome fuch attempt, fhe learn- 
ed the management of a piftol; and the other women and fer- 
vants being half-dead with fear, fhe ftole foftly to her dining- 
room window, put on a: black hood, to prevent being feen, 
primed the piftol frefh, gently lifted up the fafh ; and, taking 
her aim with the utmoft prefence of mind, difcharged the piftol 
loaden with the’bullets, into the body of one villain, who ftood 
the faireft mark. The fellow, mortally wounded, was carried 
off by the reft, and died the next morning, but his companions 
could not be found. The Duke of Ormond hath often drank 
her health to me upon that account, and had always an high 
efteem of her. She was indeed under fome apprehenfions of 
going in a boat, after fome danger fhe had narrowly efcaped by 
water, but fhe was reafoned thoroughly out of it. She was 
never known to cry out, or difcover any fear, in a coach or on 
horfeback, or any uneafinefs by thofe fudden accidents. with 
which moft of her fex, either by weaknefs or affeCtation, appear 
fo much difordered. | 

_© She never had the leaft abfence of mind in converfation, nor 
given to interruption, or appeared eager to put in her word by 
waiting impatiently until another had done. She fpoke ina 
moft agreeable voice, in the plaineft words, never hefitating, 
except out of modefty before new faces, where fhe was fome- 
what referved ; nor, among o neareft friends, ever {poke much 
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atatime. She was but little verfed.in the common topics 6f 
female chat ; fcandal, cenfure, and detra&tion, never came out 
of her mouth: yet, among a few friends, in private conver- 
fation, fhe made little ceremony in difcovering her contempt of 
a coxcomb, and defcribing all his follies to the life ; but the 
follies of -her own fex fhe was rather ‘inclined to extenuate or to 
pity. 

: When fhe was once convinced by open facts of any breach 
of truth or honour, in a perfon of high ftation, efpecially in the 
church, fhe could not conceal her indignation, nor hear them 
named without fhewing her difpleafure in her countenance; 
particularly one or two of the latter fort, whom fhe had known 
and efteemed, but detefted above al] mankind, when it was ma- 
nifeft that they had facrificed thofe two precious virtues to their 
ambition, and would much fooner have forgiven them the com- 
mon immoralities of the Jaity. : 

© Her frequent fits of ficknefs, in moft parts of her life, had 
prevented ‘her from making that progrefs in reading which fhe 
would otherwife havedone. She was well verfed in the Greek 
and Roman ftory, and was not unfkilled in that of France and 
England. She {poke French perfeétly, but forgot much of it by 
neglect and ficknefs. - She had read carefully al] the beft books 
of travels, which ferve to open.and enlarge the mind. She 
underftood the Platonic and Epicurean philofophy, and judged 
very well of the defects of the latter. She made very judicious 
abftracts of the beft books fhe had read. She underftood the na- 
ture of government, and could point out all the errors of Hobbes, 
both in that and religicn. She had a good infight into phyficy 
and. knew fomewhat of anatomy; in both which fhe was in- 
ftructed in her younger days by an eminent phyfician, who had 
her long under his care, and bore the higheft efteem for. her per- 
fon.and underftanding. She had a true tafte of wit and good 
fenfe, both in poetry and profe, and was a perfect good critic 
of ftyle: neither was it eafy to ind a more proper or impar- 
tial judge, whofe advice an author might better rely on, -if he 
intended to fend a thing into the world, provided it was. ona 
jubjeét that came within the compafs of her knowlege. Yet, 
perhaps, fhe was fometimes too fevere, which is a fafe and par- 
donable error. She preferved her wit, judgment, and vivacity 
to the laft, but often ufedto complain of her memory, . : 
_..* Her-fortune, with fome acceffton; could not, as I have 
heard fay, amount to much more than two thoufand pounds; 
whereof a great part fell with her life, having been placed upon 
annuities in England, and one in Ireland. In a perfon. fo ex- 
traordinary, perhaps it may be pardonable to mention fome par- 


ticulars, although of little moment, further than to fet “~ 
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Ker character. Some prefents of goldpieces being often made 
fo her while fhe was a girl, by her mother and other friends, 
on promife to keep them, fhe grew in:o fuch a fpirit of thrift, 
that, in about three years, they amounted to above two hun- 
dred pounds. She ufed to fhew them with boafting ; but her 
mother, apprehending fhe would be cheated of them, prevailed 


in fome months, and with great importunities, to have them 
put out to intereft : when the girl loft the pleafure of feeing and - 


counting her gold, which fhe never failed of doing many times 
in a day, and defpaired of heaping up fuch another treafure, her 
humour took the quite contrary turn: fhe grew carelefs and 
fquandering of every new acquifition, and fo continued till a- 
bout two and twenty; when, by advice of fome friends, and 
the fright of paving large bills of tradefmen, who enticed her 
into their debt, fhe began to refle& upon her own folly, and 
was never at reft until fhe had difcharged all her fhop-bills, and 
refunded herfelf a confiderable fum fhe had run our. After 
which, by the addition of a few years and a fuperior underftand- 
ing, {he became, and continued all her life a moft prudent oe- 
conomift ; yet ftill with a ftrong bent to the liberal fide, where- 
in fhe gratified herfelf by avoiding all expence in cloaths, (which 
fhe ever defpifed) beyond what was merely decent. And, al- 
though her frequent returns of fickne’s were very chargeable, 
except fees to phyficians, 6f which fhe met with (everal fo ge- 
nerous that fhe could force nothing on them, (and indeed fhe 
muft otherwife have been undone ;) yet fhe never was without-a 
confiderable fum of ready money. Infomuch that, upon her 
Meath, when her neareft friends thought her very bare, her exe- 
cators found in her ftrong box about a hundred and fifty pounds 
in.gold. She lamented the narrownefs of her fortune in no- 
thing fo much, as that it did not enable her to entertain her 
friends fo often, and in fo hofpitable a manner as fhe defired. 
Yet they were always welcome; and, while fhe was in health 
to direct, were treated with neatnefs and elegance: fo that 
the revenues of her and her companion, pafied for much 
more confiderable than they really were. They lived always in 
lodgings, their domeftics confifting of two maids and one man.’ 
She kept an account of all the family-expences, from her arri- 
Valin Ireland to fome months before her death; and fhe would 
often repine, when‘looking back upon the annals of her hou- 
thold bills, that every thing neceffary for life was double the 
price, while intereft of money was funk almoft to one nalf; fo 
that the addition made to her fortune’ was indeed grown abf{o- 
lutely neceflary. 

* [I fince writ as I found time.] 

* But her charity to the poor was a duty not to be diminifhed, 
and therefore became a tax upon thofe tradefmen wao furnith 
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the fopperies of other ladies. She bought cloaths as feldom ag 
poflible, and thofe as plain and cheap as confifted with the 
fituation fhe was in ; and wore no lace for many years. Either 
her judgment or fortune was extraordinary, in the choice, of 
thofe on whom fhe beftowed her charity; for it went further 
in doing good than double the fum from any other hand. And 
I have heard her fay, fhe always met with gratitude from the. 
poor: which muft be owing to her fkill in diftinguithing 
proper objecis, «s well as her gracious manner in, relieving 
them. ; 

¢ But fhe had another quality that much delighted her, al. 
though it may be thought a kind of check upon her bounty;, 
however it was a pleafure fhe could not refift: I mean that of 
making agreeable prefents, wherein I never knew her equal,, 
although it be an affair of as delicate a nature as_moft in the 
courfe of life. She ufed to definea prefent, That it was.a gift 
to a friend of fomething he wanted or was fond of; and which, 
could not te eafily gotten for money. I am confident, during. 
my acquaintance with her, fhe hath, in thefe and .fome other 
kinds of liberality, difpofed of to the value of feveral. hundred 
pounds. As to prefents made to herfelf, fhe received them with 
great unwillingnefs, but efpecially from thofe to whom fhe had. 
ever given any; being on al! occafions the moft difinterefted 
mortal [ ever knew or heard of. 

¢ From her own difpofition, at leaft as much as from the fre-. . 
quent want of health, fhe feldom made any vifits ; but her own 
lodgings, from before twenty years old, were frequented by, 
many perfons of the graver fort, who all refpe&ted her highly, 
upon her good fenfe, good manners, and converfation. Among, 
thefe were the late Primate Lindfay, Bifhop Loyd, Bifhop Athe,Bi-. 
fhop Brown, Bifhop Stern, Bifhop Pulleyn, with fome others of 
Jater date ; and indeed the greateit number of her acquaintance. 
was among theclergy. Honour, truth, liberality, good-nature 
and modefty, were the virtues fhe chiefly poflefied, and moft, 
va'ued in her acquaintance ; and where fhe found them, would, 
be ready to allow for fome defects, nor valued them lefs, altho’, 
they did not fhine in learning cr in wit ; but would never give 
the leaft ailowance for any failures in the former, even to thofe: 
who made the greateft figure in cither of the two latter. She 
had no ufe of any perfon’s liberality, yet her deteftation of co-, 
vetous people made her uneafy if fuch a one was in her. com- 
pany; upon which occafion fhe would fay many things very en-. 
tertaining and humourous. 

« She never interrupted any perfon who fpoke; fhe laughtat: 
no miftakes they made, but helped. them out with modefty; and 
if a good thing were fpoken, but neglected, fhe would not let 
it fall, put tet it in the beft light to thofe who were prefers ~ 
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{iftened to all that was faid, and had never the leaft diftra@tion, 
or abfence of thought, : | 3 

‘ Jt was not fafe nor prudent, in her prefence,.to offend in 
the leaft word againft modefty; for fhe then gave full employ, 
ment to her wit, her contempt, and refentment, under which 
even ftupidity and brutality were forced to fink into.confufion ; 
and the guilty perfon, by her future avoiding hing like a bear-ox 
a fatyr, was never in a way to tranfgrefs a fecond time. 

‘ It happened one fingle coxcomb, of the pert kind, was ix 
her company, among feveral. other ladies ; and, in his flippant 
way, began to, deliver fome double meanings: the ref. flaps 
their fans, and ufed the other common expedients. praCafed in 
{uch cafes, of appearing not to mind or compsehend, what. was 
faid. Her behaviour was very different, and perhaps may be 


cenfured. She faid thus to the-man: ‘¢ Sir, all thefe ladies and 


| underftand your meaning very well, having, in. fpite.of our 
care, too often met with thofe of your fex who, wanted. man- 
ners and good fenfe. But, believe me, neither virtuous. nor 
even vicious women love fuch kind of converfation. However, 
I will leave you, and report your behaviour: and, whatever 
vifit I make, I.fhall firft enquire at the, door whether. you, are in 
the houfe, that.I may be fure to avoid. you.” 1 know not whe~ 
ther a majority of ladies would approve of; fuch a proceeding; 
but I believe the practice of it would foon put. ap end.to that. 
corrupt converfation, the worft effeét. of :dulnefs,, ignorance, 
impudence, and vulgarity, and: the, higheft affront to the mo- 
defty and underftanding of the female fex. 

« By returning very few vifits, fhe had net much company of: 
her own fex, except thofe whom fhe moft loved for-their. eafi- 
nefs, or efteemed for their good fenfe.;. and: thofe, ‘not infifting 
on ceremony, came often toher. But, fhe rather chofe men for- 
her companions, the ufual topics of ladies difcourfe being fuch, 
as fhe had little knowlege of, and lefs relifh, ‘Yet-no.man was 
upon the rack to entertain her, for fhe eafily defcended to any: 
thing that was innocent and diverting. News, politics, cen- 
lure, family-management, or town-talk, fhe always diverted to: 


fomething clfe ; but thefe indeed feldom happened, for fhechofe: 


her company better: and therefore many, who miftook her and 


themfelves, having folicited her acquaintance, and finding them-: 
felves difappointed after a few vifits, dropt off and the was: 


hever known to enquire into the reafon, or afk what was be- 
come of them. ' 

‘ She was never pofitive in arguing, and fhe ufually treated 
thofe who were fo, in a manner which well enough gratified 


that unhappy difpofition ; yet in fucha fort as made it very: 


contemptible, and at the fame time did fome hurt to the owners. 
Whether this proceeded from her eafinefs in general, or from her 
in- 
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indifference to certain perfons, or from her defpair of mending | 
them, or from the fame practice which fhe much liked in Mr. 
Addifon, I cannot determine; but when fhe faw any of the 
company very warm in a wrong-opinion, fhe was more inclined 
to confirm them in it than oppofe them. The excufe fhe com. 
monly gave when her friends afked the reafon, was, That it 
prevented noife, and faved time. Yet I have known herve 
angry with fome whom fhe much efteemcd for fometimes falling 
into that infirmity. a 

¢ She loved Ireland much better than the generality of thofe 
who owe both their birth and riches to-it; and, having brought 
over all the fortune fhe had in- money, eft the reverfion of the 
beft part of it, one thoufand ‘pounds, to Dr. Stephens’s Hof. 
pital. She detefted the tyranny and injuftice of England, in 
their treatment of this kingdom. She had indeed reafon to 
love a country, where fhe had the efteem and friendfhip of alt 
who knew her, and the univerfal good-report of all who ever 
heard of her, without one exception, if } am told the truth by 
thofe who keep general converfation. Which ehara€ter is the 
more extraordinary, in falling to a-perfon of fo much know- 
lege, wit, oe 8h qualities that are ufed to create’ envy, 
and confequently' cenfure ; and muft be rathér imputed to her 
great modefty, gentle behaviour, and inoffenfivenefs, than to 
her fuperior virtues. ! 

. © Although her knowlege, from books and company, was 
much-more extenftve than ufually falls to the fhare of her fex; 
yet fhe was fo far from making a parade of it, that her female 
vifitants, on their firft acquaintance, who expeéted to difcover 
it, by what they call hard words and deep ditcourfe, would be 
fometimes difappointed, and fay, they found fhe was like other 
women. But wife men, through all her modefty, whatever they 
difcourfed on, could eafily obferve that fhe underftood them: 
very well, by the judgment fhewn in her obfervations as well,as 
in her queftions.’ 

2. © On the Education of Ladies..—The ladies are in this 
fragment, treated, by the Dean, with his ufual feverity. He 
ftates this queftion, ** Whether it be prudent to chufe a wife, 
who hath good ‘natural fenfe, fome tafte of wit and humour, 
fufficiently verfed in her own natural language, able to read and 
relifh hiftory, books of travels, moral or entertaining difcourfes, 
and to bea tolerable judge of the beauties in poetry?” In dif- 
cuffing this queftion, the author inclines to the negative, and’ 
feems to be of opinion with thofe who maintain, that ¢ all af- 
fe&tation of knowledge, beyond what is domeftic, only ferves 
to render women vain, conceited, and.pretending: that thena- 
tural levity of women wants ballaft; and that when once fhe 


begins to think fhe knows more than others of her fex, fhe will 
begin 
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‘nto. defpife her hufband, and grow fond of every coxcomb 
who pretends to any knowledge in. books,’—-T his may be very 
true, with refpect to thofe ladies who have only the affecfation of 
knowledge ;. but where they have acquired rea/ knowledge, and 
have had their minds reailyimproved by a liberal education, we 
donot apprehend that the confequences which this witty fnarler 
hath here fet forth, are much to be feared. But the Dean was 
fo great an enemy to matrimony, that he took every occafion of 
manifefting his diflike of a ftate to which, indeed, his arbitrary, 
tyrannical difpofition, was but ill adapted. - Wedo not think it 
was poffible for any woman, noteven Mrs. Johnfon herfelf, to 
have been happy with fuch an Humouritt. 

3. ‘ A Difcourfe to prove the Antiquity of the Englith Tongue.’ 
fhewing from various inftances, that. Hebrew, Greek, and La- 
tin, were derived from the Englifh.’—-Whether this piece was 
intended as a fatire upon theconjectural labours of fome learned 
Etymologifts, -or whether the Dean threw it out merely in con- 
formity to his own favourite maxim, Vive la bagatelle, is a quef- 
tion not worth our very profound inveftigation ; but—it is a droll 

rformance, as will appear fromthe following fpecimen. 

¢‘ I think,’ fays this merry Philclogift, ‘1 can make it manifeft,, 
that our language, as we now fpeak it, was originally the fame 
with thofe of the Jews, the Greeks, andthe Romans, however 
corrupted in fucceding times by a mixture of barbarifms. fhall 
only produce, at prefent, two inftances among a thoufand from 
the Latin tongue. Cloaca, which they interpret a nece/fary-houfe, 
is altogether an Englifh word, the laft letter 2 being, by the mif- 
takeof fome feribe, transferred from the beginning to the end of 
the word. In the primitive orthography it is called @ cloac, which 
had the fame fignification; and ftil] continues fo at Edinburgh 
in Scotland: where a man in a ¢leac, or cloak, of- large circum- 
ference and length, carrying a convenient veffel under it, calls 
out, as he goes through the Reeets, Wha has need of me? What~ 
ever cuftomer calls, the veffel is placed in the corner of the ftreet, 
the chac, or a cloak, furrounds and covers him, and thus he is 
eafed with decency and fecrefy, t 

* But although I could produce many other examples, equally 
convincing, that the Hebrews, the Greek, and the Romans ori- 
ginally fpoke the fame language which we do at prefent; yet I 
have chofen to confine myfelf chiefly to the proper names of per- 
fons, becaufe I conceive they will be of greater weight to confirm 
what I advance; the ground and reafon of thofe names being cer- 
tainly owing to the nature, or fome diftinguifhing a@ion or qua- 
lity in thofe perfons, and confequently expreffed in the true an- 


-ticnt language of the feveral people. - 


_ ‘IT will begin with the Grecians, among whom the moft anti- 
€ntare the great leaders on both fides in the fiegeof Troy. For 
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it is plain, from Homer, that the Trojans fpoke Greek as wel) 
as the Grecians. Of thefe latter, Achilles was the moft valiant, 
This Hero was of a reftlefs unquiet nature, never giving himfelf 
any repofe-either in peace. or war; and therefore,. as 
Warwick was called a Kill-cow, and another terrible man g 
Kill-devil, fo this General was called a 4 Kill-eafe, or deftroy. 
er of eafe; and atlength, by corruption, Achilles. ' ) 
‘ Hedior, on the other fide was the braveft among the Trojans, 
He had deftroyed fo many of the Greeks, by hacking and teagi 
them, that his foldiers, when they faw him fighting, would cry 
out, “* Nowthe encmy will be hackt, now he will be tore” Ae 
laft, by putting both words together, this appellation was given 
to theis leader, under the namie of Hack-tore; and, for the more 
commodious founding, Heéor.: . 
¢ The next I fhall mention is Azdromache, the famous wife of 
He&ior. Her father was a Scotch gentleman, of a noble fami. 
by ftill fubfifting in that antient kingdom. But, being a foreigner 
i Troy, towhich city he had led fome of his countrymen in the 
defence of Priam, as. Diéfys Cretenfis learnedly obeferves ; Hee: 
tor fell.in love with his daughter, and the father’s name was An 
drew Mackay. .The young lady was called by the fame name, 
only: a little foftened to the Grecian accent. | 
Mars may be mentioned among thefe, becaufe he fought againt 
the Greeks. He: was called the God of War; and:defcribed as 
a fwearing, fwaggering companion, and a great giver of rude 
language. For, when he was angry, he would cry, * Kifsm 
<6 qe, My a--fe ina band-box, fy a--fe all over :” Whichhe 
repeated fo. commonly, that he gotthe appellation of A4-a-~; 
and, bya common abbreviation, A@’ars; from whence, by leav- 
ing out the mark of elifion, AdZzrs. And this is a common prae- 
tice among us at prefent ; as in the words D’anvers, .D’avenport, 
D’anby, which are now. written Danvers, Davenport, Danby, 
and many others. | 
The next is Hercules, otherwife called Alides. Both thefe names 
are Englifh, with little alteration ; and defcribe the principal 
qualities of that Hero, who was diftinguifhed for being a flave t 
his miftrefles, and at the fame time for his great ftrength and 
courage. Omphale, his chief mittrefs, ufed to call her lovers 
Her cullies ; and, becaufe this Hero was more and? longer fubjet 


to her than any other, he was in a particular manner called the f 
chief of her cullies; which, by an eafy change, made the word 


Hercules. His other name Akides was given him on account of 
his prowefs : for, in fight, he ufed to-ftrike on ail fides, and was 
allowed on all fides to be the chief hero of his age. For one of 
which reafons, he was called 4// fides, or Alcides ; but | am 
clined to favour the former opinion. ys 
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‘ As to Jupiter himfelf: it is well known that the ftatues and 

‘cures of this Heathen God, inthe Roman-catholic countries, 
refemble thofe of St. Peter, and are often taken the one for the 
other. The reafon is manifeft: for, when the emperors had 
eftablifhed Chriftianity, the Heathens were afraid of acknowledg¢ 
ing their heathen idols of the chief God, and pretended it was 
only a ftatue of the Few Peter, And thus the principal Heathen 
God came to be called by the antient Romans, with very little 
aitegation, ‘Jupiter. 

@ @xander the Great was very fond of eggs roafted in hot afhes, 
As foon as his cooks heard he was come home to dinner or fup- 
per, they called aloud to their under-officers, All eggs under the 
Grate: which, repeated every day at noon and evening, made 
ftrangers think it was that Prince’s real name, and therefore gave 
him no other ; and pofterity hath been ever fince under the fame 
delufion. 

‘ Archimedes was a moft famous mathematician. Hisftudies re- 
quired much filence and quiet: but his wife having feveral maids, 
they were always difturbing him with their tattle or their bufi- 
nefs; which forced him to come out every now and then to the 
ftair-head, and cry, ‘* Hark ye maids, if you will not be quiet, 
“ | fhall turn you out of doors.” He repeated thefe words, Hark 
ye, maids, fo often, that the unlucky jades, when,they found he 
was at his ftudy would fay, There is Hark ye maids, let uS {peak 
foftly. ‘Thus the name went through the neighbourhood ; and, 
at laft, grew fo general, that we are ignorant of that great man’s 
true name to this day. . 

‘ Mifanthropus was the name of an ill-natured man, which he 
obtained by a cuftom of catching a great number of mice, then 
fhutting them up in a room and throwing a cat among them 
Upon which his fellow citizens called him A4Zice.and throw pufs, 
The reader obferves how much the orthography hath been chang- 
ed without altering the found: but fuch depravations we owe to 
the injury of time, and grofs ignorance of tran{cribers. | 

‘Among the antients, fortune-telling by the ftars was a very 
beggarly trade. The profeffors: lay-upon f{traw, and their cabins 
were covered with the fame materials: whence every one that 
followed that myftery was called 4 /rraw lodger, or a lodger in 
ftraw ; but, in the new-fangled way of fpelling, Afrologer. 

@ Mofes, the great leader of thofe people out of Ezypt, was in 
propriety of fpeech called Mow feas, becaufe he m2wed the feas 
down in the middle, to make a path for the Iraelites,’ 

There is a much greater. variety of inftances in the original dif- 
Courfe ; but we have cited a number fufficient to fhew what kind 
of humour the Dean was in, when he wrote this piece: which he 
thus gravely concludes—‘* Thus have I manifeftly proved, that 
the Greeks, the Romans, and the Jews, {poke the language we 

I now 
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now do in England ; which is an honour to our country that f 
thought proper to fet in a true light, and yet hath not been done, 
as I have heard, by any other writer.” : > . 
We intended to have finifhed our Review of thefe Pofthumoys 
Works of a véry favourite Writer; but the matter is fo cur} 
fo various, and fo entertaining, that we find it impoffible to com. 
prife the Article within the limits firft propofed. But our Read. 
ers will forgive us :—it is not often we have it in our.power to ré, 
gale them with fuch delicious morfels, © ORS ona 4. 
6 
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The Pfalms tranflated, or paraphrafed, in Englifp Verfi: By 
JamesMerrick, M. A. late Fellow of Trinity-College, Ox. 
ford. 4to. 10s. 6d. fewed. Newbery, &c. - 


HEN the powers of imagination are employed to 

fmooth the paths of duty, and to win, by ornament 
and harmony, our attention to the precepts of life ; whatever 
may be the fuccefs of fuch efforts,—their end, their motive, at 
leaft, we cannot but applaud. ‘Truth, however, and impare 
tiality, oblige us to acknowledge that every attempt which the 
modern mufe has made upon the facred writings, allowing that 
fhe might have the moft laudable motives in view, has been 
equally vain. ‘Though her rhymes have not been unpolifhed; 
though her verfification has been fmooth at leaft, and far above 
contempt ; yet we have taken up her produétions without avi- 
dity, perufed them with languor, and laid them down without 
any other fatisfaction than that of finding ourfelves at the end. 
What is the caufe of this? ‘Thofe who have been at the pains 
of verfifying the fcriptures, and have feen with regret the ill 
fuccefs of their labours, willing at all events to defend the pro- 
priety of their undertakings, have transferred every caule of 
blame from the poet to the reader. It is the depravity of human 
nature, fays the difappointed verfifier: nothing that is pidus, 
nothing of a facred nature will ever fucceed. - This charge, 
however, we know, from other inftances, to be by no means 
founded in truth. The principal caufe, therefore, muft cer- 
tainly be derived from the different genius of the Englifh and 
the Hebrew poetry: and, nothing, indeed, can be more ftrik- 
ingly oppofite. “The eaftern mufe is daring, fervent, and un- 
fubdued in her progrefs; fnatching at figures remote in theit 
nature and difpofition ; frequently inattentive to confiftency and 
connection ; defultory in fentiment, and abrupt in’ expreffion 
Thefe properties are utterly unfit for the regular and limited walks 
wf rhyme. [What a figure; too, would Ofian make, were his 
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mifts and mountains, his grey dogs and feeble fons of the wind, 
ftrung in couplets !]—But befides this want of conformity and 
afimilation between language and fentiment, there are, we ap- 
prehend, other reafons, why the verfification of the facred writ- 
ings fhould not be attended with fuccefs; reafons which were 
obvious enough to Shaftefbury, when he obferved that no poem 
founded upon them would profper. 

With refpeé to the Book of Pfalms in particular, various 
attempts have been made to verfify it in our own language ; but 
they have been unfuccefsful from the firft to the laft. It has not, 
indeed, been attempted by men of diftinguifhed genius; yet 
fome, whofe poetical abilities were not altogether contemptible, 
have applied themfelves to the tafk. Sandys tells us, that find- 
ing the ] ittle advantage he made of his other poems, he had re- 
{umed his old fcheme of tranflating the Pfalms.—-Were Sandys 
now living, we prefume it would be the laft fcheme he would 
think of with any view to advantage. His tranflation, or rather 
paraphrafe, we have never looked into. It was, however, pub- 
lifhed; and it has funk into oblivion, with many others, on the 
merits of which we do not think it worth our while to enter ; 
fatisfied of the truth of what we have already obferved,; that the 
fongs of Sion will no more bend to the genius of a ftrange lan- 
guage, than their fingers would of old to the commands of their 
conquerors, when called upon to fing them in a ftrange land, - 

With regard to the merit of the tranflation before us, the 
Reader muft form his judgment from the following fpecimens : 

Pfalm cxxxvii. is one of the moft beautiful elegiac poems in all 
antiquity. The fubjeé is the happieft that could be fuggefted, 
The captivity of Sion was a proper object for the mournful har- 
mony of her own fongs.——The fcene upon the Euphrates; the 
harps fufpended on the willows ; the pathos and patriotic affec- 
tion defcribed in it are‘truly beautiful; but we have nothing to 
fay in favour of the barbarous conclifion, which, in our opi- 
anion, the Tranflator would have done better to have foftened, 


PSALM CXXXVII. 


Where Babylon’s proud water flows, 
We fate and wept, while in us rofe 
The dear remembrance of thy name, 
O fair, O loft, Jerufalem ! 
Our filent harps the willows bore, 
Whofe boughs along the extended fhore 
Their thades outfpread : when thus the Foe 
Infulting aggravates our woe : 
“ Came, tune to mirth your fullen tongue; 
** Rife, Hebrew flaves, and give the fong ; 
“* Such ftrains as wont your faae to iil, 
* On captive Sion’s boafted fii,” 
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How thall we yield to the demand? 
How, exiles in a heathen Land, 

Prefume the Heav’n-taught fong to raifey 
And defecrate the hallow’d lays ? 

If Sion from my breaft depart, 

Forget my hand its tunefal art : 

Fait to my palate cleave my tongue, 

If, when I form my fprightlieft fong, 
Aught to. my mirth fupply a theme, ' 
But Thou, O lov’d Jerufalem. 

Think, Lord, O think, when Sion lay 
Abandon’d to the dreadful day, 

How, as thy heavieft wrath fhe tried, 

** Down, down, exulting Edom cried, 
«* Down let the hated City fall, 

** And level to the duft her wall,” 
Daughter of Babylon, that woe, 
Deéprefs’d, confum’d, thyfelf fhalt know, 
Which we, dire Murth’refs, found from Thee s 
And Bleft, who fhall by God’s Decree 
Warn from thy fate each diftant Land 
To dread the Juftice of his hand ; 
Commiffion’d lead the flaughter on, 

And dath thine infants on the ftone. 





- This is, in general, the meafure in which the Pfalms are 
here tranflated; and we are forry that either this, or fome 
ftronger ftanza than that of the old tranflations was not ufed in 
Pfalm cvii. which contains fuch a beautiful, natural and moral 
defcription of the immediate agency of Providence, and is one} 
of the fineft compofitions in the whole book. Next in merit to 

-this is Pfalm civ. which we fhall fele& as a farther {pecimen. 


PSALM CIV. 


Awake, my Soul, to hymns of praife ; 
To God the fong of triumph raife. 
C cloth’d with majeity divine, 
What pomp, what glory, Lord, are thine! 
Light forms thy robe, and round thy head 
The Heav’ns their ample curtain fpread. 
Thou know’ amid the fluid fpace 
The ftrong-compa&ted beams to place, 
That proof to wafting Ages lie, 
And prop the chambers of the fky. 

Dehold, aloft, the King of Kings, 
Borne on the wind’s expanded wings, 
(ilis Chariot by the Clouds fupplied,) 
‘Through Heav’n’s wide realms triumphant rid@y 
Around him rang’d in awful flate 
Th’ aflembled ommns minificant-wait 3 


And 
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And Flames, attentive to fulfill 

The diétates of his mighty Will. 

On firmett bafe uprear’d, the Earth 

To him afcribes her wondrous birth. 

He fpake; and o’er each mountain’s head 
The deep its watry mantle fpread : 

He fpake ; and‘from the ‘whelming ‘flood 
Again their tops emergent ftood ; : 
And faft adown their bending fide’ 
With refluent ftream the Currents glide: 
Aw’d by his ftern rebuke they fly, — 
While peals of thander rend the fky, 

In mingled tumult upward borne 

Now to the ‘mountain’s height return, 
Now lodg’d within their peaceful bed 
Along the winding vale are led, 

And, taught their deftin’d bounds to know 
No more th’ affrighted earth o’erflow, 
But obvious to her ufe (their courfe 

By Nature’s ever copious fource — 
Supplied,) refrefh the hilly plain, : 
And life in all its forms foftain. ~ 7 
Here ftooping o’er the river's brink 

The herds and ‘flocks promifcuous dritik $ 
There, ’mid the barren Defert nurs’d, — 
The Wild-Afs-ccols his burning thirft: 
While faft befide the murm’ring fpring © 
The feather’d minftrels fit and fing, — 
And fhelter’d in the branchés fhuh 

The fervors of the mid-day fan. 

His fhow’rs with verdute crown -the hills 3 
The earth with various fruits lie fills : 
Preventive of their wants, “his aid 

Yields to the Brute the f{pringing blade ; 
For Man, chief objeé of his ‘care, 

His hands the foodful' herb prepare, 

The glad ning wine, reftcfhing coil, 

And bread that firings his nerves for toil. 
By Him with gemal moifture fed 

The Trees their fhades luxuriant fpread ; 
The Cedars, nurtur’d by his hand, 

On Lebanon's high‘furnmic ftand, 

And weave their focjal boughs, defign'd 
A refuge for th’ aerial kind : 

While on the Fir-trée’s foiry top 

The vagrant Stork is feen to ftop, 
Where, cradled in their waving neft, 

Her infant brood in fafety reft, 

See from the hills the Goats depend, 

Or bounding fromthe cliff deicend : 

The leffer tribes, in furry prise 

Array’d, the rocl& dark caveri?® hide. 


. | 
Ruy. Sept. 1765. R Her 
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Her way by Him prefcrib’d, the Moon 





Our feafons marks, and knows her own; 

And taught by Him the Orb of day 

Slopes in the Weft his parting ray. 

Now Night from Ocean’s bed afcends, 

And o'er the earth her wings extends ; 

While favour'd by the friendly gloom 

The fylvan race licentious roam : 

The Lions chief with hideous roar 

From God their needful food implore, 

And eager for the wonted prey 

Along the echoing Defert ftray ; 

Till now, as Morn approaches nigh, 

Back to their cavern’d haunts they fly, 

Where, fatiate with the bloody featt, 

The lordly favage finks to reft. 

His care fufficient to the day, 

Man to his labour takes his way, 

His tafk at edrlieft dawn begun, 

And ended with the fetting fun, 

Eternal Ruler of the Skies, 

How various are thy Works, how wife! 

Nor Earth a'one beholds her fhores 

Inrich’d fsom thy exhauftlefs flores ; 

Alike, throughout their liquid reign, 

Th’ extended Seas thy gifts contain : 

Beneath, unnumber’d reptiles fwarm, 

Of diff’rent fize, of diff'rent form ; 

Above, the fhips enormous glide, 

Incumbent on the burthen’d tide ; 

And oft, the rolling waves between, 

The huge Leviathan is feen, 

There privileg’d by Thee to flray, 

And wanton o’er the watry way. 

Thy care, great God, fuftains them alt; 

As, urg’d by hunger’s furious call, 

Expectant of the known fupply, 

To Thee they lift the afking eye, 

And reap from thy extended hand 

Whate’er their various wants demand. 

If Thou thy face but turn away, 

Their troubled looks their grief betray 5, 

If Thou the vital air deny, 

Behold them ficken, faint, and die; 

Dutt to its kindred duit returns, 

And Earth her ruin’d offspring mourns : 

Burt foon thy breath her lofs fupplies ; 

She fees a new-born race arile, 

eand, oe her regions icatter'd wide, 

The t.:fiines of thy hand divide. 
ary, tearlefs of decline 


“re y ' ; ° 
s ‘ry ‘ ye +} , 
ay glory, Lordyetnal! ever thine, 
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Thy Works in changelefs order lie, 
And glad their great Creator’s eye. |, 
Earth at thy look fhall trembling ftand, 
‘ Confcious of fov’reigh pow’r at hand, 
And, touch'd by Thee, Almighty Sire; 
The cloud-topt Hills in {moke afpire. 
To God in ceafelefs ftrains my tongue 
Shall meditate the grateful fong, 
And, long as breath informs my f ame, 
The wonders of his Love proclaim, 
Affur'd that his paternal ear } 
With fall regard my voice will hear ; 
His Aéts its unexhauited theme, . 

4 His favour my Delight fupreme. 
Behold his wrath on Sinners thed ; 
Behold them number’d with the dead: . 
But Thou, my Soul, the hymn of praife 
Jn loudeft notes triumphant raife ; 
And let confenting Nations join 
To blefs with Me the Name divine. 

To whatever poetical reputation Mr. Merrick may be eti- 
titled by this tranflation, his whole claim to merit does not reft 
upon that. His tranflation, ‘or rather paraphrafe; has frequently 
elucidated the text. Pafflages that were dark and difficult he has 
rendered eafy and obvious; and where, in our corfimon tranf{- 
htion, there appeared inconfiftencies and a waht of tonnetion; 
he has reconciled the former, and regilated the latter: 


From Psaim IV: 


What joy my confcious heart o’erflows ! 

Not fach th’ éxulting labourer knows, 

When to his long expetting eyes 

The Vintage and the harvelts rife. 
How much clearer and more natural is this interpretation, that 
“Thou haft put gladnefs in my heart, Jace * the time that their 
corn and wine and oil increafed !” 


Mr. Merrick acknowledges his obligations to the learned Dr. 
Lowth for feveral interpretations arid obférvations, through 
this work; and gives us reafoit to hope that the world will be 


favoured with them in fome future publication. . - 
* 


* Thus it ftands in the Common-prayer-book verfion ; but in the 
Pible-tranflation we read, “ Thou haft put gladnefs in my heart, mre 
tae tn the time :har their corn and their wine increafed.” G 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE 
For SEPTEMBER, 1765. 
ReEtiGctous.and CoNTROVERSIAL. 


Art. 11. Reliquie Sacre: or, Meditations on Selec? Paffages of 
Scripture ; and Sacred Dialogues between a Father and his Chil: 
dren. By the Reverend Mr. Richard Pearfall, Jate. Minifter 
at Taunton, Somerfetfhire. Publifhed from his. Manufcripts, 
defined for the prefs; by Thomas Gibbons, D.D.  ramo, 
6s. Buckland. 


E have already given our Sentiments. of fome of Mr. Pearfall’s 
writings, publifhed in his lifetime; fee Review, Vol. IX. p. 
232; and Vol. XIX, p.596. We have obferved, that the Reader is 
not to look for elegance or fpirit in the works of this Author ; but, at 
the fame time, it is allowed that they have their merit, His general 
and leading view, is to raife the thoughts of his readers, from natural 
to fpiritual and divine objects; to warm their hearts with gtatitude to 
the Great Parent of the univerfe, and to his Son, our gracious and 
compaflionate Saviour. He isnot always happy in the tranfitions he 
inakes from earthly to heavenly things; and there are fome very forced 
conceits to be met with in his performance : but the goodnefs of his:dee 
fiens will, in a great meafure, with candid readers, atone for the’ man- 
ner in which they are executed. Our chief objection is to the homible 
reprefentations he fo often gives of the eternal wrath and vengeance of 
the Almighty, againit his poor offending creatures. He lays great ftrels 
on the cternity of hell-torments ; and feems rather defirous 6 tertifying 
than perfuading finners to repentance. His fyftem, we allow, is what many 
will fet down as thoroughly orthodox; but orthodoxy itfelf is not, at all 
times, nor with all men, the fame thing: and therefore, wedoubt not, 
but there are many good Chriftians who will receive very dittle edi 
fication from fuch a reflection as the following, taken from his letter ad- 
drefled to the members of his congregation at Taunton, wrote but 2 
lutle while before his his death : Sars 
© Yo be delivered from the curfe of the Jaw, is a moft ineftimablepri- 
vilege, and to behold Jesus. bearing that curfe in his forréws unto death, 
is as important and glorious a fubjeét of contemplation as is poffible 5 an 
incarnate Gow dying, our furety paying the dreadful debt, the tremen- 
dous jufice of God Almighty /atisfied, and fheathing its flaming {wotd, 
the arathful throne of an offended deity fprinkled and’‘tutned ‘into a 
mercy-feat, are fubjeéts fit for angels themfelves to gaze upon, ahd ad- 
mire.’ This thort extraét will ferve as a fpecimen both of the Au 
thor’s principles, and of his manner of writing. 





Art. 12. Striftures on the Commentary and Conference of the. Reve 
rend. Mr. Dodd, Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majefly: With Re 
JSreEtions on the Reverend Mr. Heathcote’s ¢ Ufe of Reafon.’ By 
Mr, Antininny T. 8vo. 2s. Folingfby. 


Some fturdy Hutchinfonian hath bere made a vigorous attack om 
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{4r, Dodd’s Biblical Annotations :——poor Mr, Dodd! never was cul- 

it-commentator fo unmercifully belaboured ! 

Mr. Antininny hath alfo molt triumphantly rea/on’d again Rea/on :— 
alas poor Reafon ! , ' 

‘Mr. Heathcote, too, how terribly he is’ trimmed! 
Heathcote! | 

In good.faith, Mr. Antininny feems to be one of the moft formidable 
champions in the whole army of modern ¢ Cabasiftical Decypherers ;. and 
we wil have nothing to fay to him, left, the next time this Goliah 
thinks proper to brandifh his weaver’s beam, our jackets fhould likewife 
come in for a dufting. 





poor Mr. 


Art. 13. An Atiempt to reflore Scripture Forms of Worfbip; or a 
. Friendly Dialogue between a common Unitarian Chriflian, con- 
verted by fome late Writings, and an Athanafian: 12mo0. 4d. 
Worcefier, fold by 8. Gamidge. , 


In this Dialogue, the Unitarian has greatly the advantage of the Atha- 
nafian; who becomes fo far a convert to the opinion of his opponent, as 
to renounce-the authority of councils, fathers, creeds, &c. and to de- 
clare his determination, to give the New Teftament a ferious review, in 
order to a due confideration of all thofe paffages which refer to God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy fpirit.—This is a plain, fenfible piece, 
and is publifhed by the pious Author, with a view to its being diftri- 
buted among the common people, by thofe well-difpofed perfons who 
¢an afford to purchafe and give away ‘ {uch little traéts, in order to hel 
forward the glorious work of another reformation : which, adds he, wit 
great truth, though the times are favourable in feveral refpetts, is very 
much obftruéted by irreligion on one fide, and fuperftition and enthu- 
fiafm on the other,’ | 


PoLaTicat 


Art.14. 4 Pair. of Spectacles for fhort-fighted Politicians; or, a 
Candid Anfwer to a late extraordinary Pamphlet, entitled, * An 

- Honeft Man’s Reafons* for declining to take any Part in the new 
Adminifiration. 8vo. 1s. Williams. . ? 


This optical politician does not, like the Honef# Man, {ee the prefent 
édminiftration in the light of a flimfy cobweb, which every puny fly 
may break through. On the contrary, he regards it as a ttrong edi- 
fce, that promiies not the fhort date of a few mnths only, but an in- 
Gtafng and permanent fecurity. * It may, fays he, it will, no doub-, 
recewe additional buttreffes and new ornaments; but the foundation 
and groundwork will ftill continue the fame; a foundation, I truft, not 
t) be fhaken by the impotent blasts of envy aud malevolence, built asit 
, not on ollow ground, but on the united favour of the crown, and 
he almoft uae seoebetion of the people.’"—All this, however, is 
merely the Author’s private opinion, not argument. In fhort, thofe who 
only have recousfe to thefe political fpettacles, to affift them in gaining 
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* See Review for July; p. 76, . 
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an infight into the merits of this minifterial difpute, may truly be hid, 
as the apoftle expreffes it, to fee through a glats darkly. 


Art. 1 oy Letter tothe -Common-Council of London, on their late 
very extraordinary Addrefs to his Maeffy. 8vo. 1s. Nicoll, 


The addrefs on which this pamphlet is founded, hath been fo much 
the topic of public and private animadverfion, that we cannot fup. 
ofe any of our Readers unacquainted with this famous chif-dewir 
of the great city. | 
It was, certainly, a very ftrange and unaccountable procedure! 
How, in the name of common Jenfe, could the common counct! entertain 
the thought of fo cavalierly treating the king, in a congratulatory ad. 
drefs to his Majefty, on the birth of another prince? | 
But we need not expatiate on the abfurdity of their condyé; they 
have been pretty well chaftifed for it already, a only in the {pirited 
pamphlet now before us, but by a whole army of writers, in the pub- 
lic papers :—befide the univerfal cenfure pafled on them in all com. 
panies, as well in the city, as out of it. Yet, while we condemn 
the mifbehaviour of thofe few reprefentatives of the citizens, con- 
cerned in drawing up and prefenting this ridiculous and obnoxious 
paper, let us not indifcriminately involve their con/fituents in the fame 
fentence ; for we are well fatisfied, that the offenfive part of that ad- 
refs, is by no means agreeable to their fentiments. ‘The paragraph 
in queftion appears rather to have been the fole atchievement of one 
factious citizen, who had, fomehow, gained a great afcendency in 
the councils of his brethren; (an afcendency which we hall not here 
retend to account for) but who poffibly hath, by this rafh behaviour, 
effeétually opened the eyes of thofe who have fuffered themfelves to 
be hood-winked, and guided, till they have found themfelves in the 
fituation of the dhind /ed by the biind. . 


Art. 16. Remarks on the Importance of the Study “A Political Pam- 
phiets, Weekly Papers, Perisdical Papers, Daily Papers, Palis 
tical Mufic, Sc. 8vo. 1s. Nicoll. 


Attacks the political writers, in a ftrain of irony, not unlike that 
of th: great Swift; nor much, if at all, inferior to the fpirit and 
energy of that admired writer. The main drift of the Author, is tq 
ridicule the popular ¢lamour raifed againft the Scotch; which he does 
with temper, humour, and pleafantry. 


Art. 17. The Merits of the New Adminiftration truly fated; im 
. Aufwer to the feveral Pamphlets qnd Papers pyublifoed againf 
thm. 8vo. 18. Williams. 


In this fenfible defence of the New Miniftry, the pretended charges 
againft them, contained in the feveral papers and pamphlets lately pub: 
Iithed onthe fubjeét, (and which the Authorconfiders as malicioufly urged 
by the agents of their late predeceflors in power) are reduced to the l- 
lowing inconfiderable nnmber, viz. ¢ That the new minifters are under 
the influence of the favorite ;—which appears to be fai/e. That they 
aye recommended to the crown by the D— of C—-— s:—-whic} 
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does them honour. ° That they are difavowed by Mr. Pitt ;—which 
has not yet been proved. That they are young ;—which is portly true 
and not pertinent. And that their adminiftration will not be / fing, 
which is more than either they can deny, or their enemies affirm, 
with certainty.’ 

This mixture of falfhood, encomium, prefumption and conjec- 
ture, as our Author terms it, is, fays he, ‘ repeated and diverfified 
every day in order to make the impreflion, which a plain and inte- 
refing truth would have made upon the underftandings of men, with- 
out repetition or ornament.” He confiders each of thefe charges ; 

ijng ‘that the only one which, in his opinion, deferves confi- 

deration, is that of the favorite’s influence: upon which the greatett © 
refs has been laid, as being the moft popular.—What he fays upon 
this,gapital article, as well as upon the others, is {pecious, if not 
alll fatisfattory ; and, to fay the leaft, deferves to be well attended 
to. The Writer gives us to underftand that he has a feat in the 
houfe; which may be true; but whether true or not, this is a cir- 
comftance that can neither add to, nor detract from the merit and | 
weight of his reafonings. 


MEDICAL, 


Art. 18. The Praétice of Inoculation impartially confider’d; its fiznal 
Advantages fully proved; and the popular Objections againft it : 
cnfuted: In @ Letter to Sir Ed. Wilmot, Bart. By John An- : 
drew, M.D. 8vo. 4s. Exeter printed, and fold by Wil- 
fon and Fell in London, 4 


Publifhed by Dr. Andrew, with the view of obviating the prejudices 
which have obitrufied the practice of inoculation in the city and neigh- 
bourhocd of Exeter. To his own account of the practice, ‘and his . 
great fuccefs therein, he has added the fentiments of Dr. Hoxham *, 


— other eminent phyficians, relative to this very interefting 
ject, BA 


* As communicated in private letters to the Author, 


PoOETICA L. 


Art.19. Original Poems on feveral Subjeéts. By William Ste- 


venfon, M. D. 8vo. 2 Vols. 5s. Hawes, &c. 


Whatever may become of Dr. Stevenfon’s poetical charatter, he is 
Cranly aman of good fenfe and found judgment; for he advifes his 
ts not to take up his poems tll they have dined well, and drank 
Pentifully, We heartily recommend the Doétor’s prefcription to every. 
reader of thefe Original Poems; though hard is the fate of us Re- 
newers, who, it is well known, never dine at all. ‘Ls: 
Wie or of Dr. Stevenfon’s poems: from his Charaéter of Chugchiii’s.. 
| Not nature juft in ev'ry part, 
But tranferipts-of the writer's heart ; a 2 ae, Y 
_: + Magaries of a troubled. brain, A 
~*' dneffably abfurd and ‘vain. : ’ 
R4 Wild 
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Wild.thoughts, made wilder by, his pen, 
Stuff’d into. characters of men. : 
As Rome’s great fatirift defcribes 

A moniter form’d from various tribes, 
With which his reader’s eye he feafts, 

. Women and fifhes, fow!s and heafts. - 
Thus C l’s frantic pencil draws, 
Exalts with blame, damns with applaufe, 
Nor ftrange, himfelf fo little man, 
So litde human in his plan.— 








As Mr. Churchilt is not living, to return this blow, the. Author, t 
avoid the imputation of meannefs, on account of this pofthumous at. 
tack of our late dieaded.fatirift, declares that what: he has let fall, with 
regard to Mr. C. was written before that gentleman’s deceafe. G. 


Art. 20. Kimbolton-Park, a Poem. Folio. IS. Dodfley, 


The fubjeét of this poem feems to have given more occafion to ‘re. 
fieCtion than defcription : and the poem itfe]f appears to have proceeded 
rather from the gratitude of the Author than the importance of the ob- 
je&t. Kimbolton is a feat ofthe Duke of Manchefter, if we miftake 
not, in the neighbourhood of Huntingdon, and was the place where 
Catherine, queen of Henry VIII. retired, after being divorced from 
her cruel and brutal hufband, ‘the poet avails himfelf of that circum 
ftance, and throws ig into the following pathetic verfés ; . 


When baplefs England fele a tyrant’s fway,* 
And that fierce tyrant fell to luft a prey, - — 
Here fill’d with grief, an injur’d princefs fled 
From fhort liv’d grandeur, and divided bed: 
Oppreffion fpread her horrors o’er the plain, 
And all thy {weets, Kimbolton, bloom’d in vain. 


For not the fragrant breath of rofy morn, 
Nor tuneful Jark- on rifing pinions borne, - , 
Nor ali the verdure of the blooming {pring 
Can to the broken heart loft pleafure bring. 


In England then the fons of freedom. flept, 

And drooping virtue over their afhes wept ; 

In vain for right the Royal Stranger cried ; 
‘That right his flaves enjoy’d her ‘Lord dény’d : 
Yon inmoft grove oft heard her mournful tale ; 
Her forrows fpread, along this filent vale ; 
Till Fate in pity call’d her to the fhore, 
Where Juft and tyranny opprefs no more. 


Sentiments of great humanity and goodnefs of heart are {catered 
throagh different parts of the poem; and, though. not without: fome 
, weak, inaccurate and unpolifhed lines, it is upon the whole a pretty 
~ performance. : bL, 


Art. 21. 4 Tranflation of the Pfalms of David, attempted in the 
Spirit of Chrijtianity, and adapted to ihe Divine Service. By 
: Chriftopher 
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. Chriftopher Smart, A.M, fometime Fellow of Pembroke- 
hall, Cambridge, .and: Scholar of that Univerfity. gto. 
Royal Paper One Guinea, Common Paper Half a Guinea, 
Bathurft, &c. F ' 
' As Mr. Smart, fo highly refented the manner in which. we mentioned 
fome of his late produétions, and as we found he was. fo fenfibly hurt 
what we faid of. them, however juftly or however tenderly we ex- 
refled ourfelves, this confideration drew from us a promife, that he 
fhould, for the future, have little caufg to be offended with us on that. 
account*: indeed fome unhappy circumftances in this gentleman’s life, 
feem to have given his latter writings a peculiar claim to. a total-exemp- 
tion from criticifm. Accordingly, we chufe to be filent, with regard to 
the merit of the prefent publication. 


* See Rev. Vol. XXIX. p, 398. 


Art, 22. Fables in Verfi. By T. Mozeen.. 12mo. 2 Vols. 
5s. Bladon, &c. 


Although Mr. Mozeen’s Fables are too inconfiderable for criticifm, he 
may think it but bare juftice, in a work of this kind, that a fpecimen of 
his-abilities fhould be given ; take, then, the following: 


Where principals are found and true, 
_ Dependents oft are known {0 too. 
In Charles the fecond’s giddy reign, 
A monarch idle, loofe, and. vain, 
His fav’rives were compos’d of fuch, 
As ne'er knew fcruple, check, or grutch 
At ath’ifms, blafphemy, and ‘bets 
Subjeéts that made their mafter gaudy ; 


That is, the king was finely drefs’d and deck’d out with atheifm, blaf- 
phemy, and bawdy ; and a fine figure he muft have been! But here | 
comes fomething: fill more brilliant! . ' 
a ——— Who, the way to happinefs won’d hit, 

Copy the modes of Cu mperanp and Pirt,, 

TemPue, Devon, Onstow, Gaanay, PRATT, 

A judge ne’er check’d by:confeience as he. fat; 

The gen‘rous Nor rHUMBERLAND remark, 

His Lapy, rich in virtues every fpark ;— 
As we think the third line, in particular, of this.laft quotation, inimitable, 
fome apology may be neceflary: for the following humble attempt in the 
fame way ; which we fubmit to the judicious Reader’s correction : 


FEsor, Locman, Prirpay, Fontaine, Gay, Moore, 
All, by the great Mozegn, kick’d out 0° door! 








MIscELLANEOUS. 


Art. 23. Queries; Georgical, Political, Phifiological, and really in 
fame Infiances bordering upon the Polemical, Folio. 64. 
Becket. ; 9 

From 
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From the fingular manner in which this pamphlet is printed,—without 
title-page, preface, introdution, capital letter, comma, clon, femi-colon, 
full-point, note of admiration or interrogation,—we concluded, at firft 
fight, that the Author muft certainly be a little whimfical ;—and on per- 
uling his queries, we were confirmed in the conjecture: with this addition, 
however, in his favour, that he is undoubtedly a man of genius, and 
extenfive knowledge. What his particular view in publifhing them 
may be, is not altogether fo apparent; and our Readers, from a peru- 
fal of fome of the queries, collected with no more regard to coherence 


and conneétion than the Author hath fhewn, will know as much of the 


matter as we do. 
* what benefit hath the irifh multitude reaped from the dublin fociety 


* are not the irifh peafants partiularly thofe of munfter and connaught - 


the moft miferable flaves in his majefty’s dominions . 

‘ from what caufes hath the.reformation made fo {mall progrefs in 
ireland a 7 
‘ when doétor berkeley preached up corn-hufbandry to the irifh did 


he not advife three fourths of them like the giants in itory to war againf - 


heaven | : 
_* is not the giant’s caufeway too regular for a frolick of nature too 
enormous for art 


* what benefit hath accrued to fcience hufbandry or trade from the | 


edinburgh focieties 

* are not the tenants of the north of fcotland a fawning ftarvling itchy 
generation 

* how confonant to humanity would be the reply of a cock laird were 
the mifery of his tenants hinted at god help you man they ken nae better 

‘ is not the faculty agreed that oatmeal is cooling and wholefome and 
that the fcotch fiddle is confequent to poverty and uncleanlinefs 

* are not the fcotch beef mutton fifh oats and greyhounds fuperior in 
quality to the Englifh . 

§ why don’t forty fhillings a year give right to a vote in fcotland as in 
england and ireland 

‘ had there been no london fociety would commerce the fine arts and 
the coarfe have been Jefs forward 

* while intending to encourage induftry has not the good fociety in 
fome cafes promoted idlenefs 

« in aiming at the ufeful has the fociety never hit on the frivolous 

‘ is one hundred pounds an adequate premium for raifing five tons of 
wine in america woald not a medal a feather or a nick-name have been 
rather more proper 


‘ 1s genius to be bribed or coaxed into exiftence 


* hath any academy or literary fociety hitherto inftituted given rife to 


a bacon a milton a corregio + pM : 
‘ is the circulation of {mattering in each department of fcience to the 
advancemént of learning in any 


* as many fkippers grudge the expence of a compafs whatis to be the | 


price of harrifon’s time: keeper 


7 


‘ which are of moft’ afe to true hufbandry the reveries of an ignorant. 
theorift.affuming the name of an effex or fuffex farmer or the vapogrings’ - 


of a fchool mafter with his headpiece incumbered with gimcracks to the 
ccturiment of his pupils or the vauntings of a practical farmer — to 
t erveé 
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fepve his own ends mounts the hobby-horfe of the man he has a defign 
PP : are the writers on hufbandry fo given to the marvellous is it 
becaufe hefiod lilted and marovfung that they think the fubje& altogether 
oetical 
ve are not divers weights and meafures difgraceful to 9 civilized nation 

‘ js it not abfurd to bartér corn by méafure of capactty 

‘ js not out present marriage act adverfe to population 

‘ are the game laws confiftent with the liberty of the fubject 

¢ js not prohibiting the farmer from killing hares and partridges of 
that {pecies of folly which defeats its own ends 

‘who are moft idle boys at blind mavs buff or a pack of {quires 
difturbing the country by purfuing a little vermine which any man could 
deftroy for three ha]fpence a 

© are there Jefs than three million of horfes in great britain 

* don’t thefe confume half as much grain as the people 

‘ valuing the life of a horfe at twelve years don’t two hundred and 
fifty thoufzad of the brutes die annually 

* would it not be political (at leaft in times of dearth) to fatten for the 
fhambles all urferviceable horfes 

‘ would not unfound horfe flefh be equally diftinguifhable with meafled 
pork rotten mutton and turnep fed beef 

‘ how far were it political to take off the bounty on corn exported 

‘ have not fome Jate regulations proved hew dangerous it is to inno- 
vate rafhly in matters commercial , 

¢ import afide muft not the populowfiefs of countries keep pace with 
the fertility and cultivation 4 | 

‘ hath not che fcoundrel americus got into the faddle of chriftophilus 
columbus 

‘ bedaubed with fan&imonious fopperies hath not hernan corte; got 
farther into the fog than pelides achilles . 

* doth not ynca capac yupanki heave a head of the tyrian hercules 

‘ from the glimmering of the hiftory of america fince difcovered was 
not mexico much more populous than is any one region at prefent from. 
hudfons bay to cape horn? sagas | 

There are many other queries (the whole number amounting to 115) 
relating to England, Scotland, Great Britain, and America; to com- 
merce, Agriculture, ‘population, &c. With regard to many of them, 
the Author’s aim may be eafily gueffed; but to difcover the drift, and — 
even the fenfe of fome of them, may require the genius of Gidipus, 


Art. 24. The Hiftery of a Corporation of Servants, difcovered a few 
Years ago in the interior Parts of South America. Containing — 
fome very {urorifing Events and extraordinary Charaéters, 8v0. 
‘as. Dilly. ! | 


What is here called The Hifory of a Corporation of Servants, contains 
2 general view of the character and conduét of the clergy, from their firft - 
eltablithment to the prefent times. ~The Author's defign is to expofe 
the clergy in the northern part of our ifland, and bis hiftory, which is 
written with fome fpirit and humour, contains feveral fatyrical ftrokes, 
and allufions to particular. proceedings, which thofe who are unac- 
’ ” quainted 
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quainted with the ftate of ecclefiaftical affairs in Scotland will net be 
able to comprehend. R 
® 


Art. 25. The Art of Riding ; or, Horfemanfhip made eafy: Exem- 
plified by Rules drawn from Nature.and Experience. By J. L. 
Jackfon, Efq; 12mo. 1s, Cooke. 


Pyratically copied from THomson’s Rules for bad Horfemen ; with a 
few additions, from other publications of prior date.. If there be any 
fach. perfon as J. L. Jackfon Efq; we fhalk only add, that be is 2 very 


moideft gentleman. 


Art. 26. Continuation of the Complete Hiftory of England. By T. 
Smollet, M.D. Vol. the 5th. 8vo. 5s. Baldwin. 
We have fo often expreffed our fentiments relating to Dr, Smollet’s 


hiftorical performance, that we apprehend nothing farther is neceffasy, 
on the prefent occafion, tham barely to inform our Readers, that. the 


_Dofgtor hath. compleated, his work, down to the prefent year, 176s, 


inclufive. 


Art. 27. The School-mafter’s moft ufeful Companion, and Scholar’s 
beft Inftrudtor in the Knowlege of Arithmetic. By D. Fenning, 
Author of the Royal Dictionary, &c. &c. 12m0. es. 
Crowder. 


This is a very plain afid-eafy book for young learners ; and is diffe- 
rent from moft, if not all, other compilations of the kind, in refpeét of 
the fecond pact; in which Mr, Fenning gives a fhort and eafy fketch of 
book-keeping, by way of common debtor and creditor only. He has alfo 
added an appendix, containing rules for crofs multiplication, which he 
has likewife reduced to actual practice in meafuring carpenters, joiners, 
paviors, thatchers and. bricklayers work. Some brief inftructions for 
gauging, conclude the whole. 


Art. 28. 4 Defence of Free Majfonry, as pra&ticed im the regular 
Lodges, both foreign and domejlic, under the Con/ftitution of the 
Englifo Grand-mafter. 8vo. 1s. ‘Flexney. : 


‘We often meet with pamphlets about Free-mafoary, but we cas 
mcver, with certainty, tell what to make of them, We believe they. 
are, for the moi part, impofitions on the public, written by the mafons 
thenvfelves,. and making Sham ai/cowerses, with the fole view of miflead- 
ing their readers, How far the prefenc trad is, or is not, to be deemed 
of this fort, we canuct venture to pronounce. Its profefed defign is to 
refate-*-Mr.Dermot’s abfurd and ridiculous account of Free-mafonry, 
in his book, entitled Ahiman Rezon;’ and yet it is very poffible’ that 
the author of d/eman Reaon, and of this refutation of it, are one and the 
fame perfon. But, whatever be the /ecret of this publication, it may be 
more. material to inform our Mafonical Readers, that there is printed at 
the end.of the Defence, a colle&tion: of very good Mafon’s Odes and 
Songs, mot ef them faid to be ‘entirely new, and never before 


. 7 


printed.’ 


Art. 29 
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Art. 29. Thoughts on the Tintes, and the Silk Manufaéture ; joew- 
ing its Utility, ‘and the great Lofs that is octaftoned by the Impor- 
tation of French and Italian wrought Silks. With the Caufe of 
the Weavir’s Diffatisfattion. And a-Romédy againft any future 
Apprehenfions of a Diflurbance of the public Peace, by their Dif- 
contents. 8vo. 1s. Wilkie. was 


Though the Author of thefe thoughts is not an:elegant, nor, infall 
refpects, perhaps, a judicious Writer ; yet he feems to be thorogghil 
acquainted with the real ftate of our‘filk manufaQures: an article, 
prodigious confequence tothe commercial intereit of this nation. He 
clearly fhews, that the weavers ,have, rea/on for the complaints they 
have made, and that their great diftrefs proceeds from ‘two caufes, 
yiz. the importation of foreign manufactured filk, and the prefeat 
dearnefs of provifions: ‘ the.one, fays he, prevents their being em- 
ployed, the other, their being able to make /aif? with the little they.do 
earn.’ Thefe caufes of-necefiity and of complaint, are fully enguited 
into, and ftated, by this zealous advocate for the weavers; with the 
view of evincing the neceffity of pafling the bill to probib:t foreign ma- 
nufaiured flks: to which-bill, indeed, we think it is here made very 
apparent, that all good Englifimen ought heartily to with fuccels. 


Art, 30. A Letter to the Mhonthly Reviewers: With a Word of Aa- 
vice. By Phi'overitas, Author of a Short Analyfis of Dr. 
Rheid’s Enquiry into the Humah Mind. ‘8vo. 6d: Nicoll. 


The Author of this’ Letter, who‘andertook fome tiitie azo to una- 
lyfe Dr. Reid’s Enquify before he knew how to fpell the Doétor’s 
name, hath here attacked the Reviewers, for’ their treating his ‘{aid 
Analyfis’ with contempt.——“We_ have already éxplained ourfelves * 
concerning the manner ‘in ‘which we thought proper to treat-Dr- 
Reid’s book when’ it ‘firft appeared ; dfter which: ‘we cannot forbear 
fmiling at the felf-fafietency of this ‘pany metapliyficinn ; who, Jay- 
ing hold of an equivocal expreffion’ or ‘two-in our ‘work, affumes the 
merit of having undecéived or’ thfttuéted the Reviewers with regard to 
that performance. ——* What @ duft do I raife!’ faid the fly on the 
ehariot-whee].——Print another fix-pennyworth, ‘Mr. Letter-writer, 
and enjoy your felf-importance at’ leifure: Our ‘Readers mutft do 
us the jnftice to own, we are never backward in defending ourfelves 
againit objects worthy of contention ; but it would be, paying theman 
ill compliment to fpend our time in killing fies. 














_* In anfwer to an ingenious Correfpondent, in Norfolk. See Re- 


view for June laft, p. 435. 
. K-n-kh. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


To the MonTHLY REVIEWERS. 


, SouTHAMPTON, Sept. 10, 1765, 
GENTLEMEN, 5 hae es ; 
¢ er reprinting old books, and impofing them on the public a¢ 
htw productions, if not a direé&t fraud, is at leaft very unfair 
and difingenuous ; and as fuch, (if { miftake not) has been fometime? 
taken notice of in the Review. But it cannot be expeéted that the 
gentlemen concerned in that ufeful work fliould be acquainted with 
every antiquated pamphlet, which time and its own worthleffnefs 
feemed to have configned to utter‘oblivion. I therefore take the free- 
dom to acquaint you, that I have now by me a traé intitled ‘ The 
Plain Man’s Guide, &c.’ with every tittle expreffed, as in the title- 
page of the new publication ; and in the body of the book the very 
fentence tranfctibed in the laft Review, p. 161, from Comparing of 
which, I make not the leaft doubt of its being the very book printed 
by B. Motte, for R. Clavel, at the Peacock in St. Paul’s church-yard, 
2708. But; Gentlemen, though the deteétion of this ftale fallacious 
pamplilet was the immediate o¢cafion of this addtefs, yet I cannot 
take my leave without returning.thanks.for the improvement I have 
receiyed by your folid anfwer to Philalethes*.. The fubje& has been? 
made fo intricate by learned pens, that a plain unlettered under. 
ftanding, hike mine, inftead of receiving fatisfaction, 1s hlee to meet 
with perplexity; , {chool-jargon, and profound darknefs, from the la- 
bours of mott divines, Fn ste profeffedly undertaken to inveftigate 
the fubject. Indeed, it did always appear to mé a ftrange kind of 
logic to affert, that the fufferings of an innocent perfon, was a mark 
of God’s deteftation of fin; and that an att of the higheit injuftice 
and cruelty, had in its own nature a tendency to induce God to be 
merciful, and beftow pardon on the guilty : this feemed to me unac- 
countable, yet I acquiefced in it, as a myftery unfathomable by the 
human mind; which I fuppofed fo unhappily conftituted, as to be 
uncapable of difcerning the harmony of the divine perfections in the 
work of redemption, : 
Iam, Gentlemen, your moft humble fervant, 

! A. G. 
*.* We are .obliged to A. G. for his information relating to the 
© Plain Man’s Guide,” which we /u/veGed to be an old tract revived ; 
but not being certain of the fact, did not think ourfelves autherized 

to mention that circumfanee. - 


f Vid. theArticle, CorRESPONDENCE, at the end of laft month’s 
Review. 


—_ —s 


4++4+ We are much obliged to the Author of the Lester from Cheape 
fiz. ‘The Medical performance therein mentioned was really overs 
looked ; but a copy thereof is now procuredy and due notice will be 
taken of it, in a fubfequent Review. 


I HAVING 
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AVING feen a Letter figned S. Dunn, wherein that gentleman 
complains that we have not given a fair account of his pam- 


. phlet*; and particularly that wwe foould have foewn in what parts his 


principles are wrong; and that what we bave tranferibed from Maupertais 
is nothing : it will perhaps be expedted that we thould offer fomething 
in our own vindication. ~ - . 

We were always perfuaded that experience was the beft, and often 
the only criterion of metaphyfical principles. Is.was this, we know, 
that demolished the fyftem of Ptolemy, and the vortices of Defcartes; 
and on this touchftone we think thofe of Mr. Dunn fhould be tried. . 

In the paflage we tranfcribed from Maupertuis, that able mathe- 
matician very juftly obferves, that if the declination of the ftars be 
found to be the fame in different latitudes, the plumb-line muft be 
‘every where perpendicular to the furface of the earth. Now it is fuf- 
ficiently proved from obfervations in England, in France, in Ruffia, 
in Jamaica, -in St. Helena, at the Cape of Good Hope, and at the 
Mouth of the Ganges, that thefe declinations are the fame; confe- 
quently the plumb-line muft have the fame tendency in: different la- 
titudes. Doés not this abundantly prove that the direétion of the 
plumb-line doth not vary in different places, both in longitude and 
latitude, as Mr. Dunn has afferted it does? : 

Befides, if the large corrections of our Author were abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, it would be impoffible to condu& a fhip acrofs the ocean to 
the Weft-Indies, by any time-keeper, however correct; without lofing 
her longitude more than half a'degree.” But it is well known that 
Mr. Harrifon has carried a fhip twice to that part of the globe without 
Jofing his longitude even a quarter of a degree. -- If therefore we take 
experience for our guide, we fhall furely‘conclude, that no corrections 
of this kind are neceflary. 3 

We fhall now leave the Reader to judge whether we did not give a 
fair account of Mr. Dunn’s work, and whether the paffage we tran- 
fcribed from Maupertius was, or was not, any thing to the purpofe. 


- ® See our laft; p. 143. : Bd. 


sepauieseninnenentiannniteasiiiniatl 
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«> The Author of The Tutor, a Poem, in MS. miftakes the pro- 
vince of the Reviewers: they have nothing to do with maau/cripts. 
They @& not recollect the Ode ox Virtwe which he mentions: 


1§t The Author of the Antidote, fee our laft, p. 161, feems diffa- 
tisfied with theymoderate fhare of praife we have beftowed on his per- 
formance. No doubt 4e thinks it exce//ent: had the Reviewers been 
of the fame-opinion, he may be affured, they would honeftly have 
exprefled their fentiments, in the fulleft and moft liberal manner. 
He is wrong in talking about frien /hip; for every Reviewer is, or 
eught to be, a Mgicuisgpec. , 
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t> A. B.'who, in a Letter from Bath, enquires about a paflage in 
Disfeoritle:, will»pleafe 'to:obferve, ‘that the-reference to which he al- 
ludes, was not made ‘by the Reviewer ;+-it béimg a quotation: ftom the 
book which is ‘the fubjett of that article. : 


*,* In anfwer to F.’s enquiry concerning the Engtith tranilation of 
‘Puato, we'can only inform ourCorrefpondent, that Mr. Sydettham 
chas not publifhed any part oP that work, befide what ‘hath*been’mes- 
tioned in our Review : nor dowe'know whether or not that-gentlemin 
intends to-profecutehis-defign any farther.—'The other parts of Fs 
Lettet require ‘no particular notice:here. ’ mdf 





* = . ‘ ss ; . ; - - . : 
AppiTions to the PorETicat Sticks. 


Art. 32. Free Thoughts on Love:and Marriage. By Mr. Inte. 
" dew. 4to. rs. Flexney. abel 


__ Mr. Ingledew had, in our opinion, better havejkept his thoughts 
on love and marriage to himéfelf, .as they are neither-calculated to in- 
pire the one, nor.give:any great -relith' for the others _ ) 

We cannot omit, on this occafion, taking notice of the prevailing 
abfurdity of modern authors annexing Mr. to their nantes 5 -eoritraty 
to the cuftom of the ancients, whom. in other refpects-they are:fe foud 
of copying.--Mr! a vague indifcriminate term,. equally claimed; by 
the fon of a peer, or a porter 3.an, Opulent merchant, .or, the maftér-of a 
green fial/, Befides, it is attended with one difadvantape to, them- 

“felves,. which, perhaps, they do-not'forefee, that 'forwant ‘of their 
Chriftian names, the woyld may plast-the laurels on the wrong head: 
however, Mr. Ingledew, we apprehend, can be no lofer -on: this:on- 
cafion. : 

_Afterttelling us of an amour-with one‘Mars. Delia, he is inge- 
nuous enough to acknowledge himfelf/purzed from the arms of a Mrs. 
Cloe, whom he confeffes he loves notwithftanding: we doubt not the 
Reader will be as perfeétly fatisfied with Mk. Ingledéw’s poetry 4s 
with his generofity, on this occafion : 7 ) ne 

And notwith/anding all the lewd may fay, ‘ 
I really love her to this very day. Show. 


- “Art. 33. The Female Barbers; an Ivifh Tale. -4to. 6d. _ 
. Walliams. | : 


An unfuccefsfal attempt at being obfcenely ‘witty and -profanes 
faid to be fentin an anonymous letter from Ireland. If the fat really 
happened:there, as the Writer alledges, we cannét- conceive his réafons 
for tranfporting it hither; as he has, in all -probability, defeated the 


very end he propofed, by making nobody contemptible or ridiculous 
but Aim/eif, ° 


a) Ad 


[No Single Sermons publifoed this Menth.] 


A frit manner f Bie, oreo 





